


. i Demire!: Syria trying to destabiliseTurkey' 

^ ^ ^f^f**?* T TurWsh President Suleiman Demirel 

! accused Syria tf wanting to destabilise his country in an inter- 
view published here Sunday in Haaretz newspaper “Syria is 
supporting terrorist organisations which conduct destabilis- 
wg and separatist actions againsr Turkey," Mr. Demirel said. 
“Syria supports the Kuniish Labour Party (PKK) to instigate 
a break-up of Turkey.” Mr. Demirel said that the leaders of the 
ctoud. which is fiohrino far ■» if imitch : 


nomic. social and political chaos in Turkey," he added “So 
fa," Mr. Demirel said, “500 Syrian Kurdish member* of the 
PKK have been killed on Turidsh territory. In the past year 
and a half, terrorists have infiltrated Turidsh territory, where 
they killed 33 civilians, four members of the security services 
and seven military officers.” 
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U.S. links oil deal to Erbil 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein 
must make sure Erbil is safe for U.N. monitors before an oil- 
f or- food deal can go forward. U.N. Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright said Sunday. The U.N. representative said that an oiJ- 
for-food deal could be revived after it was put on hold when 
Baghdad sent troops inio its Kuniish north and the United 
Slates responded with two waves qV +4 cruise missiles fired 
at targets in southern Iraq on Sept, jj and 4. "The whole thing 
was on track until Saddam Hu&seinftvent into Erbil." she said. 
U.N. Secretary General Boutros dhali decided that the con- 
ditions were nor existing on the luN. monitoring group since 
Erbil was a distribution point, she added. “He has to make 
sure that the conditions in Erbil are such that the United 
Nations feels secure in sending in fnonitore” for the deal, she 
said. But she said that Washington had been successful in 
slopping more military incursions. 
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King congratulates 

Saudi monarch 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday sent a cable to King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia congrat- 
ulating him on the occasion of 
his country’s national day. 
The King wished King Fahd 
j [ continued good health and 
' u " ^happiness and the Saudi peo- 
1 1 ,J pie further progress and pros- 
?i j perity. His Royal Highness 
‘ ' ■ Prince Mohammad, the per- 
sonal representative of the 
King, also sent a cable of 
congratulations to Kine 
Fahd 

Bridges dosed 

AMMAN (Petra t — Public 
• Security Department (PSD) 
said Sunday that the Sheikh 
Hussein Bridge and Wadi 
Araba causing will be dosed 
for Jordanians, Israelis and 
travellers from other national- 
ities on SepL23 and will be 
reopened on Sept. 24. 

‘Overair decision 
taken to operate 
on Yeltsin 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin’s daughter 
said on Sunday that “over- 
all” the decision has been 
taken for her father to under- 
go heart surgery. Asked on 
Russian television if the deci- 
sion to operate had been 
taken, Tatiana Diachenko 
, replied: "Overall, yes.” She 
added that “everyone is wait- 
' '■ ing” for a meeting of doctor* 
on Wednesday to set an exact 
date.” 


Genscher in Syria for 
peace 

process talks 

DAMASCUS (AFP)— For- 
mer German Foreign Minister 
Hans Dietrich Genscher held 
talks Sunday in Damascus 
with Syrian leaders on the 
future of the Arab-lsraeli 
peace process, an official 
said. Mr. Genscher’s visit 
comes at a time when peace 
talks between Syria and 
Israel have been frozen for 
months. The former foreign 
minister met Syrian President 
Hafez AJ Assad and Foreign 
Minister Farouk Al Sharaa, 
the official Syrian News 
Agency’ SANA said. Accord- 
ing to Bonn. Mr. Genscher 
will travel from Syria to 
Egypt to meet Resident 
Hosni Mubarak. 


Kuwait executes 
police officer 
for murder 

KUWAIT (Hi — Kuwait on 
Sunday executed a police 
officer convicted of murder, 
■jhe official Kuwait News 
..Agency (KUNA) reported. It 
said Captain Bader AJ Bashir 
was sent to the gallows for the 
1993 murder of a Syrian 
woman. He was also convict- 
ed of drug smuggling, a capi- 
tal crime in Kuwait since 
1995. Sunday’s execution 
was the first this year in 
Kuwait and the 19th since the 
1964 introduction of the death 
penalty. KUNA said. 

EU to grant 
Yemen $65m 
in aid 

SANAA (Rt — The Euro- 
pean Union (EU) said on 
Sunday it planned to grant 
Yemen about S65 million in 
aid over the next two years. 
“The European Union envis- 
ages that its overall aid for 
...Yemen during the penod 
'between 1996 and 1998 could 
amount to approximately S65 
milli on," said Michael 
Kohler, the EU's desk officer 
for Yemen. "This aid will 
take the form of projects and 
food security assistance.’ 
Mr. Kohlanold a news con- 
ference in Sanaa. 


U.S. signals first firm indication 
of easing tension with Baghdad 

Perry: Aircraft carrier Saddam hails retaking 
could be moved away control of north Iraq 


King, Netanyahu adviser discuss 
peace process, bilateral accords 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

THE UNITED STATES 
said it might edge back 
from the brink Sunday of 
another confrontation with 
Iraq even as U.S. tanks 
fired live practice rounds in 
Kuwait and hundreds more 
troops arrived here. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Peny, who was in 
to Sweden on Sunday, said 
the Pentagon might send 
home one of its two aircraft 
carriers in the area, the USS 
Carl Vinson, “based on 
what happens between now 
and next week." 

“I truly believe Iraq is 
backing off the threatening 
action they were taking a 
week ago,” Mr. Perry told 
reporters aboard his flight 
to Stockholm. 

But Mr. Perry said Wash- 
ington would go ahead with 
the deployment to Kuwait 
of 3,500 extra troops. U.S. 
army officers said 2.600 
troops had arrived in 
Kuwait since Thursday and 
hundreds more were to fly 
in later Sunday. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton sent extra ground troops 
and a second aircraft carri- 
er, the USS Enterprise, to 
the Gulf region after Iraq 
fired missiles at U.S. 
planes flying over Iraq two 
weeks ago. 

President Saddam Hus- 
sein vowed to shoot down 
U.S. warplanes after U.S. 
forces hit his southern air 
defences and expanded the 
southern no-fly zone in 
retaliation for his incursion 
into northern Kurdish safe 
havens on Aug. 31. 

But a U.S. official in the 
region said Sunday that 
Iraq has launched no mis- 
siles at allied warplanes 
since President Saddam 
announced Sept. 13 that 
his air defences would hold 
their fire. 

The fresh troops from the 
First Cavalry Division in 


Fort Hood, Texas, will bol- 
ster 1 ,200 troops who have 
been on a regular training 
mission since August. 

The original troops put 
M1A1 Abrams main battle 
tanks through their paces 
in the Kuwait desert on 
Sunday and fired off live 
rounds, while the new 
arrivals set up camouflaged 
desert camps and readied 
their equipment, officers 
said. 

Meanwhile. warplanes 
from the USS Enterprise 
began patrols Saturday 
over the southern “no fly” 
zone, coordinating with 
warplanes from the Carl 
Vinson, which has been in 
the Gulf since July, as well 
as around 200 other U.S. 
and allied planes based in 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. 

The United States, Britain 
and France imposed the no- 
fly zone in the south in 
1992 to protect Shiite Mus- 
lims from Iraqi attack. 
They imposed another 
north of the 36th Parallel to 
protect the Kurds in 1991. 

Mr. Perry said Sunday 
that: "We have no plans at . 
this time to send in any 
more forces and we'll make 
a decision about the carrier 
next week based on what 
happens between now and 
next week.” 

But he said the 3,500 
extra troops sent to Kuwait 
in the past few days will 
stay at least for several 
months when the exercise 
they are taking in part con- 
cludes. 

A decision by the Penta- 
gon to send home the Vin- 
son, which carries more 80 
aircraft would mark a sig- 
nificant first step towards 
easing a confrontation that 
at its peak drew threats 
from Mr. Perry of dispro- 
portionate strikes against 
Iraq. 

Since it began, the Penta- 
gon has sent eight F-1I7 

( Continued on page 7) 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein on Sunday hailed 
the return of his influence 
in northern Iraq as well as 
his army's challenge to the 
United States in their latest 
confrontation. 

“What took place 
amounts to an Arab and 
international recognition of 
Iraq's strength and demon- 
strated Iraqi unity." Presi- 
dent Saddam told his cabi- 
net at a late-night meeting 
reported by die official 
press early oh Sunday. 

He underlined “the amaz- 
ing welcome that the sons 
of the Kurdish people gave 
our army when it entered 
Erbil." 

On Aug. 31 Iraqi forces 
intervened in northern Iraq 
for the first time in five 
years to help the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party' (KDP) 
drive out its rival Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) 
from Erbil, the Kurdish 
capital in northern Iraq. 

The United States retali- 
ated by hitting air defences 
in southern Iraq with a bar- 
rage of 44 cruise missiles 
on Sept. 3-4. Iraqi forces 
later returned to their earli- 
er positions. 

President Saddam, who 
has ordered his array to 
defy aliied-imposed no-fly 
zones over southern and 
northern Iraq, praised “the 
performance of the air- 
defence forces who chal- 
lenged the planes and mis- 
siles of the American 
enemy." 

“All Arabs and Iraqis 
must be proud of what our 
brave army achieved.” he 
said. 

“What happened in north- 
ern Iraq" as well as the con- 
frontation with the United 
States "wifi have important 
repercussions on the 
morale of the Iraqi people 
and (Arab) Nation.” he 
said. 

“The Iraqi people and its 
brave armed forces have 
defeated foreign plots and 


artempts to dismember the 
country by imposing (the 
no-fly zones) in the north 
and south,” he said. 

“U.S. officials have 
revealed their intentions by 
recognising that the aim of 
imposing these zones was 
to protect U.S. interests, 
especially oil. in the 
region.” be added. 

President Saddam 

announced after the first 
U.S. missile strike that the 
no-fly zones were null and 
void and urged his forces to 
shoot at U.S. and allied 
warplanes policing them. 
He later decided to suspend 
firing at these planes. 

“Iraqi people and its 
armed forces have foiled 
the foreigner's conspiracies 
and his attempts to impose 
partition (in Iraq) through 
what is so called parallels 
in Iraq's north and south,” 
he said. 

The cabinet meeting also 
praised the “supportive 
stand toward Iraq” by Arab 
states. 

Iraq seeks support 

. The undersecretary of the 
' Iraqi Foreign Ministry Sat- 
urday met his Egyptian 
counterpart in Cairo to ask 
for Egypt's support at the 
U.N. Security Council. 

Riyad Al Qaissi “raised 
the matter of sanctions 
imposed on his country and 
Iraqi complaints against the 
U.N. Special Commission” 
in charge of assuring Bagh- 
dad's compliance with dis- 
armament resolutions 
which is led by Rolf Ekeus, 
the Egyptian official, Abdul 
Al Safti, told journalists. 

“He also gave us a mem- 
orandum to explain (before 
the Security Council) Iraq’s 
position on this which we 
will study,” Mr. Safti said. 

Mr. Qaissi also held talks 
with an Egyptian Foreign 
Ministry legal affairs offi- 
cial on “Iraq's relations 

(Continued on page 7) 


AMMAN (Agencies) — His Majesty King 
Hussein on Sunday held talks on the Mid- 
dle East peace process with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu's political 
adviser Dore Gold, officials quoted by 
international news agencies said. 

They said the King received Mr. Gold at 
the Royal Palace to discuss stalled Pales- 
tinian-Israeli talks over Palestinian self-rule 
and Israeli settlement expansion in the West 
Bank. 

“The issue of settlements is of great con- 
cern to us," a Jordanian government official 
told Reuters, adding the agenda also cov- 
ered bilateral issues stemming from the 
1994 Jordan-Israeli peace treaty, including 
implementation of a trade accord. 

Jordan says the level of trade, particularly 
between Jordan and the West Bank, 
remains well below levels anticipated in the 
agreement. 

Senior Palestinian officials have warned 
Israel that its expansion of Jewish settle- 
ments in West Bank lands occupied in the 
1967 Middle East war was leading Jews 
and Arabs towards “confrontation and dis- 
aster.” 

The Israeli embassy in Amman said later 
that Mr. Gold returned to West Jerusalem 
accompanied by Israel's Ambassador to 
Jordan Shimon Sbamir before the start of 
the Jewish holy day Yom Kippur at sunset. 

Officials quoted by AFP said the King 
discussed with Mr. Glold growing tensions 
in the region and ways to restart the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 


“The talks focus on the peace process on 
all tracks,” a Jordanian official told AFP. 
“They were also to cover the issue of 
expanding Jewish settlements in the 
autonomous West Bank, a matter of grave 
concern ro Jordan.” 

Sources at the Israeli prime minister’s 
office said Mr. Gold was to discuss tensions 
with Syria and the troubled Palestinian 
peace process. 

King Hussein and Mr. Gold were also to 
explore means of "implementing bilateral 
agreements in all fields of cooperation," a 
Jordanian official told .AFP. 

The lightning trip was viewed as unusual 
coming just hours before the start of Yom 
Kippur, the Jewish day of atonement, at 
sundown when all non-emergency transport 
and other official activity comes to a sud- 
den halt in Israel. Tensions have risen 
sharply between Israel and Syria — which 
launched a surprise invasion of the Jewish 
state on Yom Kippur 1973 — since a wave 
of unexplained redeployments of Syrian 
troops in Lebanon over recent weeks. 

Mr. Netanyahu and oilier senior Israeli 
officials have issued reassuring statements 
over the past week that the Syrian actions, 
which included stationing elite combat 
units near the Israeli-occupied Golan 
Heights, posed no immediate threat to 
Israel. 

It was not immediately clear whether Mr. 
Gold carried any message to be passed 
onto Syrian President Hafez Al Assad via 
the King. 



HEARING COMPLAINTS: French, Lebanese and Syrian delegations arrive at 
the U.N. Interim Force in Lebanon (UN1FTL) headquarters in Naqoura, South 
Lebanon, on Sunday to meet Israeli and United States delegations in a five- 
nation committee monitoring a ceasefire understanding in Lebanon. The com- 
mittee met to consider Israeli and Lebanese complaints following recent clash- 
es between Israeli troops and Hizbollah guerrillas (Reuter photo) 


- - — * ~ “ * nunee met to consider isxaeii anu Lebanese compiauits roi rowing recent cia: 

■ ■ — ! es between Israeli troops and Hizbollah guerrillas (Reuter photo) 

Turkey denies it is siding up to Ir aq Syria reiterates movements 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
Foreign Minister Tansu 
Ciller on Sunday denied 
Ankara had urged Baghdad 
to reassert its authority in 
northern Iraq and crush 
separatist Turkish Kurds 
based there, as reported in a 
U.S. newspaper. 

“We have never asked that 
the Iraqi government sent 
troops to the region of the 
no-fly zone, we did not 
even imply this was whar 
we wanted,” Mrs. Ciller 
said in a statement. 

“We prefer that Mr. (Mas- 
soud) Barzani’s forces 
remove the terrorists from 
this area. Turkey is pre- 
pared to help him in this 
cause,” Mrs. Ciller added. 

The Iraqi government 
allied with Mr. Barzani's 
Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) troops in an 
attack against a rival Kur- 
dish faction to take the 
main northern Iraqi city of 
Erbil on Aug. 31. 

In an offensive that fol- 
lowed, Mr. Barzani took 
control of most of northern 
Iraq, which has been pro- 
tected since the 1991 Gulf 
war from the Iraqi army by 
an allied air force based in 
Turkey that patrols the no- 
fly zone covering most of 
the Kurdish region. 

The United States 
responded to Baghdad’s 
interference with cruise 
missile attacks early this 


month. 

The New York Tunes 
newspaper, in an interview 
with Mrs. Ciller, quoted her 
on Saturday as saying 
Ankara would drop its plan 
to create a “security zone” 
inside Iraq if President Sad- 
dam Hussein took steps to 
crush Turkish Kurds wag- 
ing a guerrilla war against 
Ankara from camps in 
northern Iraq. 

“We are still talking to 
him, and we are interested 
to see what he can do or is 
prepared to do. If he can 
establish a degree of rule 
there that puts an end to ter- 
rorist infiltration, that 
would be fine with us,” the 
newspaper quoted Mrs. 
Ciller as saying. 

The New York Times said 
U.S. officials were “dis- 
mayed*' by the remarks. It 
quoted a senior State 
Department official as say- 
ing: “This does not accord 
with the discussions the 
United States has had with 
Turkey. Perhaps it is 
Turkey’s way of signalling 
to the United States that it 
has alternatives.” 

Mrs. Ciller issued a state- 
ment to clarify Turkey’s 
position on Iraq following 
the interview. She said cer- 
tain statements attributed to 
her were "of a nature that 
could create serious misun- 
derstandings over Turkey's 
Iraq policy.” 


‘Turkey supports Iraq's 
territorial unity and sover- 
eignty as expressed in the 
U.N. Security Council reso- 
lution. Until Iraq regains its 
sovereignty over the whole 
of its northern territories, 
there is need for an effec- 
tive local authority.” 

‘To regain its authority in 
northern Iraq, Iraq must ful- 
fil all the conditions of the 
various U.N. Security 
Council resolutions," Mrs. 
Ciller said in the statement. 

Turkey announced 10 
kilometres plans early in 
September to create a secu- 
rity zone in northern Iraq 
up to deep, and Washington 
said it would not object if 
Ankara went ahead. 

Ankara said the cordon 
would deter infiltration 
from Iraq by guerrillas of 
the Kurdish Workers Party 
(PKK). fighting for self- 
rule in Turkey’s mainly- 
Kurdish southeast. 

In a related development. 
Jalal Talabani, leader of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan (PUK) — which was 
defeated in recent fighting 
with the KDP — accused 
Turkey of cooperating with 
President Saddam and Mr. 
Barzani. 

‘Turkey is trying to forge 
a deal with Barzani against 
the PKK,” Mr. Talabani 
told the liberal Istanbul- 
based newspaper Milliyet 
in an interview in northern 


Iraq. 

“For this reason, the gov- 
ernment of (Prime Minister 
Necraettin.) Erbakan and 
Ciller encouraged the latest 
offensive and is therefore 
also responsible for the lat- 
est murders Mr. Talabani 
said at his party's camp in 
Zeli near the Turkish and 
Iranian borders, according 
to Milliyet. 

“We are no more friends 
with the Turkish govern- 
ment,” he added. Mrs. 
Ciller confirmed in her 
statement that her govern- 
ment was seeking an agree- 
ment with Mr. Barzani 
against the PKK. 

“We will prefer it if Mr. 
Barzani’s forces destroy the 
terrorists and Turkey is 
ready to help him for that," 
she said. 

“In fact we discussed the 
issue with Mr. Barzani last 
week and requested his 
pledge for eliminating PKK 
terrorism from the border 
region ” Mrs. Ciller said. 

Briefly visiting Ankara 
last Thursday, Mr. Barzani 
met separately with Mrs. 
Ciller and U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State Robert 
Pelletreau to discuss Iraq. 

The U.S. official alleged- 
ly asked Mr. Barzani to cut 
bis relations with President 
Saddam and resume talks 
with Mr. Talabani. 


in Lebanon are defensive 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) 
— Syria has linked a recent 
redeployment of part of its 
troops in Lebanon to 
“increasing Israeli threats” 
but insisted the move was 
defensive. 

‘The measures taken 
regarding the Syrian troops 
in Lebanon are not dis- 
tanced from Lhe increasing 
Israeli threats which we all 
heard in the recent period ” 
Information Minister 
Mohammed Salman said in 
the first public word by a 
Syrian official on the rede- 
ployment. 

The official Syrian news 
agency SANA quoted Mr. 
Salman as saying on Sun- 
day in a telephone inter- 
view with the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu was “using the 
language of force and 
threats on all occasions.” 

"He (Netanyahu) visited 
occupied South Lebanon 
and after this visit in fact 
the pace of threats against 
Syria and Lebanon 
increased, therefore Syria 
or any other country has the 
right to take any measure 
that might increase and 
strengthen its forces to 
become in a better defen- 


sive position,” Mr. Salman 
said. 

Syria bas in recent weeks 
redeployed about one third 
of its 35,000 troops in 
Lebanon, moving some to 
within striking distance of a 
key Israeli position on the 
occupied Golan Heights. 
The move caused war jitters 
in the Jewish state. 

Mr. Netanyahu described 
it as an attempt by Syria to 
pressure Israel into unilat- 
eral concessions on the 
strategic Golan, occupied 
by Israel in the 1967 Mid- 
dle East war. 

No peace talks have been 
held between Israel and 
Syria since- the May elec- 
tion of Mr. Netanyahu as 
prime minister. Mr. 
Netanyahu rejects the land- 
for-peace formula and sup- 
ports the increase of Jewish 
settlements in the occupied 
Arab lands. 

Syria, which has held 
sporadic peace talks with 
Israel since 1991, wants 
Mr. Netanyahu to announce 
readiness to withdraw folly 
from the Golan ahead of 
any resumption of negotia- 
tions. 

Asked whether the move- 
ments showed that Syria’s 
patience was running out 
because of the stalemate in 


the negotiations and that it 
was considering the mili- 
tary, option, Mr. S alm an 
said: 

“I do not imagine that 
things are not within this 
formula...” 

He said that U.S. engage- 
ment in presidential elec- 
tions. due in November, 
was not hindering the 
progress in the peace nego- 
tiations but it was rather the 
policies of Mr. Netanyahu. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai warned 
Syria meanwhile, that 
Israel was strong enough ro 
meet any challenge. 

“We have no interest in a 
war with Syria, rather in 
real negotiations with them, 
that they should be as inten- 
sive as they can be,” Mr. 
Mordechai told Israel's 
newspaper Yedioth 

Ahronoth. 

"And permit me to pass 
via you a warning to Syria 
and to Assad: Mr. Syrian 
President, the state of Israel 
and its security forces are 
strong and able to fulfill 
their goals. On that I have 
not a speck of doubt. My 
advice to yod is: Come, let 
us go a different path” he 
added. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Russian sub heads 
for new Iran home 


Bahrain renews call on 
Qatar to resolve conflict 


WASHINGTON I AFP) — 
U.S. officials arc keeping a 
wary eye on rising Iranian 
military might as Russia pre- 
pares to deliver the latest 
submarine to Tehran's fleet, 
according to a recent report. 

The Dallas Morning News 
reported U.S. intelligence 
analysts expect that within 
days a Russian submarine 
will slip away from a dock in 
St. Petersburg and embark on 
a roundabout journey that 

will take its new- crew to Iran. 

The sub's arrival will mark 
another step in a military 
buildup that leads some Pen- 
tagon analysts to see Iran's 
anti-western. Islamic regime 
as a far more enduring threat 
to the West's supply of Gulf 
oil than Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

"I wouldn't be surprised at 
all for Iran, in time, to take 
the dominant role in terms of 
the major ehalienge that we 
face in the Persian Gulf." a 
senior Defence Department 
official, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, told the 
paper. 

"Some say that's already 
the ease, and I wouldn't argue 
long or hard with them.” the 
source added. 

The Kilo-class, diesel -elec- 
tric submarine — expected at 
its new home port of Bandar 
Abbas around early Decem- 
ber — will be the third that 
Iran has bought from Russia 
since November 1992. 

Each sub can carry IS tor- 
pedoes and can be used to lay 
mines as well. Iran is the 
only Gulf state that has such 
vessels. 

The U.S. Navy leads the 
world in anti-submarine war- 
fare. and its Gulf flotilla is 
well-equipped to handle the 
Kilos, whose technology has 
proven faulty and whose 
crews are inexperienced. 

Even so. "these represent a 
new order of naval threat in 
the region." the paper quoted 
^Michael Eisenstadt, a Wash- 
ington ih&itwe for Near East 
Policy Expert, as writing in a 
detailed new studv of Iran’s 


military. 

The paper said U.S. mili- 
tary planners also note that 
the submarines are only part 
of an Iranian naval buildup 
since 1991 that has included: 

— Purchase of 10 houdong 
patrol boats from China 
equipped with C-802 anti- 
ship cruise missiles. 

— Occupation by Iranian 
forces of the two southern 
Gulf islands of Sirri and Abu 
Musa that both Tehran and 
the United Arab Emirates had 
claimed. Iran has anti-ship 
missile batteries on Sirri and 
has "prepared missile launch 
positions on Abu Musa.” Mr. 
Eiscnsiudt said. 

— Purchase of mines from 
North Korea. Libya and 
China — including Chinese 
EM52 "rising" mines. The 
latter can be hidden in deep 
waters, such as in the strait of 
Hormuz-, and add a new 
capability to an Iranian mine 
stockpile estimated at up to 
J.0U0 such anti -ship 

weapons. 

— Acquisition of Soviet- 
designed combat aircraft 
including 34 SU-24 fencers 

— 24 of which were among 
1 15 Iraqi warplanes that were 
flown to Iran during the Gulf 
war — and 38 MiG-29 Ful- 
crunis. including four former 
Iraqi planes. 

The senior defence official 
also noted news reports over 
the past two weeks that Iran 
was negotiating with China 
for another S4.5 billion in 
military hardware. 

Pentagon planners and 
some other analysts see the 
goal of Iran’s naval buildup 
as controlling the strait of 
Hormuz, through which all 
‘Persian’ Gulf oil used by 
the United States and its allies 
must pass. 

The combination of anti- 
ship missiles on patrol boats, 
on islands and on Iran's own 
coast, plus submarines, mines . 
and strike aircraft, would 
give Iran the ability to attack 
tankers or opposing warships 
almost anywhere in the south- 
ern Gulf, the defence official 


Iran begins exercises 

The Iranian navy on Sun- 
day began five days of exer- 
cises in its territorial waters in 
the northern Gulf, radio 
Tehran reported. 

The annual manoeuvres 
mark ‘the beginning of Iraq's 
war on Iran in September 
1980." the radio added. 

Organised by the navy 
corps of the Guardians of the 
Revolution (Pasdaran) and 
the army, the exercises 
occurred in Iranian waters 
beiween the port of Bushehr 
and the oil-rich island of 
Kharg. 

‘These exercises are aimed 
at evaluating the combat 
readiness of the Pasdaran 
navy and the regular army in 
the ‘Persian' Gulf." an Iran- 
ian military official said on 
the radio. 

Iranian armed forces con- 
duct about 40 exercises a year 
in the northern Gulf and the 
Sea of Oman. 

Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani called on 
his armed forces Saturday to 
prepare for possible "enemy" 
attacks on the anniversary of 
the start of the 1980-1988 
Iran-Iraq. 

"The army should be in a 
permanent state of defence as 
the enemies want to impose 
an arms embargo on Iran." he 
said in a speech marking the 
16th anniversary of what Iran 
deems as the start of the war. 

“Iran's enemies have 
entered the foray in economic 
and cultural areas and 
imposed an embargo on U.S. 
to strike a blow." Mr. Rafsan- 
jani said, referring to the U.S. 
economic sanctions imposed 
on Iran in June 1995 and 
tightened in August. 

After Mr. Rafsanjani’s 
speech, units of armoured 
divisions as well as various 
ground-to-ground , ", and,, 
ground-to-air missiles were 
paraded J in from of the offi- 
cial stand! But no new equip- 
ment was displayed. 


MANAMA (AFP) — 
Bahrain’s crown prince 
made a new appeal Satur- 
day to Qatar to settle their 
territorial conflict but said 
his country will not “give 
up its rights’’ to sue over the 
matter. 

Sheikh Hamad Ben Issa 
A1 Khalifa, in a statement 
to Bahrain television, 
expressed his country's 
"sincere desire" to find a 
formula allowing the par- 
ties to resolve their claims 
to the Hawar Islands. 

“If this lawsuit is not set- 
tled, several opportunities 
for cooperation and recon- 
ciliation between the two 
brother countries will be 
missed," he said. 

Qatari Foreign Minister 
Hamad Ben Jassem Ben 
Jabr Al Thani said Saturday 
in an interview published 
by the Kuwaiti newspaper 
Al Rai Al Aam that he 
“hoped that our brothers in 
Bahrain will review their 
decision and attend the 
Gulf Cooperaation Council 


CGCC) summit" scheduled 

for December in Doha. 

Bahrain has said it will 
boycott the summit of the 
GCC which also includes 
Kuwait, Oman, Saudi Ara- 
bia and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

The foreign minister said 
his country “favours any 
amicable solution under 
which we could withdraw 
our lawsuit from the 
international Court Of Jus- 
tice” at the Haggle. 

The Bahrainis “say 
they’ll only participate in 
the summit if we withdraw 
our lawsuit at the court of 
international justice. But 
we can only do that if we 
arrive at an amicable solu- 
tion, acceptable to both par- 
ties,” he said. 

Qatar unilaterally sought 
arbitration by the court, 
which Bahrain has contest- 
ed. The two countries have 
until Sept. 30 to submit 
written documents to the 
court which will consider 
the case. 


Arab journalists voice concern 
over Lebanon’s media curbs 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab 
Journalists' Union on Sat- 
urday expressed strong 
concern for press freedom 
in Lebanon after the Beirut 
government severely 
restricted the number of 
radio and television sta- 
tions allowed to operate. 

In a statement, the union 
said it "is very worried by 
the Lebanese government's 
decision authorising some 
audiovisual media while 
banning others, forcing the 
closure of several existing 
media." 

It called on the Lebanese 
government “to reconsider 
I the audiovisual media 
organisation’s portfolio so 
as to strengthen the free- 
dom of expression and 
opinion through freedom of 
V the press and th£ njedia.” 

The union also called for 
“the halting of any measure 
restraining press freedom" 
and stressed “the necessity 


of protecting the freedom 
which the Lebanese media 
benefit from.” 

It also called for the 
Lebanese government to 
“safeguard the rights of 
journalists who work for 
radio and television sta- 
tions which weren’t autho- 
rised.” 

Lebanon on Tuesday 
licensed four television and 
11 radio stations, three of 
which are allowed to trans- 
nut news bulletins. 

They belong to Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri, Par- 
liament Speaker Nabih 
Bern and shareholders 
close to Damascus. 

More than 50 television 
and 100 radio stations 
mushroomed illegally dur- 
-ing the 1975-1990 civil 
war. THe only legal media 
outlets' were the state-run 
Tele Lebanon and Radio 
Lebanon. 


Israel 
arrests two 
in Al Aqsa 
vandalism 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israeli police on Sat- 
urday arrested two Palestini- 
ans suspected of destroying a 
plaque at Jerusalem's Al 
Aqsa Mosque inscribed with 
the name of King Hussein, a 
police spokesman said. 

“Two residents of East 
Jerusalem suspected of 
breaking the plaque were 
arrested.” spokesman Shmu- 
lik Ben Ruby told Reuters. 

Mr. Ben Ruby said the 
plaque, hailing King Hussein 
as guardian of Islam's third 
holiest shrine, was broken 
during a scuffle on Friday 
between Muslim worship- 
pers and guards of the Waqf 
(Islamic must) near the 
mosque at the heart of 
Jerusalem’s walled Old City. 

"There was a scuffle 
beiween worshippers and 
Waqf guards in which six or 
seven people were lightly 
injured. During the incident, 
some worshippers smashed a 
marble plaque on which King 
Hussein's name was 
engraved," he said. 

Waqf officials could not be 
reached for immediate com- 
ment. 

Israel Radio said the inci- 
dent was a sign of a contin- 
ued tension between the 
Palestine Liberation Organi- 
sation tPLO) and Jordan over 
who should control 
Jerusalem's sacred sites. 

Israel, which “annexed" 
East Jerusalem shortly after 
occupying it in a move that 
has not been recognised by 
the international community, 
recognised Jordan's special 
role in the Holy City in the 
1994 peace treaty, between 
the two countries. 

The PLO, which views 
Arab East Jerusalem as the 
capital of a future Palestinian 
State, criticised the move. 

Israel claims both halves of 
Jerusalem as its eternal capi- 
tal.... Interim Israeli-PLO 
peace deals place the fate of 
the city up for negotiation in 
final status peace talks. 


Hard homecoming for Gulf’s unwanted Asian workers 


BOMBAY (R) — Tens of 
thousands of South Asians 
this week are burying hopes 
of a future working in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
and .seeking a one way ticket 
home before the Gulf state's 
immigration authorities catch 
up with them. 

Scores of Indians filed oft a 
jetliner ai Bombay airport on 
Saturday, one of the many 
planes shuttling unwanted 
workers out of the UAE. 

Gamba Rum. an unskilled 
labourer, gave this phlegmat- 
ic account of their plight. 

"Even body had to come 
out because slaying in the 
country would have caused 
more problems. Even though 
we didn't have any money 
we came somehow. Some of 
us even borrowed monev to 


buy our tickets. We faced 
some difficulties but we had 
to abide by the rules of that 
country.’’ 

Similar stories will be 
heard in other destinations 
round the region — in 
Dhaka. Karachi. Colombo 
and Manila. 

The UAE two months ago 
gave foreign workers without 
legal documents a Sept. 30 
deadline to get their papers in 
order or leave the country. 
Otherwise, they and their 
employer* would face hefty 
fines and possibly jail. 

But many have delayed 
leaving until the last days of 
the amnesty, desperately try- 
ing to get ihe proper docu- 
ment* or wailing in the for- 
lorn hope dial the UAE 
would have a chanse of 


heart. 

Diplomats reckon that 
200.000 of the 1.8 million 
foreigners living in the UAE 
will have to leave or be boot- 
ed out. 

The jobs they held in the 
emirates were low paying but 
provided them with a meal 
ticket and the chance to send 
some money back to the fam- 
ilies they left behind. 

Often they paid huge sums 
of money to sometimes 
crooked agents to fix flights, 
jobs and work permits in the 
Gulf. 

A typical cross-section of 
people making the trek back 
home would probably be a 
Filipino or Sri Lankan house- 
maid. a Pakistani oilfield 
worker, an Indian shop assis- 
tant. and a Bangladeshi 


building labourer. 

People from the region 
flocked to the Gulf in the 
early 1970s when the Arab 
states began mopping up 
mega-bucks by exporting oil 
to the world. 

They went to build the 
highways and construct the 
modern sparkling white cites 
that now fringe the western 
Gulf — all paid for with oil 
money. 

And for the oil industry 
itself they laid pipelines 
across Lhe desert, and built 
refineries and ports. 

They filled jobs from the 
most menial to the very high- 
ly qualified. Most came from 
the Indian sub-continent. 

There are no complaints 
from the governments of 
countries affected by the 


UAE’s clampdown. But as 
the Gulf economies adjust to 
the idea that oil money no 
longer buys as much, foreign 
workers will be increasingly 
nervous about their status. 

Indian government offi- 
cials say the UAE authorities 
have shown some sympathy 
over the logistical headache 
of getting so many people 
out at once. They said there 
are up to 60,000 Indians 
working illegally in the 
LfAE. The Indian embassy 
has already arranged exit 
visas for 40,000 of them and 
is fixing extra air and sea 
transport to fetch other 
stranded nationals. 

Half of India's migrant 
workers come from the 
Southwest state of Kerala, 
where there are plans to 


establish a SI 96 million 
rehabilitation programme. 

Bangladesh's government 
says the 30,000 people it 
expects to be returning will 
have to fend for themselves, 
but it has asked the national 
airline to put on extra flights. 

"The government has no 
plan as such to help or com- 
pensate the returnees," said 
Bangladesh’s Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdus Sam ad Azad on 
Saturday. 

The Philippines and Sri 
Lanka both foresee about 
10.000 of their citizens, 
mostly maids, being ruled 
illegal in the UAE. But both 
government and employment 
agencies expected many will 
fix their documentation or 
make arrangements to return 
legally. 


Sudan welcomes U.N. rights visit 

KHARTOUM l AFP) — Sudan on Saturday welcomed 'll* ** 
the visit of a U.N. human rights official and said all cit. ' 
izens were guaranteed freedom of religious belief. 

Ahmed AI Mufti, head of the government’s human ■. 
rights advisory council, hailed the week-long visit of 
Abdul Fatah Omar, religious tolerance rapporteur for 
the ll.N. Human Rights Commission which began on 
Wednesday, the official news agency SUNA said. Ml • . 

Mufti said Khartoum has cooperated with the U.N. 
commission since 1991 and had supplied eveiy 
mailon on freedom of faith in Sudan. The visiting rap- . i' - . 
porreur would be given files relating to the eonstitu- • 
tional arrangements guaranteeing freedom of belief as ’ . 
well as data on church institutions, he added. 

11 people found dead in Sudanese desert 

KHARTOUM (R ) — Eleven people were found dead 
in the desert of northwestern Sudan after their bus got 
lost on its way to Libya, state television said. Two peo- 
ple were discovered alive — a driver’s assistant and a . . - 
man who apparently ow’ned the bus. Four others were 
still missing, the television said on Saturday night. A 
police spokesman said the bus left Dongola on Aug. 29 !■ 
on its way to Libya but never reached its destinatiorj }’- - 
Sudanese and Libyan officials launched a search for the v 
bus. The television did not say when it was found. The 
deserts of northern and northwestern Sudan, with few 
roads and street signs, have become a graveyard for ... 
travellers. In May this year two people died between - 
Abu Hamed and Atbara in northern Sudan. Nine people • 
were found dead in June last year between Karima and 
Dongola. 

Israel names new defence under-secretary 

TEL AVIV ( AFP ) — General Dan Biran was named the 
new under-secretary of the Israeli defence ministry. . - 
replacing reserve General David Ivri who served in die • 
post for" six years, the ministry said Saturday. Gen. 

Biran, the former commander of the central region. •' 
which includes the occupied West Bank, will take up - 
the post Nov. 1. Gen. Ivri has been named special advi- 
sor to Defence Minister Yitzhak Mordechai. 

Plane makes emergency medical landing 

CAIRO (AFP) — A Dutch passenger flight made an 
emergency landing at Cairo airport on Sunday to rash tgj , • _ 

hospital a Sudanese man who suffered a mid-air attach 
of appendicitis, airport officials said. KLM Flight 562 
was bound from Khartoum to Amsterdam when the 
pilot contacted the control tower at Cairo airport 
requesting the right to land in the Egyptian capital, say- 
ing one of his passengers was suffering from “life- 
threatening stomach pains.” Permission was granted 
and a doctor went to the plane to check on Hamed Al 
Hassan, 26. a Sudanese national who was diagnosed 
with an acute appendicitis attack and rushed, to hospi- 
tal for surgery. Ml Hassan, who was accompanied by . . 
his brother, were waived visa requests on “humanitari- ' 
an grounds” by the Egyptian authorities who approved . 
their immediate transfer to hospital, one airport official ... 
said. 

13 Bangladeshis hurt on way to Libya 

CAIRO (AP) — Thirteen Bangladeshi workers . 
remained hospitalised in Egypt on Sunday, a day after - 
the bus carrying them to Libya was involved in an acci- . 
dent. The Bangladesh embassy said the workers were . - . 
injured Saturday when one of two buses carrying 56 j 
workers hit a truck. The official said 13 men suffers! \ 

light injuries and would resume the trip to Libya after [ 

they are released from hospital. Thousands of foreign- 
ers who work in Libya travel by road from neighbour- Jr* » y - 
ing countries or by sea from Malta because U.N. sane- 1 [c |~| | 

tions ban air travel. £ 

Gunmen kill Somali faction official j - 

MOGADISHU i.R) — Three unidentified gunmen , 
shot dead a Somali militia official at his house in ; 

Mogadishu on Sunday, witnesses said. News of the Ij,, R 
assassination of Abdi Ashir Korir, assistant secretary ! Kjnj Hu Vl . r: . 
for information in the faction led by Osman Ali Ato ■ ' 
quickly spread through Mogadishu, raising fears of a *• . 
new outbreak of inter-faction fighting in "the capital ! 

There were no further details on the killing. Somalia * _ 
has had no effective government since President . - 

Mohammad Siad Barre was ousted in January 1991. ;-/ • 

Rival groups now control different areas of the country. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:05 Adventure On The 

Rainbow Pond 

j 15:30 Oscar's Orchestra 

15:45 Plat about 

16:15 Doc. — World Echo 

17:00 News Flash 

17:02 Sciences Cartoon 

17:15 La Vie Devant Moi 

17:30 Game Show — 

I Pvramide 

18:00 Magazine — La 

1 Marche Du Sieele/Pan Two 

19:00 Lc Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Cinq Sur 
Cinq 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 The Hypnotic World of 
Paul Me Kcnna 


20:00 

.Doc. — Deep Probe 

Expectations 

20:10 


22:00 


22:25 

The Bold and (he 

Beautiful 


23:10 

..Bodies of Evidence 

PRAYER TIMES 

114:02 


05:20 


11:28 

Dhuhr 

14:56 

\.\sr 

17:37 


18:54 

.‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St. Maty of Nazareth Church 


Sweifieh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
6327X5. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Ann unication 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church Td. 622306 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S 24328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarenc Td. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. R 1 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

M4|9fl. 

WEATHER 

BitHtliu supplied hr the 
/)• purlm • nl > Mi'U'i *n •Inpy. 
Temperature* are expected to 
rise slightly but remaining 
below average with winds 
northwesterly moderate. On 
Tuesday, temperatures are 
expected to rise further. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


moderate to active and seas 
calm. 

MinVMax. temp. 

Amman 15/29 

Aqaba 21/37 

Deserts 14/32 

Jordan Valley 20/36 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 26. Aqaba 34 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 49 per 
cent. Aqaba 27 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 750197 

Dr. Afif Shukri $98863 

Dr.Nidai AlDahelh 827195 

Dr. Sa’id Tawfiq 7S82S5 

Ferdows pharmacy ....778336 
AI Ascnia pharmacy.. 637055 
Nuiroukh pharmacy ..623672 
AI Salam pharmacy... 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .6+4945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRB1D: 

De MazcnAbuBaldr 276852 

Al Quds pharmaev ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Harzallah 988075 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 
EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Department — 6611 ti 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue FWice~.. 192. 621 1 1 1. 637777 

Fire Brigade 61 7101 

Blood Bank. .775121 

Highway Police $43402 

Traffic Police S96390 

Public Security Dept. 630321 

Hotel Complaints. 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Wiser & Sewerage Complaints _S97467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

78711 1 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) _12l 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis - .623101 

AMaJi Tel. Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan - 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority' - 680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co 636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-5321X1 


HOSPITAL 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ._ -813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. - 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 642441/2 


Jabal Amman Maternity -642362 

Mafhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 

845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir. .775111/26 

Army. Marka — 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital -602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery — 865199 

ZARQA: 

2arqa Govt. Hospital 

1091983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

409)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

- .(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

-...(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 


INTERNATIONAL 

AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200-5. where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700.) 

.ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:00 Damascus (RJ) 

08:30 Jeddah tRJ) 

09:10 ..Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ j 

09:20 Beirut (RJ) 

10:00 New Delhi i RJ) 

14:00 London (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

18:00 Bangkok (RJ) 

20:20.. New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

22:25 Casablanca f RJ ) 

01:59 Jakarta (add.) (RJ) 

03:10 Singapore. Kuala 

Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

10:45 Khartoum iSD) 

12:40 Shariqah, Bahrain (GF) 

13:30 Kiev (6U) 

14:00 Vienna (OS) 

17:30 Athens. Istanbul (Q7) 

19:35 Cairo iMS) 


19:55 ....Paris, Damascus t.AF) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:00 Tei Aviv (LYj 

22:30 Athens. Beirut (OA) 

23:20 Amsterdam (KL) 

04:40 London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RWl Flights 
08:50 Aqaba (RW) 


DEPARTURES 
I Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

Beirut (RJ) 

Casablanca (RJ) 

'-Amsterdam. Chicago iRJj 

Cairo (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

Al ‘Ain. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
Sanaa (RJ i 


Rovai 

05:35 

10:00 

11-JO.. 

12:15 

12:25 

12:25 

20:45 

20:45 

21:15. 

21:30 

22:45 


Other Flights 

05:00 Istanbul <TK> 

06:4 5 Beirut. London (BAt 

07:45 Beirut (ME) 

12:00 Khartoum (SD) 

13:30 Bahrain Abu Dhabi (GF) 

14:50 Kiev (6U) 

? 4: 5? Vienna (OS) 

Doha (Q7) 

Cairo (MS) 

— :0 ° Tel Aviv (LY) 

2 - :=, 5 Damascus. Paris (AF) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

J? 500 , Beinj L Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
19:30 Aqaba (RW) 


HU AZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Arc CfcsiKsais 5.00 pm eway .. 

l>p.Iijninscus--.730anLeveiy Surd? ■_ 

Arc Amman 500 pmewsy Sudsy ' 


Upper/lower price in fits per kg- 

Apple ......700/500 

Banana. 600/600 

Banana (mukhammar) J20C3® 

Banana (imported I -760600 

Cabbage 11070 

Carrot __... 280 /ISO 

Cauliflower. 420250 

Cucumber (large) ....14090 

Cucumber (small) .250/150 

Eggplant - J3O/130 

Fig ...... _..._300COO 

Garlic 700/450 

Grapes .480800 

Guava .650050 

Lemon . .............. -37QB50 


Marrow (large).. 
Marrow (small) , 
Mulukhiah 

18WI2W 

320/200 

120/70 

Onion (dry) ... 

160/90 

Okra 

Pea. 

UOOflOO 

...650/4W 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) ,. 
Plum .... 

344V20Q 

320/200 

„.620«# 

400/250 

Potato 

300050 

String Bean 

TOO## 


...jaw 59 

Tomato 

_2HV120 


Water melon J2I0/U® 



September 





Jordan Times, Monday, September 23, 1996 


Queen opens two-day 
environmental workshop 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — Accord- 
ing to a Royal Court State- 
ment, a two-day Environ- 
mental Workshop for 
Senior Drama Scenarists 
was opened Monday by 
Her Majesty Queen Noor at 
the Forte Grand Hotel. 

The environmental work- 
shop was organised by the 
Regional Office for West 
Asia ( ROWA ) of the United 
Nations Environment Pro- 
gramme (UNEP) and the 
Council of Arab Ministers 
Responsible for the Envi- 
ronment (CAMRE) of the 
Arab League in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Munic- 
ipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment and the 
Noor A1 Hussein Founda- 
tion (NHF), the statement 
said. 

The Queen emphasised 
the need to utilise all forms 
of dramatic expression, be 
it comedy or drama to con- 
vey environmental mes- 
sages and she expressed her 
appreciation of the commit- 
ment of renowned Arab 
artists who are pooling their 
talents to serve the environ- 
mental cause. 

According to UNEP/R- 
OWA's Regional Informa- 
tion and Conun unication 
Officer Maha Fahoum. the 
workshop has gathered “24 
prominent writers, produc- 
ers and directors in the 
Arab World, including 
Dureid Lahham (also 
known as Ghawwar), 
Safiyyah A1 Omari, 
Us am ah Anwar Akasheh 
and Nabil SawaJhah. to dis- 
cuss means of communicat- 
ing environmental mes- 
sages through the mediums 
of television and cinema in 
order to raise environmen- 
tal awareness and con- 
tribute to achieving sustain- 
able development," the 
statement said. 

‘'The .workshop's presents- , 
lions will range from ener- 
gy and its pollutants, man- 
agement of water 
resources. eco-manage- 
meni, the protection of 
marine ecology to preserv- 
ing biodiversity, combating 
desertification and the role 
of grassroots organisations 
and the media in raising 
environmental awareness. 

The statement continued 
that in his speech. Minister 


of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs anu the Environ- 
ment Dr. Abdul Razzaq 
Tbeishat remarked that the 
Queen previously headed a 
national commission to 
develop environmental 
laws and played a viral role 
in rallying support for for- 
mulating Jordan's National 
Environmental Strategy. 

which was officially 
approved by the govern- 
ment in 1991. 

He listed the country’s 
environmental achieve- 
ments which include ratify- 
ing more than 32 
international environmental 
accords, passing the New 
Environment Law for 1995 
and the establishment of the 
General Corporation for 
Environmental Protection. 
The latter has funded a 
national programme to sub- 
stitute substances which 
deplete the ozone in indus- 
trial businesses with ozone- 
friendly ones. Dr. Nadirah 
Kubbah of CAMRE stated 
that CAMRE has also 
implemented various sus- 
tainable development pro- 
grammes. the statement 
said. 

The Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation's Theatre in 
Education (TIE) will also 
present a model of work to 
be applied by writers and 
directors and” which does 
not involve large and 
expensive productions, but 
is aimed to be effective and 
easily comprehended by the 
public. 

According to TIE'S Pro- 
gramme Director Lina Tell- 
Batayneh: “We are present- 
ing a scene following the 
methodology of theatre-in- 
education to promote con- 
cepts and themes related to 
social development where- 
by one can disseminate 
information to the public 
• dirough short scenes which 
involve audience participa- 
tion in order to solve prob- 
lems and to clarify themes 
through active participa- 
tion."” 

UNEP/ROWA’s Informa- 
tion. Communication and 
Public Awareness Pro- ’ 
gramme (IEC). of which 
Queen Noor is a patron, 
aims at eliciting pubic par- 
ticipation in sustainable 
development strategies and 


programmes by producing 
and disseminating publica- 
tions and audio-visuals, 
establishing environmental 
outreach programmes, and 
promoting the implementa- 
tion of environment-friend- 
ly technology and produc- 
tion. 

The statement continued 
that the LEC’s plans for the 
next two years include 
encouraging the production 
of a TV drama series deal- 
ing with environmental 
concerns that may be aired 
next Ramadan in addition 
to preparing a code of 
ethics for children and a 
guidebook on environmen- 
tal issues. The latter will 
give tips on how to manage 
natural resources, save 
energy, reduce waste, avoid 
pollution and raise aware- 
ness on critical problems 
like desertificarion and haz- 
ardous waste. 

EEC is also planning to 
organise a regional envi- 
ronmental conference for 
children to allow them “to 
voice their concerns and 
debate environmental 
issues" as well as an annual 
regional meeting for Global 
500 Laureates. 

The Global 500 Roll of 
Honour was launched in 
1987 by UNEP to recognise 
the outstanding achieve- 
ments of individuals and 
organisations in protecting 
and improving the environ- 
ment; Queen Noor received 
the Award in June 1995 for 
“her activism in environ- 
mental protection, in pro- 
moting awareness and initi- 
ating community action for 
the preservation of Jordan's 

natural heritage.” 

UNEP/ROWA also runs am 
IEC programme that aims 
at raising awareness among 
the public decision-makers 
and eliciting their participa- 
tion. 

Former Minister of Social 
Development Salwa 
Damen-Masri accompanied. 
Queen Noor to the event, 
the statement said. 


UNRWA 

makes 

financial 

plea 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The ten 
countries which form the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) 
Advisory Commission Sun- 
day opened a meeting in 
Amman to review a repon 
slated for the UN General 
Assembly meeting this fall 
given by Commissioner Gen- 
eral Peter Hansen. 

Mr. Hansen gave a briefing 
of his draft report to the UN. 
allowing room for the Advi- 
sory Commission to include 
remarks and views for the 
final submission. 

He also reviewed general 
services offered by UNRWA 
to Palestinian refugees in five 
areas: Jordan, die West Bank, 
Gaza Strip. Lebanon and 
Syria. 

The Advisory Commission 
includes Jordan. Syria. 
Lebanon, Egypt, the U.S., 
Japan, the U. K-, France, Bel- 
gium and Turkey and was 
established in the early 50s to 
be entrusted with assisting the 
Commissioner General in the 
continuity of the agency's 
services in the Middle East. 

They are scheduled to dis- 
cuss recurrent general deficits 
in the UNRWA's budget as 
well as the specific case of 
the 1996 deficit, heretofore 
amounting to $45 million. 

On the eve of the meeting. 
Director of UNRWA Opera- 
tions in Jordan Robert Hop- 
kins said that the agency 
faces an acute financial short- 
age and further warned that 
unless speedy action is taken 
to redress the situation, 
UNRWA would be forced to 
make very difficult decisions 
with conceivably negative 
repercussions. 

He said that the donor 
naupn§,9re expected. to brain- 
storm ways of minimising the 
budget deficit that, the 'agency 
might, maintain its services to. 
Palestinian refugees. 

Mr. Matar said: “We do not 
want to reach a situation 
whereby we have to make 
cuts to the refugees in the 
time of their greatest need.” 

He said that "Mr. Hansen 
will ask the donors to dig 
deeper into their pockets [and 
that] money will have to 
come or drastic measures will 
be taken.” 


HRH Princess Basma leads NGO 
workshop to discuss gender issues 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

.AMMAN — Non-govern- 
mental Organisations 
(NGOs) maintain an impor- 
tant role in tackling Arab 
women’s concerns and 
these institutes should con- 
tinue to play a vital role to 
insure equality and compre- 
hensive social development 
for women in the furure. 

This, was the main call 
leaders. NGOs and 
women's activists issued 
during the two-day Arab 
. Non-GovemmentaJ Organi- 
, ’ sations’ Regional Meeting 
slated to discuss a plan of 
action for Arab NGOs to 
follow up on the recom- 
mendations of the 1995 
Fourth World Conference 
on Women in Beijing. 

HRH Princess Basma. 
who officially inaugurated 
the event, said NGOs play a 
vital role in women's devel- 
opment processes and that 
their cause “concerns 
human rights." 

"It is clear that NGOs 
play a vital role for 
women's development and 
their fight against discrimi- 
nation, so that they will be 
equal to men and be able to 
serve their community 
based on the Islamic Sharia 
and our Arab tradition. 
Princess Basma said. 

The Princess further high- 
- lighted continual problems 
yand struggles which Arab 
women still encounter. 

“I am not adding anything 
new if I say that women in 
the Arab region still face 
the same problems, diffi- 
culties, and challenges,” 
she said. 


Such problems. the 
Princess maintained, are 
economic and women are 
especially vulnerable. 

"Women are not moving 
forward and in most cases 
they are moving backwards 
instead of progressing, and 
they are not the priority in 
their society,” she said. 

Armed conflicts, the des- 
ignation of resources to the 
military, an J the purchase 
of weapons is the dominant 
aspect in the region. 
Princess Basma said. 

Today's gathering will 
hopefully be a new step for 
us to work hand in hand in 
serving Arab women and 
improving their status," the 
Princess said. 

Am an Kabarah Sharani, 
speaking on behalf of the 
representatives of partici- 
pating Arab NGOs said that 
this conference should be 
responsible for forming a 
regional document con- 
cerning the role of NGOs to 
improve Arab women’s sta- 
tus for the furure. 

The document, she added, 
should reflect Arab 
women’s issues and their 
concerns as well as high- 
lighting priorities with 
regard to the latest develop- 
ments in the .Arab world. 

“We are aiming, through 
this conference, to encour- 
age women’s abilities, pro- 
fessions and hobbies that 
they might better surpass 
obstacles in accomplishing 
their goals,” she told the 
gathering. 

” Dr. Sharani pointed to the 
unrest in the region and the 
armed conflicts “which 
have a negative effect on 
women and hinder their 


progress. 

“We need to exert more 
effort before we are able to 
fully secure social justice 
between men and women, 
rich and poor,” she stressed, 
adding that there can be no 
democracy or human rights 
without equality between 
the sexes. 

“A woman's fight is not 
solely her own but is the 
struggle of both men and 
women ... to build a more 
perfect society and civilised 
development,” Dr. Sharani 
added. 

Salwa Nasser, coordina- 
tor for the National Jordan- 
ian Committee for Women 
(NJCW), told the gathering 
that these concerns demon- 
strate a regional resem- 
blance and that “we hope 
that .participants will be 
able to draw an Arab docu- 
ment which reflects the sta- 
tus of Arab women." 

The main topics being 
reviewed by the conference 
are; measures to fight 
poverty, promotion of gen- 
der equality, health and 
other basic services, com- 
bating violence against 
women, the consequence to 
women of armed conflicts, 
and the role of the media in 
reporting on women’s 
issues. 

The objective of the 'con- 
ference is to activate a 
process following up on the 
Forth World Conference on 
Women platform of Action 
in the Arab countries. 

The conference also aims 
at sharing information 
about steps taken on a 
national level and to reach 
an agreement on the mech- 
anisms for regional cooper- 


ation based on national 
agreements. 

Moreover, they plan to 
discuss issues of common 
interest such as institutional 
structures, legislation relat- 
ed to women and interpre- 
tation of the Islamic Sharia. 

The conference will con- 
clude today by drafting a 
document to be reviewed in 
a three-day group meeting 
on Sept. 25 to 27. 

The document will then 
be reviewed by the minis- 
ters from various Arab 
countries in their two-day 
meeting in Amman on Sept. 
2S and 29. 

Representatives at die 
NGOs meeting and work- 
shop hail front the follow- 
ing countries: Yemen, 

Lebanon, Egypt. Palestine, 
Algeria, the United Arab 
Emirates. Morocco. Sudan, 
Kuwait. Tunisia. Oman, 
Djibouti and Jordan. 

In addition, representa- 
tives from several United 
Nations organisations are 
participating and presenting 
working papers. 

The meeting, held at the 
Regency Hotel, is organ- 
ised by the NJCW in coop- 
eration with participating 
NGOs in addition to a task 
force composed of repre- 
sentatives of the United 
Nations Fund for Women 
(UNIFEM), the Economic 
Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA), the United 
Nations Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP) and the 
United Nations Fund for 
Population Activities 
(UNFPA). 


Suspect detained in connection 
with death of Shmeisani children 


By Rana Hnsseini 

Special ip the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Officials Sun- 
day confirmed that the sud- 
den death of two children in 
the Shmeisani district of 
Amman, nearly two weeks 
ago, was a criminal act and 
that an unnamed individual 
is being questioned in its 
connection. 

According ro an official 
source, investigations have 
reached final ” stages and 
“police have gathered leads 
and evidence which have 
pointed to a suspect.” 

The official did not elabo- 
rate further. 

Hanin Mazen Masri, nine, 
and her six-year-old brother 
Hanj died of cyanide poi- 
soning on the morning of 


Sept. 11. 

According to the official 
source, the suspect is some- 
one close to the family with 
access to the children and is 
familiar with their daily rou- 
tine. 

Pathologist Mo’men Hadi- 
di is heading the committee 
which performed the autop- 
sy on the children and Sun- 
day confirmed that results 
indicate that the act was a 
deliberate one. 

“The final results indicate 
that it was a deliberate act. 
and when you deal with 
such criminal acts all possi- 
bilities are open.” Dr. Hadidi 
said. 

In commenting on the poi- 
sonous material (cyanide 
salt) which caused their 
death. Dr. Hadidi stressed 


that cyanide is not widely 
distributed because “it is 
classified as a chemical and 
difficult to obtain.” 

According to the patholo- 
gist, cyanide is not in itself 
toxic, but when ingested, 
“certain chemical reactions 
take place. 

“ Cyanide salt reacts with 
stomach acid thereby form- 
ing cyanide acid which is 
extremely toxic.” he said, 
adding that cyanide acid 
“can kill in no time." 

Cyanide causes respiratory 
failure. Symptoms include 
breath odour resembling bit- 
ter almonds. 

But according to Dr. Hadi- 
di. the odour disappears 
when combined with anoth- 
er substance. 

“In my opinion, the person 


who poisoned the children 
with the deadly substance 
has excellent knowledge of 
cyanide as well as access to 
the material or knows peo- 
ple who have access to it,” 
Dr. Hadidi told the Jordan 
Times. 

The two children had milk 
for breakfast at 6:45, then 
were left alone after their 
mother went to give her hus- 
band a ride to work. 

Officials had initially ruled 
out food poisoning, suicide 
or the accidental consump- 
tion of a noxious substance. 

Upon her return at 7:15. 
the mother found her chil- 
dren unconscious and 
rushed them to the hospital. 

Hani was declared dead on 
arrival, while Hanin died 
shortly thereafter. 


Minister says grazing 
land becoming scarce 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
bill for imported cereals 
and animal feed is forcing 
Jordan to take practical 
steps to increase local pro- 
duction of grain and 
develop pasture lands, 
ensuring sufficient animal 
feed for the country's live- 
stock, Minister of Agricul- 
ture Mustafa Shneikat said 
Sunday. 

Addressing the opening 
session of a two-day 
workshop organised to 
review ” population 
resource and livestock 
wealth studies covering 
the northeastern badia 
region. Dr. Shneikat said 
that the region provides 
poor pasture for the ani- 
rnals largely' due to low ' 
‘.rainfall. * j 

Disorganised grazing, 
soil erosion and the fact 
that grazing is unrestricted 


in the badia region are all 
reasons for the scarcity of 
shrubs and other sheep 
feed, said the minister. 

Meanwhile. Dr. Shneikar 
Sunday announced the 
Ministry of Agriculture's 
decision to open all the 
natural forest lands of at 
least 15 years of age to 
grazing during the 
autumn. 

The minster said that he 
instructed all agricultural 
departments in the vari- 
ous govemorates to moni- 
tor grazing and to ensure 
professional supervision 
thereof. 

L& instructions to the 
heads of various agricul- 
tural departments, the 
minister stated that- the 
livestock will be permitted 
to graze in the forest land 
regions solely during the 
autumn season. 


WMAT’SGOING o 


FILM 

*”Le Son per” at the French Cultural Centre at 8:00 
p.m. 

CHINESE FILM WEEK 

•Two Chinese films entitled. “Natural Scenes from 
China” and “Drums at the Volcanic Mountain” at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 7:00 p.m. 

LECTURES 

♦"Jerusalem’s Arabism" by Dr. Hazera Nusseibah at 
the Orthodox Club, Abdoun at 7:00 pan. 

♦"Protection of Heritage and Environment in a Jor- 
danian Valley — the Case of Jala’d” by Mr. Ghazi 
Saudi at the Friends of Archaeology Centre at 6:30 
p.m. (TeL 696682). 

♦’The Struggle of Cultures and Ideologies” (Arabic) 
by A. Azrah Omar at Abdul Ham eed Sboman Foun- 
dation, Jabal Amman at 6:30 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Plastic art by Iraqi artist Widad Ayal at the Royal 

Cultural Centre^ until Sept. 26. . . 

* Works by artists from France, Algeria, Turkey, 
Morocco, and Egypt entitled “Ihpis Volants” at the 
French Cultural Centre, Jabal Weibdeb, until Sept. 24. 
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4 more killed in S. Korean mass 
hunt for Northern infiltrators 


KANGNUNG. South Korea 
(AFP) — Gunbattles bet- 
ween fugitive North Korean 
commandos and South Ko- 
rean troops left another four 
dead Sunday as infiltrators 
from a beached submarine 
continued to elude their 
hunters. 

The Northern and Sou- 
thern sides lost two soldiers 
each as tens of thousands of 
South Korean troops kept 
up the chase. 

Twenty North Koreans 
have now been killed since 
their submarine ran aground 
last Wednesday some 100 
kilometres south of the 
demilitarized zone (DMZl 
separating the two Koreas. 

"Five more fugitives are 
probably still at large and 
holed up in the mountains 
near the northeastern city of 
Kangnung.*' a Defence Mi- 
nistry spokesman. 

So far only one North 


Korean intruder has been 
captured alive. 

One of the two North 
Koreans killed early Sunday 
in an exchange of grenades 
and rifle fire was wearing a 
South Korean army uni- 
form. the spokesman said. 

The rwo, inducing the 
captain of the wrecked 325- 
tonne reconnaissance sub- 
marine. opened fire when 
surrounded by soldiers, he 
said. 

The five-day sweep has 
left three South Korean sol- 
diers dead, including an 
army paratrooper who died 
Saturday after being shot in 
die head. 

Some 40.000 South Ko- 
rean troops and reserves are 
involved in the dragnet, 
with helicopters dropping 
off paratroopers deep into 
the mountains around 
Kangnung during their day- 
light operations. 


Fighter jets swooped 
overhead Sunday as South 
Korean soldiers carrying 
mortars and machine guns 
crept up the hills following 
tracker dogs. 

At dusk, heavily armed 
South Korean soldiers 
painted their faces black as 
though taking part in a night 
ambush. 

The sole captive told 
interrogators the sub had 
carried 26 people on a mis- 
sion to drop off agents. He 
also reportedly said North 
Korean submarines had car- 
ried out spy operations 
along the South Korea's 
east coast for a year. 

Intelligence authorities 
said i 1 of the dead, found in 
a group Wednesday and 
thought to have committed 
suicide at first, appeared to 
have been executed by col- 
leagues on orders from 
Pyongyang. 






A North Korean submarine is towed by a South Korean naval vessel to Tonghae Port 
from Kangnung in South Korea Sunday. The submarine, suspected of carrying about 
26 North Korean infiltrators, ran aground on an east coast beach on Sept. 18 with 
several spits still at large and the subject of a massive manhunt (Reuter photo) 


The 11 included a North 
Korean colonel. Each one 
had been shot in the back of 
(he head. 

The killings sparked spec- 
ulation that the colonel, 
identified by the sole pris- 
oner as Kira Dong- Won, 50. 
was too big an intelligence 
catch to risk being captured. 

The captive allegedly said 
the colonel was in charge of 
sea transport for agents in 
the North’s Military Intelli- 
gence Department. 

The infiltration triggered a 
security alarm in the South, 
which has technically been 
at war with the North since 
1953 despite an armistice. 
The U.N. Security Council 
voiced serious concern over 
the sea incursion. 

In Washington, State De- 
panmen t spokesman Ni- 
cholas Bums said the Uni- 
ted States strongly urged 
North Korea “to refrain 
from all such acts in the 
future.” 

But Mr. Bums said Wa- 
shington and Seoul “want to 
go ahead with the four-party 
(peace) talks, because this 
represents the largest ambi- 
tion and objective that we 
have.” to achieve peace on 
the Korean peninsula. 

The offer for four-party 
talks, with China and the 
United States in supporting 
roles, was made in April, 
but the Communist North 
has balked at accepting it. 

South Korean Foreign 
Minister Gong Ro-Myung 
warned that the infiltration 
was “bound to affect” inter- 
national food aid to the 
impoverished North, crip- 
pled by chronic food short- 
ages. 

But be too stressed the 
peace talks offer would be 
pushed. 

In an incident unrelated to 
the infiltration drama later 
Sunday, a South Korean 
army private, armed with a 
rifle and dozens of rounds 
of ammunition, was in- 
volved in a confrontation 
with troops after deserting 
from his barracks near the 
inter- Korean border, a De- 
fence Ministry spokesman 
said. 

The deserter fled into a 
nearby bonier area, which 
had been mined to prevent 
North Korean infiltrations, 
after opening fire at random 
and throwing two hand 
grenades into a kitchen and 
barracks at his unit, the 
spokesman said. Nine sol- 
diers were wounded in the 
incident. 

Several of the soldiers 
attacked by the deserter 
were wounded seriously 
and rushed to a military 
hospital, he said. 


Pope ignores protests 
as he caps French visit 

REIMS. France < AFP) — Pope John Paul H capped a four- 
day visit to France Sunday with a large open-air mass 
which has sparked a historical row here, ignoring protests 
by militant secularists opposed to his trip. 

As demonstrators gathered in Paris, the 76-year-old 
Pontiff travelled to the northeastern city of Reims to cele- 
brate the 1.500th anniversary of the baptism of Frankish 
King Clovis, the first Roman Catholic monarch in Europe. 

Secularists claim the Pope’s celebration of the Reims 
mass compromises France's status as a secular republic, in 
which church and state were formally separated under a 
1905 law. 

A national demonstration was planned during the day in 
Paris, called for by a grouping of more than 60 secularist, 
homosexual and other campaign groups. More than 2.000 
people attended an anti-papal demonstration in Tours 
Saturday. 

In his Sunday morning sermon before 1S0.000 Catholics 
from France and Belgium, the Pope celebrated Clovis" con- 
version. which he has said makes France ”ihe eldest daugh- 
ter of the church." 

“Fifteen centuries ago. Clovis the king of the Franks 
received the sacrament. ... Baptism freed him from original 
sin and from every sin he had committed. ... His compatri- 
ots. baptised with him. received the same gifts.” 

The trip to France, Pope John Paul's fifth as Pope, has 
divided a nation which like many Western states has u flag- 
ging interest in organised religion. Nearly SO per cent of 
French people are baptised, but only six million attend 
church out of a population of 57 million. 

In Tours Saturday more than 2.0U0 protesters took to the 
streets as Pope John Paul II celebrated a mass for handi- 
capped and marginalised people in a nearby basilica. 

His hardline views on key moral and sexual issues such 
as abortion and contraception are increasingly criticised in 
the age of AIDS, of which France has the largest number of 
sufferers in Europe, 

The Polish-born Pontiff has claimed all along that the trip 
to France is a "pilgrimage” to a series of sacred shrines, 
and dismissed any question of political intervention. 

The ailing Pontiff, who is to have an appendix operation 
on OcL. 6. again appeared on form Sunday morning as he 
addressed the huge crowds gathered under gloomy skies at 
an air base outside Reims for the open-air mass. 


Greek Socialists face 
strong poll challenge 


ATHENS (RJ — Greeks 
voted Sunday in an election 
seen as a close-run contest 
between Socialist Premier 
Costas Simitis and his con- 
servative challenger Mil- 
tiadis Evert. 

Mr. Simitis, 60. strongly 
pro-European in contrasr to 
his predecessor, the late 
Andreas Papandreou. called 
the snap election confident 
he was leading in public 
opinion polls. 

But he has found himself 
neck and neck with the con- 
servatives after a lacklustre 
campaign. 

Mr. Evert. 57. who 
launched a strong campaign 
and did not shy away from 
issuing populist promises 
could well find himself the 
winner of this contest, poll- 
sters said. 

About 8.5 million Greeks 
were required to cast a man- 
datory vote at polling sta- 
tions around the country, 
which opened at sunrise at 
0413 GMT and close at 
sunset at 1620 GMT. 

The Socialists, in their 
first national election with- 
out flamboyant founder An- 
dreas Papandreou. who died 
earlier this year, are leading 
in public opinion polls but 
within the margin of error. 

Polls showed unprece- 
dented voter apathy and a 
turn to smaller parties, 
reflecting public indiffer- 
ence to both the personali- 
ties and issues of the cam- 


paign. 

Past elections had been 
marked by contrast between 
the conservative pro-Euro- 
pean stance and Papan- 
dreou’s anti-European and 
anti-NATO policies. These 
emotional issues have paled 
with Mr. Simitis' decidedly 
pro-European line. 

"Get off the couch” was 
the front-page headline in 
the liberal Eleftherotypia 
newspaper on voting day. 

With the European 
Union's specific prescrip- 
tion for turning around 
Greece's ailing ecomomy. 
parties have had little room 
to clash on most economic 
issues and have turned their 
campaign into a personality 
contest. 

The Socialists have paint- 
ed the diminutive, academic 
Simitis as a pragmatic vi- 
sionary able to lead Greece 
in a 2 1st century united 
Europe. 

But his academic rhetoric, 
often accompanied by 
charts, failed to rouse the 
hard-core Socialists used to 
Papandreou ’s more pas- 
sionate style, which got him 
three landslide victories in 
1981, 1985 and 1993. 

Mr. Evert banked on Mr. 
Simitis’ calls for more work 
and sacrifices so that 
Greece can catch up with its 
EU partners to lose the 
Socialist votes. He pro- 
mised rises in pensions and 
a relaxation in taxation. 


A woman struggles with her broken umbrella to provide at least some shelter from 
Typhoon Violet bitting Tokyo Sunday. Two people have been killed and eight injured 
in addition to the forced cancellation of nearly 200 domestic flights (Reuter photo) 

2 die, 6 missing as typhoon 
slams into Tokyo region 


TOKYO (AFP) — A ty- 
phoon packing winds of up 
to 217 kilometres an hour 
swept across the eastern 
coast of Japan Sunday. leav- 
ing two people dead and six 
others missing while trig- 
gering dozens of landslides. 

More than 200 domestic 
and international flights 
were cancelled and train 
services were disrupted by 
typhoon . Violet, which 
swept along the east coast 
from a southerly direction. 

Police said a motorist in 
Kanagawa prefecture south 
of Tokyo died when a tree 
crushed his car. Three pas- 
sengers were reportedly 
injured in the accident. 

A six-year-old boy died in 
a landslide in Fukushima 
prefecture north of the capi- 
tal and six other people 
were reported missing, inc- 
luding three surfers and a 
62-year-old man swept into 
a river in Chiba prefecture 
east of Tokyo. 

In Tateyama. a port on the 
southern tip of the Boso 
peninsula. 100 homes were 
flooded and another 1,500 


were without power. Japan 
Broadcasting Corp. (NHK) 
reported. Trucks were over- 
turned and trees uprooted. 

Record rainfall of eight 
centimetres an hour was 
reported in Sodegaura east 
of Tokyo, the Meteorologi- 
cal Agency said. 

Many central Tokyo roads 
were flooded and 40 land- 
slides were reported around 
the capital. 

"We’re gathering infor- 
mation,”’ Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto said 
when asked about the 
typhoon. 

At Narita Aiport. 18 inter- 
national arrivals and depar- 
tures were cancelled and 32 
incoming flights were 
diverted to other airports, a 
spokesman said. 

The- domestic airport at 
Haneda was more seriously 
affected with 195 flights 
cancelled. All Nippon Air- 
ways (ANA), the main do- 
mestic carrier, suspended 
103 flights including all 
incoming services, officials 
said. Three other carriers 
cancelled a further 92 


flights. 

East Japan Railway sus- 
pended services on 13 sepa- 
rate train lines, including 
bullet-train services bet- 
ween Tokyo and Osaka as 
well as services to Narita 
Airport. Keisei Electric 
Railway suspended its ser- 
vices to Narita, which is 60 
kilometres from central 
Tokyo. 

Up to 25 centimetres of 
rain was expected to fall on 
. Tokyo up .until Monday 
morning, the Meteorolo- 
gical Agency said. 

" An earthquake with a ma- 
gnitude of 5.3 on the Rich- 
ter Scale rocked the Tokyo 
area just before noon. The 
epicentre was 50 kilometres 
below the seabed in the 
Pacific Ocean off the coast 
of the Boso peninsula. 

While the Japanese archi- 
pelago is battered by more 
than a dozen typhoons 
every' year, few come dose 
to the capital. The last 
typhoon to approach the 
Tokyo area in 1 993 left two 
people dead in northern 
Japan. 


Armenian leader faces election 
challenge from former ally 


YEREVAN (R) — Armenians, hoping fora 
better life after five hard years of indepen- 
dence. voted Sunday in an election pitting 
President Levon Ter-Petrosyan against his 
former prime minister in a bid for a new' 
five-year term. 

Mr. Ter-Petrosyan has led the country 
through a time of acute economic hardship 
caused partly by a protracted confrontation 
with neighbouring Azerbaijan over its 
iargeW-AVmenian enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

Voters filed into polling stations in the 
capital Yerevan in bright sunshine. The 2.4 
million electorate in the mountainous 
Caucasus state sandwiched between Iran, 
Azerbaijan. Georgia and Turkey had until 
10 p.m.( 1800 GMT) to cast ballots. 

Ballot papers listed four presidential can- 
didates but only Mr. Ter-Petrosyan. an at 
times aloof academic running for a second 
and final five years in office, and ex- Prime 
Minister Vazgen Manukyan appear to have 
a realistic chance of winning. 

If no candidate wins more than 50 per 
cent of the votes, a second round runoff will 
be held in two weeks. 

Mr. Ter-Petrosyan. 51, casting his ballot 
in central Yerevan, said he was "very 
encouraged” by his chances and hailed the 
vote as a milestone in establishing Armenia 
as a democratic state. 

Mr. Manukyan. 50. who has made sweep- 
ing promises to raise living standards 
quickly in the impoverished country- pre- 
dicted victory' as he voted at a polling sta- 
tion in the Armenian Writer’s Union in the 
early morning. 

“People understand what is happening in 
the country and they want to live better,” he 
said, accompanied by his wife. 

The contest between the two former close 
allies, both of whom played big roles in 
leading Armenia to independence from the 
Soviet Union in 1991, has become bitter. 

Mr. Ter-Petrosyan. who disdains what he 
calls “election propoganda." has made few 
promises, focusing on stability, recent eco- 
nomic progress and battlefield victories 


over neighbouring Azerbaijan in an eight- 
year war over territory. 

But sensing his rival gaining ground, he 
launched blistering attacks in the closing 
hours of the campaign saying that a 
Manukyan presidency would bring "tyran- 
ny and chaos.” 

He said a coalition government proposed 
by Manukyan would make the country 
ungovernable and raise the prospect of a 
civil war. reverse triumphs against the 
Azeris and threaten die very existence of 
Armenia as an independent state. 

Mr. Manukyan has pledged to revive 
industry and improve the lot of the average 
person, still hurting from economic col- 
lapse brought on by the war and the demise 
of the Soviet Union. 

Armenia, a country' of 3.5 million people, 
suffered chaos and misery when the Soviet 
empire began to break up. embroiled in 
conflict with Azerbaijan over the enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, fighting has since 
been brought to an end by a ceasefire. 

Many people are still poor but the econo- 
my has begun to recover. 

Some voters expressed their preferences 
after casting ballots in the capital's work- 
ing-class Sovetskoyc district. 

"Ter-Petrosyan is a good man and I’ve 
supported him for five years. But everyone 
is so poor now. 1 haven’t had a steady job 
for five years and neither has my wife.” said 
Ovik Ycgezaryan. a 37-year-old father of 
two who voted for Manukyan. 

Orange-haired 70-year old Seda 
Khachturova. struggling out of the pollin'* 
station with a cane, backed Mr. Ter- 
Petrosyan in the belief that he represented 
stability. “He started and let him finish. 
Why change now?" she said. 

Several dozen international observers 
were on hand to monitor voting. They sav 
they hope to avoid irregularities which 
marred a parliamentary poll last vear. 


Fergie, Costner at 
Deng’s favourite 
eatery 


BEIJING <R) — The fa- 
vourite restaurant of Chi. 
na’s paramount leader 
Deng Xiaoping has be- 
come the latest victim f 
his economic reforms. 
Flamboyant Hong Kong 
businessman David Tang 
has taken over the Sichuan 
restaurant, poured. $8 tnfl. 
lion into renovation and 
turned it into what is 
arguably the plushest place 
to eat out in China. The 
rich and famous graced the 
opening of the China Club 
Beijing, in the back of a 
grey, narrow alley aIon£ 
Xidan. one of the capital's 
main shopping streets;'. 
Saturday. The Duchess .of 
York, estranged wife c»f 
Britain's Prince Andrew, 
flew in for the event, wear- * 
ing a low-cut green velvet • 
dress. American director £ 
and actor Kevin Costner 
showed up for what he •' 
described as a “friend." 
"Sometimes ■ when .your 
friends have important 
things happening in their 
life, it’s important to travel, 
be a part and with them," 
Costner told reporters as 
Mr. Tang smiled and 
looked on. Mr. Tang, a so- 
cialite who counts the 
duchess and Princess Dia- 
na among his close friends, 
said he went to great pains 
to restore the 10.000- 
square-metre Chinese com- 
pound with houses around 
a courtyard built in the 16th 
century. 

Thousands swim 
in Taiwan for 
record books # 

TAIPEI (AFP) — More - 
than" 12,000 Taiwanese ■ 
took to the waters of a lake 
here Sunday in a bid to win 
a place in rhe Guinnes 
Book of Records for the 
largest number of people 
swimming at the same time 
in a lake. "As far as I know, 
this is a new Guinnes re- 
cord. A total of 12,562 peo- 
ple finished the 2.5 kilome- 
tres cross-lake swimming 
in the Sun Moon Lake (in 
central Taiwan) in about 
four hours,” Tai Sheng-Yi, 
president of the Taiwan 
branch of the Guinnes 
World of Records Mu- 
seum, said. He said he 
would send the record to 
the British headquarters for^lj 
formal approval. Organiser 
Lin Yuan- Lang said the 
swimmers included a four- 
year-old boy, 216 physical- 
ly handicapped people, one 
blind man. and 115 couples 
over 50 years old. This was 
the 13th year his local gov- 
ernment had organised the 
cross-lake swim and the 
largest turn out to date, Mr. 

Lin said. In the first year, 
only some 500 took part, 
he added. 

Jackson cancels 
Casablanca 
concerts 

RABAT (AFP) — U-S. 
singer Michael Jackson has 
cancelled the two concerts 
he was to have given this 
month in the Moroccan city 
of Casablanca, one of the 
organisers said here. Sami- 
ra Ketiri said she had re- 
ceived a letter from JacHfi 
son’s impresario Teddy La- 
kis announcing without ex- 
planation the cancellation 
of the concerts, originally 
scheduled for Sept. 27 and 
29. Ms. Ketiri. commercial 
director of a major Casa- 
blanca hotel, said the Mo- 
roccan authorities had gi- 
ven their approval and 
preparations were almost 
complete. She described 
the cancellation as a heavy 
blow to the local tourist 
industry, which had re- 
ceived thousands of book- 
ings to see the Jackson 
show, part of the singer’s 
current world tour. Ms- 
Ketiri said she had been 
invited to Jackson's con- 
cert in' Zaragoza. Spain, 
and would make an effort 
to persuade him to appear 
in Morocco before the end 
of the year. Meanwh# 
press reports in neighbour- 
ing Tunisia said the singer 
would perform in Tunis on 
Oct. 7 in a stadium with a 
capacity of some 50,000- 
Ticket prices would range 
from $25 to S250. 


■f. 






v . 



\ > 




’ A. ' 


.v- 




World News 


Jordan Times, Monday, September 23, 1996 


De ng ? ; 


Tr,, .• 


j-f- ,■ 


Thousar 
ir. Taiv. 
record 


is sv.i: 
;an 


Activists of the Pakistan Peoples Party burn tyres in Lahore to protest over the killing of their leader Murtaza 
Bhutto, son of the former prime minister, the late Zulifqar Ali Bhutto, Sunday. Murtaza Bhutto was killed in a gun- 
battie between his guards and police just few yards from his residence in Karachi on Sept. 20 (Reuter photo) 

Clashes block Pakistan president’s condolence call 


LARKANA. Pakistan (R) 
— Demonstrators clashed 
with police Sunday outside 
the house of Murtaza Bhut- 
to, the slain brother of 
Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto, blocking a condo- 
lence call by President Fa- 
ro oq Leghari. 

Witnesses said the demon- 
strators chased away police 
as Mr. Leghari’s motorcade 
approached the area in 
Larkana in ' Sind province, 
forcing the president to 
withdraw. 

They said about 250 sup- 
porters of Murtaza accused 
Benazir's husband of con- 
spiring in the death of their 
leader in a shootout with 
police Friday. 

The demonstrators at- 
tacked police with sticks 
and stones, chanting anti- 
government slogans. Police 
retaliated in kind, but there 
was no gunfire. . . ■ 

Murtaza's sobbing Leba- 
nese widow. Ghinwa. urged 
supporters to remain calm 
and patient until a govern- 
ment-ordered inquiry' com- 
pleted its findings about the 
incident. 

‘"Even today people were 
raising slogans and I have 
asked'them. let us curse the 
killers but let us not take 
names now.” Ghinwa told 
reporters as her 1 2-y ear-old 
grief-stricken stepdaughter. 
Fatima, sat beside her. 

She said she would stay in 
Pakistan but had not made 
up her mind whether to take 
part in politics. 

A spokesman for Murta- 


3.000 members in a “mas- 
sive crackdown.” 

Inside the house, grim- 
faced relatives and friends 
watched in silence as the 
bloodstained sheets in 
which Murtaza had been 
wrapped before Saturday's 
funeral were cleared away. 

Murtaza, 42. was shot and 
killed, with six of his fol- 
lowers. in a clash with po- 
lice in Karachi Friday night. 
Another of his supporters 
died of his wounds Satur- 
day, newspapers said. 

Surviving members of the 
powerful Bhutto political 
dynasty came together at 
the family’s ancestral home 
in Larkana to pay their last 
respects to Murtaza. who 
was estranged from his 
older sister for much of his 
turbulent life. 

His death has visibly 
shaken Benazir, who inher- 
ited the leadership of the 
Pakistan Peoples Party 
iPPP) founded by their exe- 
cuted father, former Prime 
Minister Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto. 

She spent 90 minutes at 
Murtaza’s house Saturday 
night with her Iranian-born 
mother NusraL who has 
made no public comment on 
her son’s violent death. She 
lost another sou. Sbahna- 
waz, who died, apparently 
poisoned, in France in 1985. 

The two women were 
expected to visit the family 
grave later in the day. the 
second day of official 
mourning. 

Murtaza’s Shaheed Bhutto 


a three-day strike accused 
Benazir's husband Asif Ali 
Zardari Sunday of engineer- 
ing his death. 

A statement issued by 
Zafar Arif, a member of the 
central committee of Murta- 
za’s faction, said Mr. Zarda- 
ri had held secret talks with 
“criminal elements” in the 
security forces last week. 

“The murder of Murtaza 
Bhutto is the direct result of 
these conspiracies,” the 
statement said. 

No comment was immedi- 
ately available from Mr. 
Zardari. who is also invest- 
ment minister in his wife’s 
government. 

Police say Murtaza's 
guards fired first in the 
shootout, but opposition po- 
liticians disputed their ac- 
count and the Sind provin- 
cial government set up a 
judicial inquiry. 

Sind Chief Minister Ab- 
dullah Shah'&ud he wanted 
a separate police investiga- 
tion to complete its report 
within three days and ap- 
pealed for calm after reports 
of scattered violence. 

Opposition leader Nawaz 
Sharif accused the govern- 
ment of “state terrorism" 
against its political oppo- 
nents. 

Imran Khan, former Pa- 
kistan cricket captain who . 
now leads an opposition 
party, said he did not under- 
stand what had led to the 
shootout. “Like all Pakista- 
nis. we feel very sad about 
Murtaza Bhutto's death.” he 
told Reuters Television. 


Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto (right) with other officials, offers prayers to determine the facts be 
at her residence in Larkana Sunday for her estranged brother Murtaza Bhutto hind the incident and ideno 
(Reuter photo) fy the culprits" 

British Liberals prepare for election battle 


More than 1 0,000 mourn- 
ers watched as Murtaza was 
buried between the graves 
of his father and younger 
brother. Benazir and Nusrat 
stayed away from the burial 
because of the crowds. 

Pakistan newspapers con- 
demned police Sunday for 
killing the prime minister's 
estranged brother and 
demanded an inquiry." 

"There should be no co- 
ver-up and the guilty, re- 
gardless of their influence, 
should be punished.” the 
English-language daily The 
Nation urged. "The Karachi 
police, a creation of the pre- 
sent government, has be- 
come a Frankenstein now. 
The monster needs to be de- 
fanged and brought under 
proper discipline." 

It said, it would be irre- 
sponsible to blame a griev- 
ing Benazir for the death of 
her only ‘ surviving brother, 
but added: “It is inevitable 
that some of the responsibil- 
ity for this tragic outcome 
of the police action would 
devolve on her.” 

The Karachi-based Dawn 
newspaper said police had 
been given a free hand in 
the past to quell militants of 
the city’s Mohajir National 
Movement (MQM ). but 
were now out of control. 

“If there was a time when 
the foremost task in Karachi 
was to rein in the monster of 
terrorism unleashed by the 
MQM. the task is now 
wholly different,” the paper 
said. 

“It is to check the brutali- 
ty and trigger-happiness of 
a police force which has 
imbibed one overriding les- 
son from its drive against 
the MQM: To shoot first 
and ask questions later.” 

The News said the killing 
would have serious political 
repercussions at a time 
when all was not well for 
Benazir. 

"She will be most affected 
as inevitably the finger of 
guilt will be pointed at her, 
even though the accusation 
will be difficult to believe, 
as not only was Murtaza her 
brother, regardless of their 
political differences, but 
because he posed no threat 
to her,” the English-lan- 
guage daily said. 

“The government would 
do well to institute an im- 
mediate inquiry into the 
matter by a high court judge 
to determine the facts be- 
hind the incident and identi- 
fy the culprits.” 


BRIGHTON, England (R) — The curtain went up Sunday 
on Britain’s most" crucial party conference season for years 
when Liberal Democrat activists arrived in the southern 
resort of B rich ton to set out thetr general election wares. 

But political observers questioned whether the annual 
gathering of Britain’s third part} represents act one of the 

main political drama, or a show on the “l n » e * . 

For while the Labour opposition and ruling conservatives 
hope to use their conferences in the following two weeks as 
launchpads for an election victory next April or May, the 
Liberals aspire merely to influence in the next , par!iam«U. 

At best, sav political pundits, the party could 
seats in the 659-member House of Commons, and find 
-.■itself the junior partner in a coalition with Labour, which 
•would beihe first non- Conservative government in Britain 

Sl parry 9 |eader Paddy Ashdown asked on BBC Television 
about his ambitions for the election, replied: As many 
S as we Tan get and as many Liberal Democrat votes as 

u>a /••in achieve across the country. . 

The Liberals, who struggle against a British elector^ sys- 
tem which benefits their bigger rivals, at present hold -5 


parliamentary' seats — comparative luxury’ for a party 
which almost disappeared from the House of Commons in 
the 1950s. 

Yet although, following abysmal Conservative perfor- 
mances since the 1992 general election, they are now the 
second party in local government, their hopes for a break- 
through in national politics could be thwarted by the “Blair 
factor.” 

In making his party favourite to win the forthcoming elec- 
tion — it leads the Conservatives by 20 points in the polls 
— moderate leader Tony Blair has stolen liberal clothes. 

Labour has adopted constitutional reforms such as a bill 
of rights which were once the smaller party’s trade mark, 
and has moved much closer to the Liberals' pro-European 
stance. 

But Mr. Ashdown said electors would have to ask them- 
selves what Labour now stood for after Blair had ditched so 
many of its traditional socialist beliefs. 

“What do they believe in? How deep does the Blair revo- 
lution go? People don’t ask these sort of questions about the 
Liberal Democrats,” he told interviewer David Frost 


Taiwan, Hong Kong launch 
new anti-Japan protests 


TAIPEI (R) — Thousands 
marched through Taiwan's 
capital Taipei Sunday de- 
nouncing Japan's claim of 
sovereignty over a chain of 
uninhabited East China Sea 
Islands as a rusty tanker 
sailed from Hong Kong on a 
protest voyage. 

Three protest vessels were 
also set to leave for the 
islands later Sunday from 
northern Taiwan. 

Between 5,000 and 
10,000 demonstrators, ac- 
companied by a band of 
drummers and chanting 
“down with Japanese mili- 
tarism,” waved flags of Tai- 
wan's exiled Republic of 
China government and 
shouted “protect the 
Diaoyus” as the march 
wound its way through Tai- 
pei. 

Dozens of activists from 
Hong Kong and Macau also 
took part in the rally, 
sparked by Japan's claim to 
the islands, known in 
Chinese as the Diaoyus and 
in Japanese as the Senka- 
kus. 

An effigy of Japanese 
Prime Minister Ryucaro 
Hashimoto was tied to the 
front of a car and flogged. 

“The Diaoyu Islands be- 
long to the Chinese,” pro- 
tester Wei Tsu-Chun told 
Reuters. “We Chinese peo- 
ple cannot be bullied by any 
country. We cannot tolerate 
any country invading our 
territory.” 

The dispute erupted in 
July after Japanese ultra- 
rightists erected a light- 
house on one of the islands, 
angering rival claimants 
Taiwan and China. Taiwa- 
nese anger has swelled in 
recent days after Tokyo sent 
patrol ships to repel private 
vessels that try to approach 
the islands. 

“Every Chinese person is 
furious when we hear Japan 
occupies our Diaoyu Is- 
lands,” protester Chang 
Shu -Fan said. “I wish they 
would leave immediately.” 

Hong Kong protesters set 
sail on a rusty tanker for the 
islands to play cat-and- 
mouse with Japanese war- 
ships and to try to assert 
Chinese sovereignty over 
the isles. 

Hong Kong, a British co- 
lony on the south coast of 
China, reverts to Chinese ■ 
rule next year. 


Activist David Chan makes a "peace’ sign as he waves a Chinese flag from aboard a 
freighter outfitted as a protest ship moored in Hong Kong harbour Sunday. Mr. 
Chan, leader of the Alliance of Worldwide Chinese Protection of Daioyu Islands, 
heads a group of protestors and journalists who will sail to the Diaoyu Islands, or 
Senkakus in Japanese, a group of islands in the East China Sea which are claimed by 
Japan, China and Taiwan. The banner says ‘Chinese people require the Japanese 
people to get out of Chinese waters immediately’ (Reuter photo) 


The 2,800-tonne cargo 
tanker, carrying 18 anti- 
Japanese activists. 19 crew 
and 42 journalists 1 , wove its 
way through a flotilla of 
yachts bobbing on one of 
the world's busiest shipping 
lanes as it began its three- 
day journey. 

A banner across the bow 
of the ship boldly stated the 
mission's intention. “We. 
the Chinese people, request 
that you, the Japanese, leave 
Chinese waters,” it said. 

Taiwan and Hong Kong 
activists said they planned 
to leave northern Taiwan 
late Sunday to sail to the 
islands northeast of Taiwan 
and southeast of Japan's 
Okinawa to hoist the rival 
flags of the People’s Repub- 
lic of China and Taiwan's 
Republic of China. 

“If we have a chance we 
will definitely land on the 
island. We will tear down 
the lighthouse, burn the 
Japanese flag and hoist our 
own national flag,” organis- 
er and Taipei County As- 
semblyman Chin Chieh- 
Shou told Reuters. 

Taiwan said Saturday it 
was prepared to defend the 
Diaoyus, but only as a last 
resort. Taiwan’s Foreign 


Ministry is expected to hold 
a second round of talks with 
Japan next month on rival 
claims to fishing waters 
around the islands. 

Taiwan and China have 
been bitter rivals since a 
civil war split them in 1949 
when the Republic of China 
government, defeated by 
the Communists, took re- 
fuge on the island. 

Japan took the islands as 
war booty after ’ defeating 
imperial China in 1895. 
Beijing and Taipei say Chi- 
nese claims go back cen- 
turies but both have resisted 
calls to expel Japan by 
force. 

Many Taiwan people have 
criticised their government 
for taking too conciliatory a 
stance towards Tokyo and 
some even suggested that 
Taipei enlist mainland 
China’s help. 

Hong Kong activists have 
been even more vocal, urg- 
ing China to respond with 
force to Japan's territorial 
assertion. 

A group of paroled Tai- 
wan criminals have an- 
nounced a “dare-to-die” 
mission to bomb the Japa- 
nese lighthouse. 

Meanwhile, China has 


conducted large scale mili- 
tary manoeuvres off its 
northeastern coast, a news- 
paper revealed Sunday, in 
an apparent warning to Ja- 
pan over a disputed island 
chain. 

The joint army, air force 
and navy exercises were 
carried out on Sept. 13 and 
14 and involved mock 
blockades and landings on a 
group of unidentified is- 
lands off Liaoning pro- 
vince, the Liberation Army 
Daily said. 

Marines, amphibious 
tanks. landing craft and air 
support were used during 
the manoeuvres, using per- 
sonnel from the Shenyang 
military region. 

The timing of the war 
games and the publicity 
. given by the newspaper pro- 
vide a thinly disguised war- 
ning to Tokyo amid an on- 
going row over recent Ja- 
panese incursions in the 
Diaoyu Islands. 

According to the newspa- 
per, the war games involved 
a blockade of the unnamed 
islands by the navy and air 
force, followed by an inva- 
sion and occupation exer- 
cise conducted by Chinese 
marines. 


Clinton, Dole to hold 
2 debates, shun Perot 


New Japanese party 
launched with 51 MPs 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton and 
his Republican challenger 
Bob Dole will bold two 
televised debates in Octo- 
ber — without third-party 
candidate Ross Perot, a 
spokesman for the Dole - 
.campaign said. 

"They (the negotiations) 
are settled," Sen. Dole’s 
spokesman Gary Koops 
told AFP Saturday. ’‘We’re 
looking forward to one-on- 
one debates with Bill 
Clinton." 

The Clinton camp had 
pushed to include Mr. 
Perot, the feisty Texas bil- 
lionaire. but the Dole cam- 
paign had refused. Many 
analysts believe Mr. Perot 
could take more votes from 
Sen. Dole than from Presi- 
dent Clinton, a Democrat. 

Neither the Clinton cam- 
paign nor the Perot cam- 
paign could be immediately 
reached for comment 

However, lawyers for Mr. 
Perot’s Reform Party have 
vowed to file suit Monday 
seeking to participate in the 
presidential debates. 

Jam in Raskin, a constitu- 
tional law professor at 
American Llniversity here, 
said the lawsuit would 
argue that the bipartisan 
Commission on Presiden- 
tial Debates was an “illegal 
entity” that did not follow 
its own criteria when it 
decided to exclude Mr. Pe- 
rot from upcoming debates. 

“Mr. Perot passes all 
objective tests,” Mr. Raskin 
said. 

Mr. Perot reacted angrily 
last week when the com- 
mission recommended that 
he be excluded from this 
year’s debates because he 
does not have a realistic 
chance of winning the elec- 
tion. 


Four years ago, with his 
chance of victory no brigh- 
ter than today, Mr. Perot 
quickly became a credible 
voice simply by sharing the 
debate stage with President 
George Bush and Bill 
Clinton. 

“It meant he was to be 
taken as seriously as the 
major-party candidates,” 
Gerald Posner, author of the 
recently published biogra- 
phy Citizen Perot, said in 
an interview with the Phi- 
ladelphia Inquirer. “You 
can’t buy that, or earn it, 
without the imprimatur of 
the debates.” 

Which is exactly why Mr. 
Perot complained so vehe- 
mently last week after the 
bipartisan 10-member com- 
mission issued its recom- 
mendation. 

"Presidential debates are 
important because 80 million 
people watch them.” Mr. 
Perot declared. “Any candi- 
date who is excluded from 
these debates cannot present 
his views to the 80 million 
voters under any maimer. 

“If I can't get on television, 
I can't get the message out,” 
he added Friday. 

The prime motive for the 
commission's decision, he 
contended, "is to protect and 
preserve Washington’s cor- 
rupt political practices.” 

According to Mr. Koops, 
there will be two presidential 
debates lasting 90 minutes. 
The first will take place in 
Hartford, Connecticut, on 
Ocl* 6, and a second will 
occur OcL 16 in San Diego, 
California. 

A debate between Vice- 
President A1 Gore and Re- 
publican vice-presidential 
candidate Jack Kemp, also 
lasting 90 minutes, will take 
place on Oct. 9 in Florida, 
the Dole spokesman said. 


TOKYO (AFP) — Defec- 
tors from two of Japan’s 
three ruling parties joined 
independent lawmakers 
Sunday to launch a new 
political party which is tar- 
getting a fifth of the seats 
up for grabs in general elec- 
tions expected next month. 

The unofficial launch of 
the new Democratic Party 
at a Tokyo hotel came only 
five days before Prime 
Minister Ryu taro Hashimo- 
to is expected to dissolve 
parliament shortly after it 
resumes sitting Thursday. 

Mr. Hashimoto. who 
heads the conservative Li- 
beral Democratic Party 
(LDP), the dominant coali- 
tion partner, bas reportedly 
chosen Oct 20 as the date 
for the election, the first in 
almost 3-1/2 years. 

"We should create a party 
in which citizens play the 
leading role/’ Health and 
Welfare Minister Naoto Kan 
told the afternoon gathering 
which attracted about 1.000 
people including 51 lawmak- 
ers. 

The popular minister, an 
outgoing member of New 
Party Sakigake. the smallest 
in the coalition, is widely 
expected to lead the new 
party. 

While the new party wants 
to be seen as a third force 
behind the LDP and the 
opposition New Frontier 
Party, recent polls have indi- 
cated that it could attract 
roughly as many votes as the 
opposition party. 

The LDP currently has 206 
seats in the 511-seat lower 
house while New Frontier 
has 167. 

"We must create a Democ- 
ratic Party which is not con- 
trolled by Kasumigaseki,” 
Mr. Kan said, referring to the 
area in central Tbkyo where 


most government offices are 
located, often used to des- 
cribe Japan’s powerful bu- 
reaucracy. 

■That’s the difference bet- 
ween us and the LDP and the 
New Frontier Party,” the 
health and welfare minister 
said, speaking in front of the 
party’s new red logo un- 
' veiled Friday. 

Among the 51 lawmakers 
who attended the gathering 
Sunday were 30 members of 
the left-wing Social Democ- 
ratic Party (SDP) chaired by 
former Prime Minister Torai- 
ichi Murayama along with 14 
members of Sakigake. 
Among the SDP members of 
parliament was Pest and Te- 
lecommunications Minister 
Ichiro Hi no. 

Also present were five 
members of a group known 
as the Citizen’s League, inc- 
luding former SDP Chairman 
Sadao Yamahana who left the 
party last year after failing to 
get support for internal re- 
forms from the party’s left 
wing. 

During Sunday’s gathering, 
the new party endorsed 79 
candidates for the coming 
election. 

Yukio H3toyama. who re- 
cently quit Sakigake to set up 
the new party with his youn- 
ger brother Kunio from the 
New Frontier Party, told 
prospective party members 
that they should aim to cap- 
ture 100 seats in the lower 
house. 

In addition to fielding 200 
candidates in the 300 single- 
seat constituencies being 
fought for under a new elec- 
toral system, Mr. Hatoyama 
said the party would also 
field “several dozen” candi- 
dates in the 200 seats being 
contested under a new pro- 
portional representation sys- 
tem. 
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On road to equality 

IN AN unprecedented move to enhance the sta- 
tus of women and promote equality between the 
sexes, the government decided Saturday to 
entrust the National Com mi tee for Women under 
the leadership of Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basina with sweeping powers to formulate poli- 
cies, define priorities and chart plans of action to 
accomplish that objective. The committee will be 
well-placed to propose operational ideas on how 
to improve the status of women In a country, like 
most other countries, still dominated by men. 
Official and non-official figures from both the 
public and private sectors who comprise the 
committee have been given a clear mandate to 
examine the issue of equality between the genders 
in the country on a scale never experienced 
before. 

Equal treatment of all Jordanians irrespective 
of their sex is a fundamental human rights issue 
on which human rights activists should be afford- 
ed an equal opportunity to pronounce themselves 
on the subject and submit action-oriented pro- 
posals on it. 

Among the difficult tasks facing the committee 
is the authority to study existing legislations with 
a view to effecting their amendment to ensure 
equal treatment of the sexes. We all know, how- 
ever, that there are areas of existing unequal 
treatment between men and women, such as 
inheritance, which will prove impossible to 
address in all its dimensions. On the other hand, 
there are many other instances where discrimina- 
tion between the sexes can be easily removed if 
political will is found for that purpose. 
Citizenship rights of children of Jordanian 
jwomen, .for example, can be readily corrected. 
Women access to passports and to free travel can 
likewise be attained. The right to marry and 
divorce can also be addressed to the extent that 
wives would enjoy more protection. 

The issue of a special quota for women in 
Parliament is one that should be thought and 
discussed more carefully. To dictate the number 
of women in public life could constitute a 
reversed discrimination against men if it is pur- 
sued mechanically without due consideration to 
merits and qualifications. We all concede that 
women should be afforded equal opportunities in 
public with men. Men and women should enjoy 
equal access to all professions. Education should 
be accorded to them on an equal footing with 
men. But it is one thing, for example, to aim for a 
greater number of women in Parliament or the 
Cabinet and quite another to force the issue by 
arbitrarily measures. 

Women are not only half the society, but are as. 
important as the other half, men. Their potential 
needs to be fully utilised for the good of the coun- 
try and its people. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IF NORMALISATION is to he achieved between the 
Arabs, and Israel. it is inevitable to address the question 
of the Palestinian refugees who should be given the 
choice of repatriation or compensation, said a writer for 
Al Ra'i daily Sunday. Subhi Fahmawi referred to a 
recent statement b\ HRH Crown Prince Hassan about 
the rights of the refugees to return to their homeland 
and said that Prince Hassan is defending the Palestinian 
refugees' rights and making it clear that normalisation 
can be attained at the popular level rather than the gov- 
ernments' level only if justice is done and the 
Palestinian refugees are granted their legitimate rights. 
The writer said that it is unreasonable to see Jews emi- 
grating to the Palestinian lands from Poland and other 
countries while the indigenous Palestinians, the legiti- 
mate owners of the land, are deprived of such a right 
although they have been forced out of their lands and 
living in the diaspora since I94S. Just and durable peace 
can be achieved among nations only when the refugees, 
along with the rest of the Palestinians, are given their 
rights and can live in a democracy, he added. The writer 
said once these conditions are met. there will exist no 
problem between the Israelis and the Arabs as both 
sides will enjoy security, stability and a durable peace. 

AL DUSTOjjR daily dwelt on the chronic issue of 
recurrent deficits in the budget of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency f UNRWA ) and urged the 
donor nations whose representatives are meeting in 
Amman Monday to raise the required funds to enable 
the agency to pursue its services to the Palestine 
refugees, it is the responsibility of the world communi- 
ty. in general, and the wealthy nations, in particular, to 
secure sufficient funds for UNRWA to help it carry out 
its duty towards the unfortunate refugees who have 
been deprived of their lands due to Israel's occupation 
iif Palestine, stressed the daily. The agency is facing 
bankruptcy and its officials cry out for help to prevent 
any collapse of its services, noted the daily, which 
referred to a lira ft report to be .submitted to the U.N. 
General Assembly this autumn by the agency's com- 
missioner general who is warning the organisation that 
unless $45 million are pledged to cover the expenses 
for the remainder of 1996. the agency would be forced 
to drastically reduce its health, educational and social 
services to the refugees. The paper stressed that the 
donor nations conference in Amman Monday will serve 
as a litmus test for the world community’s credibility. 
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Crimes in the name of honour... or poverty? fon 


CLEANSING ONE’S honour of shame is typicaJIy han- 
dled by shedding the blood of a loved one; the person 
being murdered is typicaJIy a female, the murderer is typ- 
ically a male relative, and the punishment of the male is 
typically minimal. Most significantly, the murderer is 
revered and respected as a true man. 

In Jordan, and in many other countries, such an act is 
sanctioned and viewed as a social necessity; therefore, the 
munJerer and the crime, though ugly and beastly, are 
socially accepted. However, there are many observations 
associated with crimes of honour, which, when viewed 
with an eye to some economic principles, shed a light that 
renders the act a lazy solution to a problem. 

Economists view the family as a productive unit. In this 
unit, labour is traditionally split between the male and the 
female to produce commodities that are consumed by the 
household. .As producers, the most efficient households are 
the ones in which labour is specialised. In other words, as 
in international trade, families whose members tend to spe- 
cialise, produce the most output with the least inputs. 
Therefore, families in which the father or mother is viewed 
as relatively better than the other at taking care of the 
household must specialise in household production instead 
of market production (working at a job outside the house). 
Families which do not specialise usually produce lower 
quality products: less happiness for the members, lower 
quality children, and less satisfying performance outside 
the household. 

As a result, there is a sexual division of labour in fami- 
lies. Gaiy Becker, the University of Chicago Nobel laure- 
ate, wrote in his book A Treaties on the Family: "Although 
the sharp sexual division of labour in all societies between 
market and household sectors is partly due to the gains 
from specialised investments (labour investments), it is 
also partly due to intrinsic differences between the sexes. 
A man completes his biological contribution to the pro- 
duction of children when his sperm fertilises a woman’s 
egg, after which she controls the reproductive process: she 
biologically houses and feeds the foetus, delivers the baby, 
and often feeds the infant with her own milk. Moreover, 
women have been willing to spend much time and energy 
caring for their children because they want their heavy bio- 


logical investment in production to be worthwhile.” 

Women have faired worse than men in societies where 
the job market is underdeveloped, as they had another 
incentive to specialise in household activities: scarce 
employment opportunities. And since their labour is only 
required at the house, parents in underdeveloped countries, 
who view investment in the training of their children as a 
source of income for their own old age, tend to limit the 
training of their female children to household related activ- 
ities. Therefore, in poor, developing societies, women have 
very little to no option: they are to await marriage. 

The parents in such societies want their daughters to 
marry at any early age because it is one less mouth to feed. 
The labour of females in their parents' home when the 
male children are grown and gone becomes less valuable 
than in the early years when they could help the mother as 
the males were being trained to hunt, farm or manufacture. 

In such societies, the female that does not marry quickly 
becomes a heavy burden on her parents. Initially, they 
invest more in her appearance to induce males to marry 
her. As time goes by. economic rationality dictates that 
they either offer higher dowries, in societies where the 
bride’s family pays a dowiy. or accept less stringent 
requirements in a society, like in Jordan, where the male 
pays a dowry to the family of the bride. Additionally, in 
order for the parents to increase the marketability of their 
daughter, and to make her a permanently attractive com- 
modity to the male, they teach her household skills. 

In more open societies, high wage earning women are 
more attractive to men because not only can they take care 
of themselves, they can also produce a surplus which is 
later consumed by the household. 

In poor societies, the father of a female soon discovers 
that if a male is attracted to his daughter, this person will 
want to possess her at the lowest cost possible. In other 
words, the male would rather possess the female while she 
stays at her parents without him having to pay for her food, 
shelter and clothing. On the other hand, tbe father realises 
that the outcome of the male's conquest could be the 
extended stay of his daughter at his house and the possi- 
bility of her bearing a child which would mean that he 
would have another mouth to feed- Thus, the deadly game 


of honour is started between father and lover. 

The father threatens the male that if he wants his daugfa. 
ter. he will have to take care of her. The daughter is wanted 
that she will be punished if she encourages acts that do not 
lead to marriage. The female in such societies is usually 
killed or thrown out of her parents' house for “permissive- 
ness." Either punishment means that the parents have 
given up on her being reasonably cared for at another per- 
son’s expense. 

In a society with little market employment for females, 
this means that throwing the sinner out will lead her to 
lowly professions and a repeat of the act for which she was 
initially punished In societies where crimes of honour are 
punishable as murder, throwing one’s daughter out is more 
of a valid option and it is done only when she becomes 
pregnant. Sexually permissive societies usually offer 
employment opportunities to females so the parents do not 
view their daughters as a burden if they do not marry. 
Furthermore, in societies where crimes of honour are pun- 
ished lightly, the popular option is to kill the female 
because the cost is reasonably low. 

Killing the aberrant female is a lazy option that is moti- 
vated by selfishness, ignorance and poverty — not by love 
or pride. It is the option of those who want to work less, 
produce less and love less. A law that sanctions such an act 
is a law for a society where jobs are scarce and ignorance 
is rampant What is known as murder done in the name of 
honour should not be viewed as less criminal than any 
other murder act. Religion gives the right of punishment to 
the state and has not allowed the family to commit the 
crime of murder. Furthermore, this act. along with vendet- 
ta. are no longer necessary practices in a lawful society. 

The above is a possible explanation to the origin of a 
heinous act. ‘Whether the explanation is sound or not, it 
does not justify the act. Most importantly, what seems to 
be a product of noble traditions passed from father to son 
is nothing but a miserly act aimed at reducing the expen- 
ditures of an impoverished household. If this explanation 
is correct, then such crimes should be known as crimes of 
ignorance, crimes of laziness, or crimes of poverty, but 
never crimes of honour. 
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The Arctic Council — a 6 good’ international organisation 


• By Gwynne Dyer 

"PLEASE ACCEPT my res- 
ignation.” Groucho Marx 
telegraphed urgently. “I 
don’t want to belong to any 
club that would accept me 
as a member.” But countries 
are different; they will join 
any club that will have 
them. And now there is a 
new one: as of this week, a 
select group of nations can 
belong to the Arctic 
Council. 

Practically every region of 
the world has its own inter- 
national organisation: The 
OAU in Africa. ASEAN in 
South-East Asia, the Arab 
League, the OSCE in 
Europe, the OAS in the 
Americas. APEC in the 
Asia-Pacific region. Until 
recently, due to the cold 
war, the Arctic was the great 
exception. But no longer. 

The Arctic Council was 
first proposed by Canada in 
1989. but even after the 
Soviet collapse nothing hap- 
pened until everybody gave 
in to the U.S. demand that 
“security issues" be 
declared off limits. Ottawa 
persisted, however — and 
in 1994. it appointed an 
Inuit (Eskimo). Mary 
Simon, as Ambassador for 
Circumpolar Affairs. 

That set the tone for what 


followed. In the Arctic 
Council, formally launched 
in Ottawa on September 19. 
the native peoples of the 
North will not just send 
occasionaJ representatives 
or “observers”. They will be 
“permanent participants”. 
TTiat is only fair, but it is 
something entirely new in 
the diplomatic world. 

The little hunting-and- 
gathering groups- who ' still 
live the way the whole 
human race did only ten or 
fifteen thousand years ago 
are dwindling everywhere. 
Many national govern- 
ments. from Australia and 
India to Botswana and 
Brazil, have domestic poli- 
cies to protect the culture of 
their aboriginal peoples, but 
nowhere are they admitted 
into mainstream interna- 
tional organisations. Until 
now. 

In the Arctic Council, said 
Canadian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Lloyd Axworthy. 
“they will be full partici- 
pants. The only difference is 
that when it comes down to 
the final decision-making 
process, the governments 
have to be the ones that 
express their ‘yes'- and 
‘no's’." 

Natives are natives, and 
sovereignty is sacred. 

It sounds like the Catch 22 


to end aJI Catch 22s, but in 
fact it’s not. It is very rare in 
this sort of organisation for 
any major issue to be put to 
a vote. If a consensus is not 
possible, then countries will 
generally back off and 
search for a compromise. 

So to put native peoples in 
a position where, as “per- 
manent participants”, they 
can block consensus, is 
actually tantamount to giv- 
ing them a veto. Nor- do the 
indigenous peoples of the 
North suffer from the usual 
aboriginal handicap of 
being divided into dozens or 
hundreds of squabbling and 
ineffectual groups. 

There are eight countries 
in the Arctic Council: 
Russia, the United Stales 
(because of Alaska). 
Canada. Denmark (because 
it administers Greenland), 
Iceland. Norway. Sweden 
and Finland. Apart from 
Iceland, which was empty 
of people until the first 
Viking settlers arrived from 
Europe a thousand years 
ago, all the members have 
large aboriginal populations 
north of the 60-degree lati- 
tude. But their northern 
“natives” are not divided up 
by borders. 

The Inuit (Eskimos) of 
Alaska. Canada and 
Greenland are all represent- 


ed by the Inuit Circumpolar 
Conference. The reindeer- 
herding Saami (Lapps) of 
•Norway. Sweden, and 
Finland are jointly repre- 
sented by the Saami 
Council. And in Russia, all 
the northern native peoples 
have a single oiganisation. 

The “Association of 
Indigenous Minorities of the 
North. Siberia, and the Far 
East of .'the , Russian 
Federation” was created ‘iri 
Soviet times' to control the. 
natives, but a revolution has 
happened. It is now run by 
the Yakuts. Komis, and 26 
other indigenous groups — 
almost a million people — 
who live in the Russian 
Arctic. 

The. Cree of northern 
Quebec and the various 
Indian groups of the western 
Northwest Territories. 
Yukon and Alaska may also 
gain permanent participant 
status in the Arctic Council 
later on. But just the three 
groups already granted that 
status — the 60.000 Saami 
in northern Scandinavia, 
about 75.000 Inuit in 
Greenland. Canada and 
Alaska. and the 28 
“Russian” groups — 
account for over two-thirds 
of the total indigenous pop- 
ulation of the North. 

The 1.5 million Arctic 


natives may seem poor and 
isolated. Indeed, they are 
poor and isolated. But if 
survival is the measure of 
the success, they are the 
world’s luckiest indigenous 
peoples. Of the 9 million 
people north of the 60- 
degree latitude, fully one- 
six'th are aboriginal. 

In Greenland and in 
Canada’s eastern Arctic, the 
la'iiit are an S(L85 per cfcht 
majority of the population. 
Elsewhere in the Arctic, 
natives are up to half of the 
permanent population, for 
southerners in the North 
tend to be birds of passage. 
The Arctic is the only part 
of the world where the orig- 
inal inhabitants still domi- 
nate. 

There is a major irony 
here, in that the ancestors of 
today's Inuit, Saami, Yakut 
and so on probably did not 
choose marginal hunting- 
and-gathering existences in 
the high North for their 
descendants. They were pre- 
sumably pushed to the 
edges, many thousands of 
years ago. by tougher 
groups of hunter-gatherers 
who appropriated the better 
lands for themselves. 

But all the better lands 
were taken over long ago by 
the patient, relentless farm- 
ers of the mass civilisations. 


and the few aboriginal pea- ■ 

pies who still survive on the . 
fringes of those societies - 

lead lives of misery and 
despair. Whereas in the 
North, the losers have kept 
their lands, their customs. 
and sometimes even their 
self-respecL precisely ” 

because they were on the 
poor lands. 

• ,£he Arctic,, Council is a • 
kind of guarantee of their 
future. Henceforth, it will be 
almost impossible for the 
mass societies down south 
to make decisions that run 
against the interests of 
northern native peoples 
without creating a global 
uproar. 

This helps a lot, because 
the North is especially vul- 
nerable to global pollution .1 • 

and climate change. F». 
Whatever is happening at ’ 

the equator tends to be mag- 
nified three to five times in 
the polar regions, whether ^ 

we are talking of the con- c 

centration of PCBs in breast Jjjj 

milk or the average rise in 
noon temperatures. 

The North, and especially ' 

the aboriginal peoples of the ; 

North, need leverage. The 
Arctic Council gives them 
some. It is yet another inter- ' 

national organisation, but it 
isaeoodone. 


Stop the presses! The tabloids have the scoop 


By Howard Kurtz 

WASHINGTON — 

Imagine how different poli- 
tics would look these days if 
there were no supermarket 
tabloids. 

Without The Star, Bill 
Clinton probably would 
have got through the 1992 
campaign without having to 
deal with Gennifer Flowers. 
Whether her allegations of 
infidelity were true or not, 
they opened a window on 
the character problems that 
continue to dog President 
Clinton. 

This summer, without The 
Star and the National 
Enquirer, tbe world would 
be unaware that the former 
Clinton adviser Dick Morris 
has led a double life (with a 
Virginia call girlV or triple 
life (with a Texas mistress 
and out-of-wedlock child). 
At the least, the pho- 
tographs of a bathrobe-clad 
Morris romping with his 
S200-an-hour hooker on a 
hotel balcony seem to sug- 
gest that he has a different 
view of family values than 
that envisioned in the presi- 
dent’s campaign rhetoric. 

It is customary for main 
stream journalists . to view 
denizens of the tabloid 
world as slimebalis. ■ But 
coasider the portrair the 
establishment press had pre- 


HEY! You uwm 

LISTEN W ON (IIY 
CONVERSATION WITH 
PRESIDENT CL5NT5N? 


THATLLBE 
AN EXTRA 
200 BUCKS. 



viously painted of Mr. 
Morris: a brilliant if mercu- 
rial strategist whose fabu- 
lous instincts brought Mr. 
Clinton back from political 
oblivion. 

Now consider the tabloid 
portrait: a sexually obsessed 
braggart so intent on 
impressing a prostitute that 
he read her his drafts of Vice- 
President Al Gore’s speech- 
es — and so reckless he 
conducted the affair in the 
withering spotlight of a 
presidential campaign. 

In light of Mr. Morris’s 
suitecqiient h ’yi-iour — 
refusing tv for 

embarrassing the preside. :. 


upping the ante on his S2 
million book contract and 
casting about for a network 
commentator’s job — 
which picture was closer to 
the truth? 

The political press tends 
to deal with policy, polls 
and personality. Reporters 
do not spend much time dig- 
ging for secret girlfriends or 
a hidden “love child”, and 
for good reason. But the 
seamier side of life patrolled 
by the tabloids also sheds 
considerable light on the 
elusive question of "charac- 
ter”. 

To be sure, tabloid stories 
are often hard to verify, par- 


ticularly when the sources, 
such as Ms. Flowers and the 
Morris call girl Sherry 
Rowlands, are paid sizeable 
sums for their tales of 
debauchery. But Mr. Morris 
has now acknowledged the 
relationship with Ms. 
Rowlands, and the White 
House has confirmed the 
out-of-wedlock child. Such 
stories have clearly Trans- 
formed the media land- 
scape. 

“The Star has broken 
more news than the Chicago 
Tribune." says Evan 
Thomas. News week’s 

Washington bureau chief. 
“In the last two campaigns. 


they have broken two of the 
biggest stories. It is embar- 
rassing that a supermarket 
tabloid is breaking these big 
stories. On the other hand, 
the establishment press 
rightfully does not like to be 
first on these sorts of sto- 
ries." 

Steve Coz. the Enquirer's 
editor, says his paper now con- 
siders politicians to be 
“celebrities", just like movie 
stars. "We are actively pursu- 
ing stories about political fig- 
ures. he says. "There are even 
plans to open a D.C. bureau." 

The Star, which lost week 
also trumpeted "Lucille Ball's 
Secret Baby." will never meet 
Columbia journalism school 
standards. But in a world where 
public figures from Wilbur 
Mills to Bob Packwood have 
led tabloid lives, the supermar- 
ket papers provide a discom- 
forting reminder that the per- 
sonal is often political. 

Meanwhile. President 
Clinton has been battling press 
inquiries into the contents of 
his medical records. 

Reluctance to release those 
records is clearly a leg iti matt- 
issue. But should reporters be 
asking the White House about 
rumours of what they contain? 
That is what happened last 
week when the press corps was 
quizzing the While House 
spokesman Mike McCurry on 
what might lurk in the withheld 


Clinton records. When Mr. 
McCurry said the details might 
be embarrassing. Mara Liasson 
of National Public Radio 
asked: “Does he have a sexual- 
ly transmitted disease?" Other 
reporters quickly jumped in. 

"Good God. do .you really^ 
want to raise that question?* ■ 
asked Mr. McCurry, who 
denied that Mr. Clinton had any 
such disease. But it was enough 
to warrant mentions in The 
Washington Post. The New 
York Times, the Washington 
Times and USA Today, on 
ABC and CNN, and in a New 
York Post headline: "White 
House denies prez has sexual 
disease." 

All this sounds like an old 
technique: Ask 3 public figure 
about some charge you cannot 
prove, get him io deny it and 
report the denial: "Jones insists 
he never beat wife.” 

But Ms. Liasson says Mr. 
McCurry opened the door by 
refusing to be specific. “In that 
context, asking the question I 
did was not inappropriate,” she 
says. “If 1 had given it any 
thought before I asked the 
question. I probably would nor, 
have asked it. But it was th4? 
question hanging in the room. I 
felt like there was a balloon 
above all our heads: ‘What 
does he mean by embarrass- 
ing'?" 

The Washington Post 


!■■$. si« 

te nsi 0n 




^ptember 23 


News 


Jordan Times, Monday, September 23, 1996 


Queen, U.S. team discuss plans for 
regional cancer centre for children 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Sun- 
day met with a delegation 
from the U.S.-based St. 
Jude Children's Research 
Hospital and the President 
of the General Union of 
Voluntary Societies 

(GUVS) , Abdullah Kharib, 
to discuss plans for the 
establishment of a regional 
children's cancer centre at 
the Amal Cancer Centre 
(ACC). 

The delegation is slated to 
visit the King Hussein 
Medical Centre, the Uni- 
versity of Jordan Hospital 
and the Ministry of Health, 
and will hold a meeting at 
the ACC on regional coop- 
eration, attended by doctors 
3 from Syria, Lebanon, 

' Palestine. Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia and Jordan, a state- 
ment issued by the Royal 
Court said. 

The delegation is study- 
ing the needs of the region- 
al centre and interviewing 
children's cancer specialists 
to work there. Those who 


are ultimately appointed 
will be receive up to four 
years -ot additional training 
in the United States. 

The statement continued 
that St. Jude Hospital will 
help establish a medical 
advisory board for the cen- 
tre and provide medical 
consultation, expertise and 
advice as well as adminis- 
trative support. 

St. Jude Children's Hos- 
pital was founded by a 
Lebanese- American actor 
called Danny Thomas in 
1955. who named the hos- 
pital after Sl Jude Thad- 
deeus, the patron saint of 
hopeless cases. It is the 
most eminent American 
childhood cancer research 
centre as well as the 3rd 
largest health charity in the 
United States. St. Jude is 
open to all children who 
meet the medical require- 
ments. regardless of the 
child's nationality, religion, 
or financial status. It has 
more than 4,800 patients 
on its current rolls (5-10 


per cent of whom are from 
outside the U.S.) and has 
treated children from Jor- 
dan. Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, 
Kuwait. Saudi Arabia, Iraq 
and Iran. In order to fund 
the hospital's operating and 
maintenance costs. Mr. 
Thomas established the 
American Lebanese Syrian 
Association Charities 
{ ALS AC) in 1957; Current- 
ly 70 per cent of St. Jude's 

revenue comes from 
ALSAC through public 
contributions, the statement 
said. 

ALSAC subsequently 
formed the International 
. Development Department 
which works in conjunction 
with other health care insti- 
tutions around the world to 
help St. Jude set up out- 
reach programmes in other 
countries. 

According to Vice Presi- 
dent of International Devel- 
opment Dr. Michael Saba, 
the hospital “has extensive 
Hospital Outreach Pro- 
grammes to many coun- 


tries, which include training 
hospital personnel, bring- 
ing international health per- 
sonnel to the United States, 
sending our hospital per- 
sonnel [abroad] and doing 
joint health care diagnostic 
work." 

The Department’s role is 
to assist their outreach part- 
ner-institution in obtaining 
financial and administrative 
self-sufficiency in their 
operations, the statement 
continued. 

Currently, Sl Jude has 
outreach programmes in 
Brazil, El Salvador, Chile. 
Taiwan, Hong Kong, China, 
Russia, Mexico. Italy and 
Venezuela. 

Director of the ALSAC 
Outreach Programmes Dr. 
Michael Saba, Director of 
the Hospital Outreach Pro- 
gramme Dr. William Crist 
and Dr. Gaston Rivera of 
St. Jude's Department of 
Hemaiology/Oncology 
attended the meeting with 
the Queen. 


Dead and emigres voted in Autopsy shows driver was 
Mount Lebanon — loser stabbed to death in Iraq 


BEIRUT (R) — Pro-gov- 
ernment candidates in 
Lebanon’s general elections 
received the votes of emi- 
gres and the dead, a promi- 
nent loser alleged in a court 
appeal. 

Albert Moukheiber. a for- 
mer deputy and fierce gov- 
eminent critic, asked the 
Constitutional Council to 
overturn the result of the 
Aug. IS vote in mainly- 
Christian Mount Lebanon 
and declare him the winner. 

Another six losers have 
lodged similar appeals, 
alleging vote-rigging and 
abuse by pro-government 
candidates who crushed the 
opposition in all five rounds 
of .voting. They include 
Christian ~ nationalists like 
Mr. Moukheiber who 
oppose Syrian influence in 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Moukheiber said in 
his 44-page appeal pub- 
lished by newspapers on the 
weekend that vote monitors 
in the Metn district in Mount 
Lebanon found fraud. 

“It was not free of the vot- 
-• ing of the dead and those 
absent and voters who dis- 
covered that someone had 
voted in their name,” said 


Mr. Moukheiber. 82, who 
headed a seven-man list of 
opposition candidates. All 
but one lost. 

Mr. Moukheiber, who lost 
to Raji Abu Haidar, a candi- 
date on a list headed by Inte- 
rior Minister Michel Al 
Murr. said some 5,000 
newly-naturalised Lebanese 
were pressured by Murr can- 
didate supporters to vote for 
the minister and his allies. 

“The naturalised in Metn 
became afraid they may Jose 
the Lebanese identity cards 
if the official circles were 
not satisfied they voted for 
Minister Murr’s ticket." he 
charged. 

He also said interior min- 
istry security forces arrested 
some supporters of his “Peo- 
ple's List” hours before the 
Mount Lebanon vote began. 

The arrests “took place in 
circumstances that can only 
be explained within the con- 
text of pressure and scaring 
voters, especially supporters 
of the ‘People’s List’,'* he 
added. 

The Lebanese Association 
for Democracy of Elections, 
an independent monitoring 
group, has reported wide- 
spread abuses in the poll. 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An autopsy 
performed Sunday on a Jor- 
danian national who was 
brutally murdered in Iraqi 
last week revealed he died 
of 15 stab wounds to the 
neck, an official source 
said. 

The source added that the 
body of Salem Mohammad 
Sayed, 35. was mutilated 
and his ears were cut off. 

“The victim was stabbed 
with a bayonet with injuries 
concentrated on the neck," 
the source said. 

Police Chief Lieutenant 
General Nasouh Mehiddin 
pn Saturday issued instruc- 
tions for the National Insti- 
tute of Forensics to reper- 
form autopsies on any Jor- 
danian citizen whose death 
occurs in Iraq. 

.An initial autopsy is per- 
formed in Iraq. 

The police chief said that 
final investigations into the 
Sayed case were expected 
to be conveyed to Jordanian 
authorities from their Iraqi 
counterparts in the next few 
days. 

Mr. Sayed, a truck driver. 


was hauling a cargo to 
Baghdad when his vehicle 
was hijacked. 

Official sources have said 
the unknown assailants 
killed Mr. Sayed. cut off his 
ears and abandoned the 
corpse in the desert. 

Mr. Sayed became the 
fourth truck driver to be 
killed on Iraqi soil in the 
past six months. 

In mid-March, three Jor- 
danians in their mid- 20 s 
were murdered in Iraq 
when they were attacked by 
seven Iraqis who hijacked 
their truck, killed them and 
buried them in the desert 
with their truck 

The seven were appre- 
hended by Iraqi authorities 
a week later, official Iraqi 
newspapers have reported. 

Meanwhile, police were 
investigating the death of a 
man found with a bullet in 
his head in Hashmi 
Shamali district, an official 
source said. 

The source would not 
identify the man. but said 
that he received a single 
bullet to his forehead. 

Police said they were 
investigating. 


Human rights groups raise concern over Tunisia situation 


By Maria Bizri 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Six major 
human rights organisations 
have sent an an open letter to 
Tunisian President Zine Al 
Abidine Ben Ali expressing 
concern about w'hat they 
described as the deterioration 
in the situation of human 
rights and public liberties in 
Tunisia. 

The six organisations are: 
Amnesty International, the 
International Federation for 
Human Rights (FTDH). the 
Human Rights Watch, the 
Lawyers Committee for 
Human Rights and Reporters 
Sans Frontieres. 


The organisations 

denounced the “repressive 
and arbitrary” practices 
against human rights defend- 
ers which, according to them, 
have become “increasingly 
obvious and widespread." 

The organisations stated 
that they had repeatedly 
brought their concern about 
numerous cases of torture, 
deaths under torture, and 
other serious violations to the 
attention of the Tunisian gov- 
ernment. The organisations 
maintained that “the impuni- 
ty enjoyed by perpetrators of 
these acts can only encour- 
age further violations.” 

The letter, a copy of which 
was faxed to the Jordan 


U.S. signals easing of 
tension with Baghdad 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

Stealth fighters to Kuwait, 
a squadron of F-16s to 
Bahrain, and beefed up its 
forces in Kuwait in addi- 
tion to the extra aircraft 
carrier. 

But the crisis also has 
exacted a political price 
from Washington, expos- 
ing fissures in the U.S.-led 
alliance that fought 
against Baghdad in the 
1991 Gulf war. 

Mr. Perry said all was 
quiet in Iraq and there had 
been no new threats to 
allied pilots enforcing the 
...expanded “no-fly’ zone in 
ihe south. 

“But we are watching 
very carefully, every 

hour." he said. 

The White House, State 
Department and Pentagon 
have all said in recent 
statements that the situa- 


tion in Iraq appeared to be 

calming down. 

The United States has 
sent two written warnings 
to President Saddam 
warning him to not to 
rebuild" air defences 
destroyed by cruise mis- 
siles in the south, and 
Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) Director 
John Deutch told Con- 
gress last week that Iraq 
was moving its anti-air- 
craft units back to garri- 
son. But Mr. Deutch also 
told Congress, despite 
claims by the Clinton 
administration that . its 
Iraqi military' policy was 
successful, that the .Iraqi 
leader — whose forces 
were badly beaten by a 
U.S.-led military coalition 
in the 1991 Gulf war — 
was now stronger politi- 
cally based on his recent 
incursion into the north. 


Times, also listed recent 
cases where the organisa- 
tions 1 said the victims of vio- 
lations have been 
international human rights 
organisations themselves. 
Among the cases mentioned 
was that of a Tunisian mem- 
ber of staff of Amnesty 
Internationa] headquarters 
who was arrested last month 
upon his arrival in Tunisia, 
held in secret detention for a 
week in the national security 
building within the Ministry 
of Interior, and interrogated 
about his work for Amnesty 
International. 

Another case was of a del- 
egate of Reporters Sans 
Frontieres who was expelled 

Saddam 

hails 

retaking 

control 

of north 

Iraq 

(Continued from page 1) 

with the Security Council, 
mainly on technical mat- 
ters related to implement- 
ing its resolutions, Egypt 
being a Security Council 
member" until January. 

He said the Egyptian offi- 
cials had been “under- 
standing, sympathetic and 
supportive of Iraq’s posi- 
tion” and that Egyptian- 
Iraqi relations were on “the 
right track.” 


from Tunisia in March 1994, 
after which Reporters Sans 
Frontieres have been “denied 
access to the country." 

The organisations staled 
that their objective is to con- 
tribute to the protection and 
defence of human rights in 
Tunisia, as elsewhere, and 
that they remain determined 
to support defenders of 
human rights and public lib- 
erties. 

The organisations urged 
the Tunisian government to 
give due consideration to the 
concerns raised in their letter, 
and to ensure that necessary 
measures are taken to put an 
end to such violations. 





YOM KIPPUR : A Palestinian youngster who works in a shop in the ultra-orthodox Jewish neighbour- 
hood of Mea Shearim of Jerusalem twirls a white rooster over the head of an ultra-orthodox Jewish man 
who recites the 'kaparot' .prayer on Sunday prior to the start of Yom Kippur (Reuters photo) 


2-year forecast for home PCs — some 
new trends and variations appear 


By Evan Ramstad 

The Associate Press 

NEW YORK — Paced by 
advances in chip design, per- 
sonal computer makers arc 
offering faster machines and 
lowering the prices of exist- 
ing models about every six 
months. 

But several new trends will 
also appear in the next cou- 
ple of years, including some 
that will make the public 
broaden its perception of 
computing. 

PCs themselves will do 
more- things. Already, -Gate- 
way 2000 sells a $4,000 sys- 
tem with a 77.5-centimetre 
monitor that can also serve 
as a television. And Acer 
includes a phone with its 
newest models while IBM 
has controls built into its 
home PCs for lights and 
other appliances. 

Meanwhile, variations of 
the all-purpose PC, including 
devices that just do one or 
two things like browsing the 
World Wide Web or ordering 
a pizza, will become more 
common. 

‘'The computer as we 
know it will not go away but 
there will be an entire new 
generation of computer 
machines dedicated to spe- 
cific things," said Robin 
Raskin, editor-in-chief of 
Family PC magazine. 

‘’They're going to take all 
different shapes and they’ll 
cost a lot less because they’ll 
do one thing well." 

For PC makers, developing 
new kinds of machines is 
important to maintain growth 
and market share — particu- 
larly since sales growth 

Of traditional PCs has been 
faster overseas than in the 
United States, a trend expect- 
ed to continue as the U.S. 
market reaches saturation. 

A look at what consumers 
can expect in PCs over the 
next two vears: the inside 


stuff, the rhythm of the com- 
puter industry is provided by 
engineers who keep figuring 
out how to design and manu- 
facture chips that contain 
twice as many circuits as the 
ones they produced two 
years earlier. 

This phenomenon has 
gone on since the first chip 
that could be mass-produced 
was created in 1959. Of 
course, the process becomes 
more wondrous each time it 
happens because the starting 
point is much higher. 

From 1996 to 1998, the 
tnost . pppularly-priced. PC. 
ranging from .,$ 1,000 to 
$ 2 , 000 , will move from a 
main chip with about 3 mil- 
lion circuits to one with 
about 6 million. 

Two years ago, the chips 
that powered pcs costing 
$ 1 ,000 to S 2.000 were from 
the last generations of the 
Intel 4SG family and, in 
Apple Macintosh, the 
Motorola 68000-series. 
Their fastest speed was 66 
megahertz (MHz). Today’s 
PCs are ran by Intel's Pen- 
tium chips at 133 MHz. 
while Macintosh machines 
have powerpc chips that ran 
at 120 MHz. More expensive 
models have Intel chips that 
ran at 200 MHz and Power- 
PC chips at 225 MHz. 

In 1998, the typical PC 
considered by a consumer 
will have a new generation 
Pentium Pro or Powerpc 
chips running around 300 
MHz, with the most expen- 
sive models run by chips at 
about 450 MHz. 

During the past two years, 
the price and efficiency of 
PC hard drives and CD-Rorn 
drives advanced at an even 
faster pace than micro- 
processors. 

By 1998, hard drives will 
typically hold 3 to 4 giga- 
bytes of data, up from 1 to 2 
gigabytes now. And CD- 
Rom drives .will have been 


replaced by digital video 
disk drives tDVDs), which 
will ran today's CDs and 
also the new similar-looking 
DVD that can hold seven to 
14 times as much data, 
enough for a full-length 
movie or all of Beethoven's 
nine symphonies. 

But modem speeds, which 
have advanced from 9,600 
bits per second (bps) two 
years ago to 28.800 now. will 
not experience the same kind 
of jump by 1998, simply 
because of the physical lim- 
its ..of. telephone lines. 
• Modems are now coming out 
at 33,600 bps and engineers 
■ will work on smaller gains. 
Companies are also working 
on software techniques to 
squeeze more data through 
an existing phone line. - 
In software many innova- 
tions in software are being 
driven by the Internet as peo- 
ple tiy to integrate the data 
they work with on their PC 
with the broader public net- 
work. New game pro- 
grammes, for instance, will 
allow users to play oppo- 
nents through the Internet. 

Microsoft Corp.’s Win- 
dows and Apple's Macintosh 
operating systems are being 
improved to bridge the gap 
between data inside and out- 
side the PC — eliminating, 
for example, the distinction a 
user finds between working 
with a word processor and a 
web browser. 

Apple has recently demon- 
strated significant advances 
in manipulating data inside a 
machine and some of that 
work will available to con- 
sumers by 1998. 

The appearance of Apple’s 
main operating programme, 
which was the first to use 
symbols and point-and-click 
commands, will also change 
to reflect the new capabili- 
ties. 

New designs PCs now 
come in colours like black. 


dark green and dark purple 
instead of just beige. By 
1998. some models may be 
trimmed in wood and laptops 
will have handles molded 
into the cases to make the 
machines more portable. 

1 Handheld computers such 
as U.S. Robotics' Palm Pilot 
and Apple's 

Newton will also be 
reshaped and take on new 
functions. 

‘'There is the need here for 
not only changes in styling 
but changes in the way that, 
1 functions are 1 packaged,” ; 
said Jose Garcia, vice presi- 
dent and general manager of 
Consumer Desktop Systems 
at IBM. 

His company in a few 
weeks will unveil a PC in 
which the disk and CD-Rom 
drives are in a unit at desktop 
level while the guts of the 
machine are stored else- 
where 1 . 

Rat panels although 
unlikely to make a difference 
to consumers by 1998, a 
growing trend in computer 
sales to businesses is the 
replacement of bulky com- 
puter monitors with sleek 
flat-panel screens, similar to 
those in laptops. They use 
less eneigy and require less 
cooling. 

The new york stock 
exchange has replaced the 
monitors that hang above 
trading specialists with flat 
panels. Compaq uses a flat- 
panel display on a new PC 
shaped like a boom box 
stereo. And some Japanese 
companies will have flat- 
panel TVs, although built 
with different technology, 
out late this year or in early 
1997. 

They will priced around 
dlrs 5.000. 


Syria reiterates movements Badia deputy submits resignation 


(Continued from page 1) 

Asked his assessment of the 
probability of war, he said; 

“In my opinion the proba- 
bility of war in the short- 
term is not high. In the long- 
term, events, deteriorations, 
external or internal situa- 
tions can have an influence, 
always a possibility like that 
exists and therefore we train 
... and do all the operations 
demanded.” 

Israel’s Jerusalem Post 
newspaper quoted the com- 
mander of the U.N. Disen- 
gagement Observer Force 
on the Golan (UNDOF) as 
saying there had been no 
unusual activity in his area. 

“On the Golan areas as 
such, there is no buildup of 
troops, no buildup of ten- 
sion,*’ Major General 
Johannes Kosters said. 

Mr. Mordechai suggested 
three explanations for the 
Syrian troop movements. 

The first was as a defen- 
sive action ahead of feared 


Israeli retaliatory strikes 
against bases of the pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah militia in 
the Bekaa Valley, a Syrian 
stronghold. 

The other hypothesis was 
that the movements were 
designed to pressure Israel 
back to the negotiating table 
or were in preparation for a 
possible limited military 
strike against Israeli posi- 
tions x>n the heights. 

In a subsequent interview 
Sunday morning on Israel 
Radio, Mr. Mordechai 
played down the danger of 
the last option “in the short 
term" “Syria understands 
that we have no aggressive 
intentions.” he said.# 

Nevertheless, according to 
the Haaretz newspaper, Mr. 
Mordechai and Mr. 
Netanyahu had decided to 
reinforce Israeli positions 
on the Golan Heights. 

Discussions were continu- 
ing over what form the rede- 
ployment should take, the 
newspaper said. 


(Continued from page 12) 

1 He said he invited sev- 
eral ministers to visit his 
district, meet with resi- 
dents and hear their 
demands in order to 
implement what is possi- 
ble, but they all failed to 
answer his invitation. 

According to the 
deputy. Minister of Edu- 
cation Munther Masri 
was the only Cabinet 
member to respond to his 
letters and queries. 

He maintained that the 
resignation was not a way 
of escape from responsi- 
bilities. adding that he 
believes that he can work 
from outside Parliament, 
whose members he 
accused of sectarianism 
and factionalism. 

“The House has become 
a toy in the hands of the 
executive authority which 
is itself split into groups 


with diverse principles 
and views, but which is 
united only by the instinct 
of blackmailing the coun- 
» try and dominating the 
people's potentials" he 
asserted. 

Dr. Qadi, who, along 
with the 22 opposition 
deputies. boycotted 
House sessions to protest 
lifting the subsidies, 
accused the government 
of trying "to settle 
accounts with him since 
he was the first bedouin 
deputy ever to oppose 
government decisions and 
said if he supported the 
government, his demands 
would have been met. 

He told the press con- 
ference that the decision 
to resign was irreversible 
regardfess of ail pres- 
sures, addin® that it was 
now up to the House to 
decide on the resignation, 
but if the House refuses it 


he can abstain from three 
sessions to have the resig- 
nation constitutionally 
valid. 

Speaker Srour said the 
House will decide on the 
resignation as soon as it 
convenes, expressing his 
belief that every deputy 
has the right to submit his 
resignation whenever 
he\she deems fit, although 
constitutionally a deputy 
can only resign when the 
House is in session. 

In a statement carried 
by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, Mr. Srour 
said he does not believe 
that a deputy who under- 
took it to defend the peo- 
ple and help resolve their 
problems can help his 
country bv resigning. 
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Strong world economy leaves 
IMF, World Bank uneasy 


WASHINGTON (R) — In 

old Western movies, there 
was often a scene where 
one cowboy turned to 
another and said, "it's quiet 
out there. Too quiet.” just 
before the Indians swept 
over the hili. 

That is the way the world 
economy feels’ to some 
policymakers as they pre- 
pare for the stan of the 
annual meeting of the 
International Monetary' 
Fund (IMF) and World 
Bank in Washington later 
this week. 

Inflation in industrial 
countries is low. Economic 
growth seems to picking 
up throughout much of the 
world. Currency markets 
ai stable, and speculators 
have turned more sober. 

Even if the U.S. Federal 
Reserve raises interest 
rates a notch on Tuesday, 
as some analysts expect, 
the outlook for the world 
economy next year still 
looks good. IMF officials 
said. 

“This is the point in time 
that we dig out the old 
adage — complacency 
must be avoided.” Stanley 
Fischer, first deputy man- 
aging director of the 
International Monetary 
Fund. said. 


He told reporters that 
something inevitably 
would go wrong. The prob- 
lem is that nobody knows 
what it will be. 

Mr. Fischer singled out 
Europe as one potential 
trouble spot as it struggles 
to launch European mone- 
tary union in 1999 against 
a backdrop of slow growth 
and sky-high unemploy- 
ment. 

“If there would be diffi- 
culties. they could be asso- 
ciated with the possibility 
that the f faster) growth we 
see for Europe does not 
happen.” the senior IMF 
official said. 

Princeton University 
Professor Peter Kenen said 
Europe's .inability to deal 
with the unemployment 
problem raised concern 
about the continent's long- 
term political stability. 

“1 have been amazed that 
their political systems have 
been thus far reasonably 
invulnerable to violent 
political reaction to high 
unemployment,” he said. 

Another possible trouble 
spot cited by some analysts 
is East Asia, where coun- 
tries such as Thailand and 
Malaysia are beginning to 
shown signs of strain from 
the rapid economic growth 


they have enjoyed in recent 
years. 

Those strains are mainly 
showing up in the form of 
huge and potentially unfi- 
nanceable trade deficits — 
the same sort of problem 
that Mexico confronted 
just before its currency cri- 
sis in late 1994. “There 
are reasons to be somewhat 
concerned about overheat- 
ing in parts of Asia,” said 
Charles Dallara, managing 
director of the Institute of 
International Finance, 
which represents about 220 
banks and global investors. 

But in many ways Asia's 
problems pale , against 
those that faced Mexico 
two years ago before it 
tumbled into recession. Mr. 
Fischer said growth in East 
Asian nations was expect- 
ed to slow in 1997, but to 
levels — seven, eight, nine 
per cent — that would still 
be regared as a “gallop” 
elsewhere in the world. 

With the world economy 
seemingly on course for a 
good year and financial 
markets looking stable, 
policy-makers will turn 
their attention to less earth- 
shattering but nevertheless 
important issues relating to 
the IMF and World Bank. 

Among those up for dis- 


cussion: a multi-billion- 
dollar proposal to provide 
multilateral debt relief to 
the world’s poorest 
nations. The IMF pledged 
last week to find the money 
to participate, and the 
World Bank is already on 
board. 

But if the programme is 
to work, industrial nations 
will need to expand the 
debt relief they already 
provide to poor nations. 
And money will also need 
to be found so that the 
African Development 
Bank can take part. 

Policymakers are also 
likely to spend time putting 
the finishing touches on a 
series of initiatives taken 
after Mexico's 1994-95 
crisis, including beefing up 
the IMF’s emergency 
resources for handling 
such problems. 

“I don’t think it will be a 
tbunder-and -lightning 
meeting,” one International 
Monetary Official said. 
“But when the markets are 
so stable and the winds are 
blowing so gently, one 
really has to wonder what 
is going to upset it." 





A SEMINAR on export credits insurance organised by the Jeddah-based Islamic 
Foundation for Insuring Investments and Export Credits in cooperation with the 
Jordanian Islamic Bank (JIB) was held Sunday at the Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try. 

JIB General Manager Musa Shihadeh (third from right) commended the role of 
the foundation in providing credits for investors and exporters. The foundation, 
which is one of the Jeddah-based Islamic Bank For Development Group, aims at 
improving the living standard of the people in Arab as well as Islamic countries. 

Mr. Shihadeh explained the services of insurance and reinsurance which the foun- 
dation provides to both exporters and investors. 

The seminar was adressed by Abdul Rahman Taha (left), the general manager of 
the foundation, and Walid Khairailah (second from right), the deputy governor of 
the Central Bank of Jordan (Petra photo) 


EU returns to 
grain subsidies 


EU ministers put single 
currency on solid course 


DUBLIN (R) — European 
Union (EU) finance ministers 
and central bank governors 
laid the foundations~Sarurday 
for three critical areas of mon- 
etary union, taking a giant 
leap towards the realisation of 
a common currency. 

, //We are well on the way to 
a single currency.” French 
Finance Minister Jean Anhuis 
told reporters. 

The ministers, meeting in a 
Dublin castle, reached broad 
agreement on setting up a 
budget stability pact to punish 
countries joining economic 
and monetary union (EMU) 
in 1999 if they pursued lax 
budget policies. 

There was also consensus 
on the outline for a new 
exchange rate mechanism 
(ERM1 which would link a 
new "euro” currency to those 


not participating tn EMU. 

In addition they agreed to 
clarify the legal basis for the 
euro as quickly as possible to 
instil] confidence among busi- 
nesses and financial markets. 

“We have made substantial 
progress on the three areas set 
before us," Irish Fmance Min- 
ister Ruairi Quinn tolda news 
conference, predicting that 
any outstanding issues would 
be resolved by the end of the 
year. 

Other ministers echoed his 
remarks after the talks intend- 
ed to iron out the technical 
details of the EMU blueprint. 

Britain's chancellor of the 
exchequer. Kenneth Clarke, 
told Reuters that details of the 
stability pact had been sent 
back to the EU commission 
for further study. “We have 
made a lot of progress but 


have referred it back to do 
more work." he said. 

Issues still to be resolved 
include bow much countries 
would be fined for running 
annual deficits above three 
per cent of gross domestic 
product and how long a gov- 
ernment would have to pur its 
finances bock -in order before! 
incurring a penalty. 

Germany, the catalyst 
behind the pact, has argued 
for six to seven months, a 
period considered by many to 
be too short for a government 
to adopt a credible new bud- 
get plan. EU officials said a 
consensus of around nine 
months appeared to be emerg- 
ing. 

One final challenge is a bet- 
ter definition of the “excep- 
tional” economic circum- 
stances which woullead to a 


deterioration in a govern- 
ment’s finances. In such cases 
a delinquent government 
would essentially be let off the 
book. 

The stability pact is cen- 
fCoatinued on page 9) 


THE BETTER HALF, 


PARIS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Union (EU) has 
reverted to granting subsi- 
dies to its grain exporters 
for the first time in more 
than a year. 

Subsidies had been sus- 
pended and the EU even 
imposed a prohibitive 
export tax for a while when 
the global maxket tightened 
and grain stocks fell to 20- 
year lows. 

But several regions 
including the EU this year 
reported bumper harvests. 


A decision to return to 
subsidies was made during 
the weekly EU grain auc- 
tion. to dispose of the larg- 
er-than-expected crop. 

The EU may have a 
record grain harvest of up 
to 200 million tonnes this 
year, up more than 10 per 


cent from 1995. Bigger 
crops have also been 
reported in Australia and 
China. 

Wheat prices peaked near 
$300 per tonne in April, 
before sliding to the present 
$ 1 60 as the bigger harvests 
rolled in. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
® by Henri Arnold and Mike Argaion 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter lo each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



THE Daily Crossword by Alan Olschwang 


5 A Cass 
9 Dynasty of 
French kings 

14 Minstrel singer's 
instalment 

15 Wing-shaped 

1 6 Establish as fact 

17 — Mountains, 


18 Football player 
20 Complex of 


21 Veranda 

22 Coop dwellers 

23 Carefree 
25 Strongly 

disinclined 
27 Chambered 
cephalopods 
31 Photographer's 


33 Certain group 

34 Chatter 

37 Relaxation 

38 Sharp in taste 

39 NV city 

40 Equip 

41 Utter impulsively 

42 Musical direction 

43 Inhibiting 
45 Lead ore 

48 Met offerings 

51 Author Waugh 

52 Gambol 

56 Rajah’s wife 

57 Creative writing 

59 Jacket or collar 

60 Residence 

61 Assns. 

62 Protuberance 

63 Trigonometric 
functions 

64 Aerie 

65 One of the 
Barrymores 

DOWN 

1 Determine the 
depth 

2 Otic 

3 Authoritarian 
dogma 

4 Snitcher 

5 Croquet device 

6 Inter — 



Now arrange the circled lenars to 
form tha surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


“My male encounter group gets 
together every week to share 
our feelings. Mostly we feel 
like playing poker.” 


Answer here: AN. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's ] Ambles; UTHE INLET BLUISH SOLACE 

I Answer: Soma carpenters Iry lo do this si (ax time — 
CHISEL A LITTLE 


Peanuts 


LINUS, I VE BEEN 
FEELING SORT OF 
LONELY TONIGHT.. 



could vou and i 7 we 

SIT HERE IN YOUR HA> 
PORCH SWING FOR P0I 
AWHIlE.ANDTAlK? 5W 



SHUT THE DOOR! 
YOU'RE LETTIN6 
ALL THE BU6S IN! 



WELL, 

THANKS 

ANYWAY.. 


I THINK I'll) 
STAND MERE 
AND LET 
BUGS IN.. 


Andy Capp 


© 1996 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
All rights reserved 

7 Educator 
Horace 

8 Code or way 
start 

9 Tax man, maybe 

10 Curved 
gateways 

1 1 Card game 

12 Ties 

13 Right to the 
point 

19 Prejudiced 
24 Color 
26 Dog’s doc 

28 Bring upon 
oneself 

29 Acting Peter 

30 College credits 

31 Red or Black 

32 Spoil the finish 

34 Car need 

35 Insect 

36 Scare word 43 Ebt 

38 Llama's cousin 44 Moi 

39 Church title 45 Big 

41 Hogan or 46 Cot 

Franklin 47 Adr 

42 Cijd edno 49 Bat 


□DQQ □□□□□ 

□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□□□HQCIEi HODS 
□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□ 

□□□□□□ QaaanaQa 
□□□□a QDQDQ QQQ 
□□□□ GOOES □□□□ 

QHK2 GQGQO QOQGG 

EGGQDESGB QOQQBB 
□□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□HQ GQDEDHQQ 
OBOE GOOUQBQGGG 
□□□□ HOEEE □□□□ 
□BOO BBHBEI BBBB 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


43 Ebb 

44 Most angry 

45 Big bashes 

46 Court plea 

47 Admit = 


50 Muscle 
attachment 

53 Like — of bricks 

54 Unadulterated 

55 Units of work 


49 Batterv terminal 58 Leoal matter 



HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
MONDAY SEPTEM- 
BER 23 1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll ' 

Righter Foundation 

.ARIES: (March 21 ig 

April 19) Don’t try to rush 
through any business 
affairs today or you could 
make drastic em>rs. Give 
more attention later this 
evening to your mate and 
you will discover that he 
or she will show more 
affection to you. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) If you are force- 
ful today with a fellow 
associate you will get 
nowhere. A late start'in 
business works well out 
later this evening so you 
can accomplish a great 
deal and become quite 
successful in the days 
ahead. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Your creative 
ideas are late in coming 
today so you should wait 
until a more opportune 
moment. Get entertain- 
ments for the days ahead 
arranged nicely at this 
time and you can meet 
with dose friends foi 
some fon. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) You 
want to take a chance of 
some sort today and it 
may turn out to your lik- 
ing if done early this 
morning. Later this 
evening will be good if 
you consult with those in 
authority for some ideas 
on completion of career 
activities. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Exercise patience at 
home today with your 
loved ones and you will 
be able to invite guests in 
tonight. Treat them harm- 
ingly and you can get the 
results which you can 
expect in the days ahead 
with your career activi- 
ties. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Take care 
in motion during the day- 
time today-- especially 
while on the highways to 
avoid obstacles or acci- 
dents. You can easily take 
short trips later this 
evening and get fine 
results with close friends 
and fellow associates. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Financial 
affairs are first on the 
agenda today so set aside 
your calendar of career 
activities and make the 
effort lo have extra funds 
for a later time. Be careful 
before signing up for any 
long-term commitments. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) You 
awake today with a desire 
to do something of a very 
personal nature, however, 
think it over first or you 
could make some serious 
error. Later this evening 
you can consult with 
knowledgeable people 
over a new project. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) Forget that con- 
cern this morning, other- 
wise you will ruin your 
day and you be concerned 
over something you can 
do nothing about at this 
time. Ignore a mate's irri- 
tability or you could find 
yourself in much difficul- 
ty- 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Try f 
to help a friend today who ~ 
is in a dilemma and later 
this evening enjoy the 
company of other good 
friends. You can meet 
with fellow associates and 
discuss your methods of 
operation for a new tasks. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Don’t 
get bogged down today 
by outside tasks which are 
a bore. Be alert to oppor- 
tunities later this evening 
Irom bigwigs who have 
the capability to make 
your career activities 
more successful in th e 
days ahead. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Study some 
new activities you have in 
mind today before you 
put them in operation s0 
you can avoid any miscal- 
culations. A newcomer 
can be of great assistant® 
so by all means seek hi£ 
or her advice. 

Birthstone of Septem- 
ber: Sapphire — Lapis 
Lazuli. 
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Foundations laid for three criterias for EU monetary union, put single currency on solid course 

(Continued from page 8) Ministers agreed that a rir>\V Incfitl lt»» f.imn Uiliila i.innM nm !. _______ .1 . < j , * B .J. r 1 #ri_- 


J " T Ministers agreed to a new 

ral to die EMU feign ERM should be voluniarv and 
because .t would force the include relatively wide' and 
member states to stick to flexible trading bands for cur- 
tough am-inflaaonaiy poli- reneies outside the EMU zone 
ctes aimed at monetaiy stabili- Alexandre Lamfalussy 
^ president of the Emupean 


Monetary Institute, forerunner 
to a European central bank 
(ECBl, said there was also 
recognition that the bank 
should have a prominent role 
in realigning currencies under 
pressure. ' 
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Mid-East Currencies 
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While the bank would sup- 
port ailin g currencies outside 
of EMU. he cautioned that 
such intervention would not 
be limitless. 

'‘The ECB should have at its 
discretion the right to suspend 


intervention if it appears that 
the amount..wouId put at risk 
price stability in the EMU 
zone," Mr. Lamfalussy told 
reporters. Mr. Lamfalussy also 
proposed to the ministers that 
exchange rates for currencies 


versus the euro should be set 
in early 1998, the same rime as 
a decision will be made on 
which countries will be the 
first to sign up to EMU. The 
ministers agreed to secure a 
regulation establishing a legal 


fraraewcuk for the euro. This 
__ would remove a key worry of 
•some businessmen by ensil- 
ing that contracts drawn up in 
national currencies would be 
respected alter the - Start of 
EMU. 
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Banks 

lend 

$185m to 

s.y 

Lebanon 

power 

projects 

BETRUT (AFP i — Lebanon 
has signed three loan agree- 
ments worth. SI 85 million 
with European and Lebanese 
banks to finance projects 
aimed at upgrading the elec- 
tricity sector, which was 
badly-damaged during the 
country's civil war. 

A source at the French 
embassy said last-minute 
negotiations led to decreasing 
the initial amount of $206 
million by S21 railiion.The 
first contract stipulated that 
Biank Paribas and Bank 
Paribas Capital Market pro- 
vide a total of S85.7 million 
in loans to finance the instal- 
lation by the French firm 
Schneider of reinforced 
power substations in Beirut 
and its suburbs in periods rag- 
ing between 1 8 and 30 
months. 

Another contract provided 
for the installation of conven- 
tional power substations in 
north, east and south Lebanon 
by a consortium formed by 
the French companies of 
Clemmessy and Spies Ener- 
trans along with the German 
AEG. 

Works, due to be completed 
between 24 and 30 months, 
win be financed by S0.66 mil- 
lion French francs from the 
Union Europcene de Banques 
CIC, 19.J7 million Deutch- 
marks from the German 
KFW Bank and 4.68 million 
from the Lebanese Bank 
Saradar.Under terms of the 
third contract ($64.8 million) 
), the French Alcatel company 
will install underground 
cables for' 225 KV power 
transportation m Beirut and a 
number of suburbs within i’8 
ft? 24 months. 

Loans of $16.22 million 
from the European Invest- 
ment Bank, $44.83 millions 
from Banque Indosuez and 
$7.92 millions from Solidere, 
the $1.82 billion firm entrust- 
ed to rebuild war-devastated 
downtown Beirut, will cover 
costs of the project. 



A review ol news from the Arabic press 


American Business Centre opens in Amman 

** THE AMERICAN Business Centre (ABCl was 
inaugurated Sunday in an open house reception on the 
grounds of the United States- Embassy. The ABC will 
offer a variety of business services to Jordanian busi- 
ness which represent or wish to represent U.S. firms. It 
will also assist U.S. businesses in trade, investment and 
marketing activities in Jordan. The ABC has published 
a “quick reference" guide of services and programmes 
offered to help Lf.S. and Jordanian firms establish con- 
tacts and exchange trade opportunities, and includes 3 
description of services, publications and events offered 
by the ABC. The guide is available free of charge to be 
picked up by any interested party. The American Busi- 
ness Centre is located at the United States Embassy in 
Abdoun. The ABC may be contacted at Tel. 820101 or 
Fax S 20146. 


Employees file lawsuit against their minister 

** A LAWSUIT was' filed by S3 employees working on 
contract basis at the Ministry of Agriculture against the 
minister for cancelling a 25 per cent increase added to their 
monthly salaries. The employees are claiming that the per- 
centage was an “acquired right" based on a communique 
from die prime minister in 1988. Hanna Naddeh. the plain- 
tiff’s lawyer explained ihai the communique states: "A 25 
per cent shall be added to the basic salary of die deserv- 
ing employee working by contract on condition that the 
necessarv financial allocations are available. 

The minister has decided to stop this percentage on the 
basis of a regulation for manning government posts. The 
regulation states: “It is not permissible to grant any 
employee working by contract from the date of this regu- 
lation 'any allowance not specified in the unified allowance 
arrangement or any other classification. 

Dr Naddeh araues that the 25 per cent is not an 
allowance but P a^ of the salary because die prime mas- 
ter communique differentiated between the salary and the 
allowance. Moreover. Dr. Naddeh said, the pnme minister 
has no riuhi to sive an allowance to any employee and, as 
such. Stopping "the 25 per cent salary increase is in viola- 
tion of the law and should be cancelled. 

One of the plaintiffs described the 25 per cent as a good 
addition to the salary and cannot be underestimated espe- 
cially with -the effort and time involved at work. Most of 
those working bv contact have famthes and need aU the 
support and nobody has the right to deny them the pnee of 
theiTwork by an unjust decision, he stressed lAl Dus- 

tour). 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in i 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabra 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 


[ Interflora Membership ) 
* Fresh & Dry Flowers 
Production & Designe 


■J Um Uthainah 
Madina M. Street 

Telefax ( 811395 



STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality) in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
onr shop and get:- 

• JUMBO phot • 
Mho 30% bu p mr 


• From oolmrpm* 
moot 30 n 30 cm 


ShracasanLu* Qpp. Grindlayi 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tei: 823891 







AUTORENTAL. 

What Kind of 
Car Do You 
Need Today ? 

v . 

"Harm'll^ the right to sen t you. 
tocli and every lioi f . 

Call 858874 / 5 


V for 

Xrent 

l \ FLATS 
% NVILLAS 

N \ 

I \ 

g SERV1CES\ 

BYBLOS 


BIB! 

BOrnlQUE 

The best of N.Y. 
wedding gowns & 
designer wear for all 
occasions. 
Tahari 
Ellen Tracy 
Christian Dior USA 
And much more at 
reduced prices 

Tel: 856r988 

Next to Amra Hotel 


mxm.. 


SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY 
GASTRONOMY 
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REAL EETATEI 


DOLLAR 


ONTA OU 



Happiittetysit 

PoUuet&i 

Smctpe & Saluda (tyi 

OPEN DAILY FROM 
10A.M- 1 A.M 
Tel. 857199 

Fax 898537 

Umm TT thnlwn 
behind San Rock 
Hotel ' 


For details please oafl 

Tel . $64230 
lFax.864231 

crown Hem ' 

J OLYMPIC SIZE 
■■ SWIMMING POOlJt^k 

•TENNIS COURT 1 Js 

•health cure J /iBil 


• SAUNA & JACUZZI 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel. 693399 




OLVIDPIA 

HOTEL APARTMENTS 

THE IDEAL .ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 
SXMTS/Mf 

SPECIAL PRICES 
l TOR-LONGTERM- STAY J 


J. Tel: 758180 r 

*1 Radio & tv station RD. 


AL USSAN GQMMERCUIL CEN1ER 





I'T'FtTTITT'i 


Areas 

Partitioned & open space offices . Excellent finishing 
Immediate delivery . Rates to be determined after inspection 

Wadi Saqra Street Tel. 632643 


Leonardo da Vinci 

^Authentic Italian CuleRiej 
■ EstaWishadbl^?. J 


Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 


ReddcuiSiastt 

Teppanyaki 


i 
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Arantxa Sanchez Vicario (right) of Spain shows off her trophy with winner Monica 
Seles of the United States after losing the final of the Nichirei international women s 
tennis tournament in Tokyo September 22 ('Reuters photo) 

Seles beats Sanchez 
to win Tokyo title 


TOKYO (AFT 3 ) — With a typhoon raging 
around her. Monica Seles beat Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario 6-1. 6-4 in a whirlwind 8 1 
minutes Sunday to take the Tokyo 
International women's title for a third time. 

Seles, the joint world number one, who 
could not defend her title after being 
stabbed in 1993. said: *ir’s great to come 
back after such a long time and do well 
again, but definitely the conditions were 
really tough.” 

Strong winds and rain caused by typhoon 
violet forced organizers to close the stadi- 
um roof, but drops that fell through still 
delayed the start for more than an hour and 
interrupted play several times. 

Seles remained calm and used her double- 
handed strokes to force her Spanish oppo- 
nent to rush around the court in the first set. 
though she had to save four break points. 

Sanchez never gave up though. Using 
effective drop shots, lobs and passing shots 
to pile up points, she came back from one 
break down to 3-3 thanks to a Seles double 
fault at 30-40 in the sixth game. 


But the Spaniard started to make unforced 
errors and Seles went on to take the title she 
had won in 1991 and 1992 with a backhand 
winner down the line. 

“By the middle of the second set to the 
end of the second, I definitely forgot about 
the rain,” said Seles. "The key game was I 
held my serve at 4-3 for Arantxa to go four- 
all. 'That was a really important game.” . 

It was another frustrating day for the 
Spaniard who has been runner-up seven I 
times this year, including the French Open. I 
Wimbledon and the Atlanta Olympics. I 
It was Seles' 38th career title and fifth this 1 
year, rafter victories at Sydney, the I 
Australian Open in Melbourne, 'Eastbourne 
and Canadian Open. She has now beaten 
Sanchez 12 times and lost only once, in the 
1992 Canadian Open final. 

The 1995 singles champion Mary Pierce 
of France teamed up with Amanda Coetzer 
of South Africa to take the doubles title. 
They defeated Park Sung-Hee of South 
Korea and Wang Shi-Ting of Taiwan 6-1. 7- 
6 (7/5) in the final. 
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Porto lead 

Portuguese 

League 


LISBON (R.) — Porto 
m aintain ed their lead in the 
Portuguese first division 
soccer championship on 
Saturday when they beat 
Salgueiros 1-0 away. 

Porto and Sporting both 
have 10 points, with Porto 
ahead on goal difference. 
Benfica, Braga and Farense 
have seven points with a 
match in hand after three 
matches. Guimaraes have 
seven points after four 
matches. 

Salgueiros put up a spirit- 
ed defence against Porto, 
who had only one chance 
to score in the first half 
when a long shot by mid- 
fielder Sergio Conceicao 
hit the bar in the 16th 
minute. 

Brazilian striker Mario 
Jarde), twice-scoring hero 
in Porto's recent 3-2 first 
round win against AC 
Milan in the European 
Champions' League, shot 
the ball into the net in the 
63rd minute after a header 
by compatriot Luis Marcos 
(Lula) hit the bar. 

He dedicated his winning 
goal to his newly bom son. 
He heard the news of the 
birth last Wednesday when 
Porto crushed Benfica to 
win the Portuguese 
Supercup 5-0. 

Guimaraes, who will face 
Parma of Italy in a first leg 
second round UEFA Cup 
i match at home on Tuesday, 

1 drew 0-0 away against 
\ Chaves. 

\ Lisbon Sporting .beat 
\ Maritime 3-0 at home on 
Friday with an own goal by 
Filipe Ramos as well as 
goals by Sa Pinto and 
Afonso Martins. 

Benfica meet bottora-of- 
the-table Uniao Leiria on 
Sunday. 


Simone hits out at Capello, eyes Chelsea 


MILAN (AFP) — AC Milan's top striker Marco Simone 
has made a withering attack on his former coach Fabio 
Capello and said he will move to Chelsea if things do not 
improve. 

Capello guided Milan to four league titles and one 
European Cup in his five seasons in charge, but left the 
Italian champions in the summer. 

Simone never convinced Capello of his abilities, despite 
scoring some vital goals in Europe and 17 in the 1994-95 
league season. 

If the 27-year-old were given his lime again, Simone said: 
*Td choose Milan again, but knowing what has happened 
in the last five with Capello, I'd have asked to leave, so that 
I'd get a chance to play.” 

The biggest blow came last season, he said. 

“I know that nobody is owed anything. -but it's only fair to 
give players who have done well a chance. But it seems it 
was decided I shouldn't play. Capello drew up his starting 
grid and I was at the back. 

“Capello was not straight with me. I never had the impres- 
sion I had the same chances as the others. Capello lacked 
tact, respect and education." 

Asked if Simone himself had made any mistakes with the 
coach, the striker replied: "One. having put up with him." 

The relationship with Capello even found its way into the 


Romario scores on recall to Valencia line-up 

MADRID i R) — Troubled striker Romario scored on his recall to the Valencia line-up on Saturday and celebrated 
by rushing to shake hands with Luis Aragones. the coach who had dropped him. 

Romario helped Valencia to a 2-1 win over Tenerife, while champions Atlerico Madrid also returned to winning 
ways after consecutive defeats by brushing aside unfoncied Logrones 3-0. 

After Enrique Romero had put Valencia ahead. Romario headed home the second midway through the second half. 
Tenerife pulled one back shortly afterwards when international goalkeeper Andoni Zubizarreta was slow to react 
to a free kick from Bosnian forward Meho Kodro. 

But Valencia hung on for their first league win of the season and a valuable morale-booster ahead of the midweek 
UEFA Cup clash with Bayern Munich. 

Atletico's game at Logrones was much less complicated. 

Radomir Antic's team went ahead on the half-hour when Czech international Radek Bejbl latched on to the ball in 
midfield and saw his long-range shot deflected over goalkeeper Andoni Cedrun. 

With Atletico piling on the pressure. Juan Eduardo Esnaider made it two-nil just before the break after pouncing 
on a neat through ball by Kiko Narvaez. 

Kiko claimed the third goal, a deflection from a shot by Juan Carlos Aguilera, before being substituted twenty min- 
utes from the end. 

UEFA Cup side Espanyol reversed their trend of throwing away winning leads by coming from 2-0 down to earn 
a 2-2 draw at Athletic Bilbao. Francisco Lopez hit the bar with a header just before time as espanyol pushed for the 
three points. 

Racing Santander's dream of going top ahead of Sunday's games was shattered at Valladolid, where they lost 3- 

0. 


Sisters suing Sydney Games 
organisers over boomerang logo 


SYDNEY (.AFP) — The Sydney 
2000 Olympics logo featuring 
boomerangs in the shape of a run- 
ning athlete has become the focus ot 
a legal action by four sisters who 
insist it was based on their design. 

Just eight days after the design was 
unveiled here, the sisters, who run a 
graphic design studio known as 
Leuver, Leuver, Leuver and Leaver, 
said Sunday that unless their claim is 
settled soon they will launch pro- 
ceedings for a six-figure settlement. 

They say the official logo, devel- 
oped by Fha Image design of 
Melbourne, bears such a close 
resemblance to the one they submit- 
ted first in 1991 and again IS months 
ago that it could not have been coin- 
cidental. 

Featuring a stylised image of the 
Sydney Opera House above three 
boomerangs symbolising an athlete, 
the official logo has already drawn 
its share of controversy. 

A three-dimensional model of the 


logo, which has also been likened to 
a rooster crowing, was blown down 
by a gust of wind, photographed by a 
passing photographer and revealed 
on the front pages of newspapers 
two days before its official unveil- 
ing. 

Fha creative director Trevor Flett 
said the majority of the designs sub- 
mitted featured images of the opera 
house or boomerangs in some form 
and that the Leuver sisters' design 
was one of them. 

The sisters. Marita. Vanessa. 
Therese and Jonie. said they had 
attended an unsatisfactory meeting 
with SOCOG officials on Friday and 
are now in process of sending a let- 
ter. 

’*lt‘s for six figures, but I can't be 
more specific," said Marita. "If this 
is not resolved satisfactorily within 
the next few days then we will be 
starting proceedings. 

"The official logo is really close to 
the design we submitted to organis- 


ers of Sydney's bid for the Games 
and then we resubmitted the idea in 
1955. We also thought it was a very 
good idea, which is why we present- 
ed it twice. 

"I know what SOCOG has said 
about boomerangs, but the big ques- 
tion is about boomerangs and men. 
which was an original concept- 

SOCOG spokesman Richard 
Palfreyman said Friday s meeting 
with the Leuver sisters had been 
arranged at SOCOG s invitation. 

"It was to try to establish the exact 
nature of their questions because 
they have so far only been made 
throi ><■'.. the press. 

"SOCOG and Trevor flett reaf- 
firmed their previous statements that 
the Sydney 2000 logo is an original 
work created by Fha and is owned 
bv SOCOG. 

'"Many of the other submissions 
we received featured boomerangs 
and the opera house.” 


Gascoigne sparks Paolo Rossi wants 
Rangers fightback goals for his birthday 


question of belief in God. 

“I talk about it with friends but I always come up against 
the same thought 'there are too many people who suffer.' To 
look at the world, God does not seem as good as people say. 

“He has not given everyone the same opportunities. God 
is a bit like Capello.” 

Simone has blossomed under new coach Oscar Tabarez, 
scoring both goals in their Italian Cup win over Empoli, 
two in a 4-1 league win over Verona and one in the 3-2 
defeat to FC Porto in the Champions League. 

But he has not forgotten an offer made to him by former 
AC Milan hero Ruud Gullit, now coach of Chelsea. 

The Dutchman has already asked Simone to join the 
London club as their third Italian with Gianluca Vialii and 
Roberto Di Matteo. Simone told the Gazzetra Dello Sport’s 
weekend magazine. 

“I spoke with Ruud during the summer and he told me 
‘for you. the door is always open.’ But he also realised that, 
what I want most is to achieve something with Milan. 

“Given that Capello was leaving, I preferred to stay and 
finally play my hand. It would be stupid to leave now.” 

Bur asked what he would do if doors closed again here. 
Simone had no doubts about the answer: “Gullir has left the 
door open for me at Chelsea...” 


GLASGOW (AFP) — Two goals apiece from Paul 
Gascoigne and substitute Peter Van Vossen saw' Rangers 
come from behind to clinch a 4-1 triumph at Kilmarnock to 
make it six league wins out of six for the Glasgow Giants. 

England star Gascoigne netted twice in a second-half 
fight-back by Walter Smith's champions to maintain their 
two-point lead over Celtic at the top and keep them on 
course for a record-equalling nine straight titles. 

And Dutchman Van Vossen netted a late double to take 
his season's tally to nine and put an unfair gloss on the 
scoreline in a match which Rangers threatened to lose for 
long periods. 

Killie had gone in front through Mark Reilly's 19th- 
, minute goal to leave boss Alex Totten dreaming of h\s first 
ever victory over Rangers as a manager. 

Rangers face French side Auxerre on Wednesday in a 
vital Champions' League tie when they will try to bounce 
back from a 3-0 defeat at Grasshoppers Zurich 10 days ago. 

Auxerre manager Guy Roux, who was at the match to spy 
on his Scottish rivals, singled out two players who he 
believes pose a threat. 

Celtic received a boost ahead of next week’s UEFA Cup 
• trip-id Hamburg where they must overturn a 2-0 deficit. 

The GlaSgoW * Giants warmed up by. demolishing 
Dunfermline 5-1, with Italian summer signing Paolo di 
Canio among the scorers, but manager Tommy Bums was 
not ovetjoyed at the Celtic display. 

I Goals from DaiTen Jackson and Keith Wright gave 
Hibernian a well-deserved 2-0 win at Aberdeen who 
crashed to their first Premier Division defeat of the season. 

An impressive all-round display from hibs, well-mar- 
shalled by 40-year-old former England captain Ray 
Wilkins, relieved some of the pressure on manager Alex 
Miller who has come in for some heavy criticism follow- 
ing last week's four goal League Cup defeat to Rangers. 

In the day’s oiher Premier Division matches Raith Rovers 
twice came from behind to beat Dundee United 3-2 in a 
thrilling clash, giving the 1994 League Cup winners their 
first poims of the season, while Hearts drew l-I at home to 
Motherwell. 


VICENZA. ITALY (AFP) 

— Paolo Rossi. Italy's hero 
of their 1982 World Cup tri- 
umph. is celebrating his 
40th birthday here Monday 
with a plea for more excite- 
ment in a sport he no longer 
enjoys. 

Rossi, whose six goals at 
the 19S2 Finals in Spain 
guided Italy to victory, 
retired at the age of 31. A 
property developer who 
i now lives in Vicenza, he 
enjoys horse riding and 
scuba diving. 

Football is a sore point. 
Though the former 
Juventus star still watches 
his local Serie A club 
Vicenza, he clearly believes 
•the Italian- championship 

has lost its. wav. ,, . 

,J T fiardly enjoy ft af lali; v? 
he told the Gazzerta Dello 
Sport on Sunday. “It's the 
football of constant harry- 
ing. of tactics, of teams 
playing a short game within 
' a 20-metre area? 

"And the players with a 
touch of fantasy are being 
sacrificed. 

"The World Cup two 
years ago was a disappoint- 
ment and the recent 
European Championships 
were a bore: 10 matches 
decided by penalties. 

There's no room for goals 
anymore. 

“Somethine has to 
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Alistair Edwards of Australia jump over Paul Ocbieng of Kenya durin« the fin^l m *» u 
Cup held in Loftus Vers veld Stadium in Pretoria. Australia won 4-0 (Reuters photo)" l0r ^ our Nations 


' CINEMA 


TEL:634144 


CINEMA 


TEL:699238 


CINEMA 


TEl:677420 


PHILADELPHIA 


Nadia Jundi in 


PLAZA 


The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki ....in 


assassination Naser 56 


^ CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” 

Arnold Schwrzeneggar 
& Vanessa Williams...in 
ERASER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30’, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


(ARABIC) 


(Arabic) 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 


CONCORD "2” 
SYLVESTER STALLONE.. ..in 
ASSASSINS 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


/ Ammoun Theatre & Cinema \ 

i, TEL 618274 -618275 ) 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 

Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


Llabl1 & Hisham's Theatre A 
• — TEL: 625 1 55 ) 

presents 

the SATIRICAL comedy 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
6251 S5 - 640155 , 


da 


change, like the off-side 
rules. They shouldn't be 
competely abolished, but at 
least be limited to the 
penalty area." 

Rossi was no kinder to 
Italy's unpopular national 
coach Arrigo Sacchi. 

“1 don't "like his way of 
playing." Rossi said. "I'm 
not doubting the Fact that 
he?s a solid coach, it's jus(ji. 
that l can't remember a sin- 
gle great game played by 
his leum.” 

He then corrected him- 
self. saying: “They did well 
at the World Cup. and came 
second, but what we saw 
was not beautiful football. 

.And at Euro 96. w f e could 
have done a great deal 

-- I think most people 
...would agree with what I 
say: We no longer love the 
national team because it no 
longer has an identity. 
Sacchi makes too many 
changes, systems are the 
only things that count for 
him. 

"He's taken all the per- 
sonality out of the team.” 

Rossi still dons his boots 
occasionally. The marf 
whose hat-trick 14 yea rc 
ago toppled Brazil and 
whose goal broke the dead- . 
lock with West Germany in 
the final, now plays celebri- 
ty matches for club Italia. 


. “J. 
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Sports — - 

Yankees close in on East title 


NEW YORK (R) — It took 15 pitchers. 23 
runs, 34 hits and 10 innings, but the New 
Yorfc Yankees pulled out a wild 12-11 vic- 
tory over the Boston Red Sox on Saturday 
to move a step closer to capturing the 
American League East crown. 

New York erased deficits of 6-1 and 11-7 
to tie the game in the eighth before Derek 
Jeter s bases-loaded single with two out in 
the bottom of the 10th brought home the 
winning run and sent the packed Yankee 
Stadium crowd into a frenzy. 

New York remained four games ahead of 
Baltimore with a magic number of five for 
clinching the division crown. 

Joe Hudson (3-5), the seventh Boston 
pitcher, started the 10th and gave up a sin- 
gle to Wade Boggs and walks to cecil field- 
er and Bemie Williams to load the bases 
with two oul 

Jeter then laced a single past diving short- 
stop Nomar Garciaparra that plated Boggs 
to end the four hour and 45 minute slugfesL 
“I always want to be up there in that situ- 
ation, needing the hit to win,” said Jeter, 
who had three hits and drove in three runs. 

Paul O’Neill, who had four hits including 
one of four New York home runs said: “I 
don’t know whar it is about boston but we 
seem to play these kind of games with 
them. It’s a great win for us, we’ll try to get 
two more tomorrow.” 

Tim Raines had solo homers in the fifth 
and sixth innings and fielder celebrated his 
33rd birthday by belting his 3Sth homer, a 
two-run shot off Pat Mahomes in the sixth. 

John Wetteland (2-3). the eighth Yankee 
hurler. pitched two scoreless innings for the 
win. 

Bill Hasselman had Boston's lone homer 
off Ricky Bones in the sixth and his two- 
run double in the seventh put the Red Sox 
ahead 11-7. 

But the Yanks got three runs back in the 
bottom of the i nnin g with the help of a two- 
run single by Tino Martinez and tied the 
game in the ninth on an O'Neill RBI infield 
single. 

In Baltimore. Eddie Murray's 19th career 
grand slam capped a six-run sixth inning 
that propelled the Orioles to a 6-3 win over 
the Toronto Blue Jays. 

The Orioles were unable to gain ground 
on the yankees but maintained their slim 
1/2 game wild card lead over Seattle. 

Baltimore was hitless against Woody 
Williams (4-4) until the sixth. But Wiliams 
loaded the bases and reliever Scott Brow 
walked in two runs before Murray connect- 
ed for his 22nd homer of the season and 
501st of his career to make it 6-2. 

Rocky Coppinger (9-6) gave up two runs 
on four hits for the victory. 

At California, John Burkett pitched eight 


strong innings and Rusty Greer, Juan Gon- 
zalez and Dave Valle hit solo homers as the 
Texas Rangers broke a five-game losing 
streak to remain atop the West with a 7-1 
rout of the Angels. 

Burkett (4-2) gave up one run and seven 
hits with a walk and seven strikeouts to 
keep the Rangers one game ahead of 
streaking Seattle after Texas had lost eight 
games in the standings to the Mariners in 
nine days. 

All three Texas homers came off Jim 
Abbott, who saw his miserable record fall 
to 2-17. 

In Seartie, Alex Rodriguez, Ken Griffey 
Jr. Edgar Martinez and Paul Sorrento 
homered consecutively in the third inning 
as the red-hot Mariners won their club- 
record 10th straight game with a 9-2 rout of 
the Oakland Athletics. 

Seattle also got a two- run homer from Jay 
Buhner — his 43rd — in the second inning. 

Oakland starter Dave Telgheder (3-7). 
who surrendered all four homers, was 
tagged for six runs and six hits over 2 2/3 
innings. 

Griffey's homer was number 47, 
Rodriguez belted his 36th. Martinez now 
has 26 round-trippers and Sorrento 22 as 
the Mariners continue to pound the ball 
during the stretch run. 

In Chicago. Brad Radke gave up seven 
hits and three runs in 6 1/3 innings and four 
different players drove in Minnesota runs 
as the Twins dealt the White Sox playoff 
chances a blow with a 4-3 win. 

Wilson Alvarez (15-10) gave up four runs 
and nine hits to fall to 0-3 for September as 
Chicago struggles to keep up with Balti- 
more and Seattle in the wild card playoff 
hunt. 

In Cleveland, Jeff Kent, Ryan Thompson 
and Tony Pena combined for eight hits, 
nine RBI and four runs scored to pace the 
Indians to a 13-4 pasting of the Kansas City 
Royals. 

Kent was 3-for-3 with two RBI, Thomp- 
son went 2-for-5 with a three-run homer 
and Pena was 3-for-4 and drove in four runs 
to help Orel Hershiser to his 15th win. 

The Indians need to win six of their last 
eight games to reach 100 victories for the 
second consecutive season. 

In Milwaukee, Jeromy Bumitz hit a grand 
slam and drove in five runs and Jose 
Valentin added a three-run homer to power 
the brewers to a 13-6 win over the Detroit 
Tigers. 

The Brewers bombed todd Van Poppel (3- 
S) for 10 runs in just I 2/3 innings. 

Jeff D’Amico (6-6) was credited with the 
win. despite tying a club record by allowing 
five home runs, including two to Phil 
Nevin. 


Dodgers beat Padres to increase lead 
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SAN DIEGO (R) — The 
Los Angeles Dodgers 
gave themselves a bit of 
breathing room in their 
battle with San Diego for 
the National League West 
division pennant by hand- 
ing the Padres a 9-2 
thrashing Saturday. 

Raul Mondesi had four 
hits, including a bases- 
load double that keyed a 
seven-run fifth inning to 
help the Dodgers increase 
their lead over San Diego 
to I 1/2 games. 

Los Angeles has won six 
of its last eight and closes 
out the key four-game 
series with the Padres 
Sunday. 

“It wouldn't necessarily 
make us comfortable, but 
it would increase our 
cushion.” Dodgers catcher 
Mike Piazza said of a pos- 
sible series-closing win on 
Sunday. 

Ismael Valdes (15-7) 
won his fourth straight 
decision, allowing two 
runs and three hits in 
seven innings. Scott 
Sanders (9-5) had his five- 
game winning streak 
stopped. He lasted 4-1/3 
innings, allowing six runs 
and seven hits. 

The Padres grabbed the 
lead in the second inning 
when Jody Reed hit a two- 
run homer. But Valdes 
shut San Diego down the 
rest of the way. 

“Jody reed got us on top. 
but other than that we did- 
n’t have a lot going." 
Padres manager Bruce 
Bochy said. "They cer- 
tainly had the pitching." 

Eric Karros launched his 
33rd homer in the fourth 
to put Los Angeles on the 
board and the Dodgers 
blew the came open in the 
fifth with the help of Mon- 
desi’s three-run double. 

In Atlanta, the World 
Series champion Braves 
reduced their magic num- 
ber to two in the east by 
edging the second-place 
Montreal Expos 5-4. 

Fred McGriff’s two-run 
double in the third put the 
Braves ahead and Eduardo 
Perez's two-run homer in 
the seventh sealed the win 
for Dennv Neagle (16-8). 


who allowed two runs on 
eight hits in 7-1/3 innings. 

Atlanta can clinch its 
fifth straight division title 
with a win over the Expos 
on Sunday or Monday. 

At Florida, Jeff Conine 
and Devon White led off 
the ninth inning with 
back-to-back homers off 
Billy Wagner to rally the 
Marlins to a 2-1 victory 
over the Houston Astros. 

The loss pushed Hous- 
ton 5 1/2 games behind 
idle St. Louis, just about 
ending the Astros’ chances 
of overtaking the Cardi- 
nals for the central divi- 
sion title. 

Houston's Doug Drabek 
and Wagner had combined 
on a five-hit shutout over 
the first eight innings with 
Derek Bell’s fourth-inning 
RBI the only run. 

Houston nursed its 1-0 
lead until the ninth when 
Conine led off the inning 
with his 25th homer. 
White followed with his 
game-winning 17th 

homer. 

In San Francisco, Kirk 
Rueter pitched seven 
scoreless innings and 
drove in a run and rookie 
Catcher Marcus Jensen 
had three RBI to pace the 
giants to a 6-2 victory 
over Colorado, eliminat- 
ing the Rockies from play- 
off contention. 

Colorado won the wild 
card playoff berth last sea- 
son but followed an eight- 
game winning streak by 
losing five of six to kill its 
post-season hopes. 

Rueter (6-8) gave up 
five hits and walked one 
with six strikeouts. Jamey 
Wright (4-4) allowed six 
runs’ and six hits to suffer 
the loss. 

In Pittsburgh. Rich 
Loiselle got his first 
major-league win and Jay 
Bell capped a five-run 
third inning with a homer 
as the Pirates extended 
their winning streak to 10 
games with a 8-3 victory 
over the Chicago Cubs. 

Pittsburgh, in last place 
in the central division, 
ironically is riding the 
longest winning streak in 
the majors this season. 


Loiselle (1-0) gave up 
three runs and nine hits in 
five-plus innings. Dave 
Swartzbaugh (0-1) was 
tagged for six runs and 
five hits for the loss. 

Carlos Garcia doubled 
in two runs in the second 
and the Pirates blew open 
the game in the third with 
Bell's three-run blast mak- 
ing it 7-0. 

In Philadelphia, Curt 
Schilling allowed five hits 
in his league-leading 
eighth complete game as 
the Phillies edged the New 
York Mets 2-1. 

Schilling (9-9) walked 
none and struck out 10 in 
his second straight com- 
plete game. Pete hamisch 
(8-12) gave up two runs 
— one earned — and five 
hits for a tough defeat. 

The score was tied 1-1 in 
the sixth when Gregg Jef- 
feries and Benito Santiago 
singled to put runners on 
the comers. Ruben Araaro 
grounded into a double 
play that plated Jefferies 
with the winning ran. 
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Davis Cup 

Pioline pulls France level 


Ohnemulier Matthias, deputy head of mission at the 
German Embassy in Amman and Miinzer Huneidi of 
the Ministry of Youth exchange documents of an 
agreement whereby the German side will cooperate 
with the Kingdom in promoting sport in general and 
training programmes in particular (photo by Mo*- 
tasem Malki) 


Villeneuve wins 
Portuguese Grand Prix 


ESTORIL, PORTUGAL 
(AFP) — Canadian 
Jacques Villeneuve 
scored a dramatic victory 
in Sunday's Portuguese 
Grand Prix, denying his 
Williams-Renauk team- 
mate Damon Hill the 
chance of sealing the 
world drivers’ champi- 
onship. 

Villeneuve overtook 
race leader Hill after a 
quick pitstop with 20 of 
the 70 laps of the Estoril 
circuit remaining, and 
then pulled away for his 
fourth win of the season. 

Briton Hill will go into 
the final race of the sea- 
son — the Japanese 
Grand Prix at Suzuka on 
October 13 — with a 
nine-point lead over for- 
mer Indycar champion 
Villeneuve, who is in his 
first season in Formula 
One. 

Hill, who finished sec- 
ond, would have 
clinched the title if he 
had won Sunday’s race. 

Villeneuve will need to 
win in Japan, with Hill 
failing to earn a point, if 
he is to take the title from- 
his teammate at the last 

now has 87 cham- 
pionship points with Vil- 
leneuve on 78. A race 
victory is worth 10 
points. 

Villeneuve finished the 
race in 1 hr 40 min 22.9 1 5 
secs, 19.966secs ahead 
of Hill, who was plagued 
by clutch problems over 
the late laps. 

"I felt pretty confident 
2 could stay but Jacques 
did a great job coming 
through the traffic,” Hill 
said. "He found some 
time in the pit stop. He 
was really flying. 

“I can’t be too disap- 


S280 1994 MODEL 
FULL OPTIONS 
BLACK METALLIC 
GOOD CONDITION 


DUTY FREE 
PLEASE CONTACT 
619449 


Furnished 2 bedrooms flat 
Zahran - Jabal Amman. 

TeL 644811 between 3-6 pan 


- Super 

Two adjacent apartments, 3 bedrooms and 2 bedrooms. 
Each with central heating, full kitchen, toilets, salon, 
dining and telephone. Annual rent Location: Korasan 
Str., Building No. 4, south of Mamadania (Baptist) 
School. Please call 662025 


APARTMENT FOR RENT! 


/Consists of 3 bedrooms of which one is a master 
bedroom, with separate entrance, central healing, big 
ground water well, maid's quarter and telephone . 

Located at Um Uthaina , Total area is around 

(320sq.m). the apartment is best suited for diplomatic 
missions and international companies family residence. 

For information & price , please contact 
the owner directly at phone No ; 
k 683896 / 810103 . Mobile No : 31170 / 


pointed. I'm only one 
point away from the 
championship.” 

Two-time world cham- 
pion Michael Schumach- 
er of Germany was third 
in his Ferrari, ahead of 
Frenchman Jean Alesi in 
a Benetton-Renault. 

Eddie Irvine of Ireland 
was fifth in a Ferrari — 
his first finish for nine 
races — with Gerhard 
Berger of Austria sixth in 
a Benetton-Renault 
It was the sixth 1-2 fin- 
ish for Williams-Renault 
this season. 

Villeneuve was famil- 
iar with the Estoril track 
after several testing ses- 
sions at the Portuguese 
circuit. 

"My experience helped 
me a lime,” Villeneuve 
said. “I’d done a quick 
lap before coming into 
the pits and fought close 
to Damon to overtake 
him in the pit stop and 
that's what happened.” 
Hill is bidding to emu- 
lated his late father Gra- 
ham Hill, who was world., 
champion in 1-962 and 
1968 blit died in a light 
plane crash in 1975. 


NANTES (AFP) — Cedric 
Pioline pulled France level 
at 2-2 in their Davis Cup 
semi-final tie here Sunday 
following his 6-3, 2-6, 6-2, 
6-4 victoiy over Italy's 
Renzo Furlan. 

France have now won 
two rubbers in a row, 
including Saturday’s dou- 
bles, following their first 
day calamity when they 
lost both singles. Now 
arnaud boetsch and Andrea 
Gaudenzi compete for a 
place in the final. 

Pioline, world-ranked 
1 7th, needed three hours 
and four minutes to dispose 
of 3Sth-ranked furlan in 
this third and final day. 

By his victory, Pioline 
made up for his loss in his 
first singles against 55th- 
ranked Andrea Gaudenzi. 

He broke serve in just the 
second game and had four 
break points in the eighth 
game before eventually 
claiming the first set 6-3. 

In the second set, Pioline 
had a bad parch and lost his 
serve in the sixth game, but 
he rallied in the third set. 

He immediately broke 
Furlan's service and did it 
again in the fifth game with 
the aid of a Furlan double 
fault and a mishit smash by 
the Italian from a bad lob. 

Just one break of service 
in the fourth set was 
enough for Pioline. who hit 
51 percent first serves 
against 45 percent for his 
opponent, to go through 
decisively. 

Boetsch and Gaudenzi, 
who has a left wrist injury. 



Austria's Thomas Muster 

Austria’s hopes slump as 
Muster is disqualified 

SAO PAULO (AFP) — Thomas Muster was disqualified 
from Austria's vital Davis Cup world group qualifying 
showdown with Brazil here Saturday after staging an angry 
walk-off during the doubles. 

Muster, former world No. 1 and 1995 French Open 
champion, was playing alongside Udo Plamberger and was 
dearly upset by the jeers and abuse of the partisan home 
crowd, and he picked up a warning for making an obscene 
gesture to spectators in the fourth-set. 

The Austrians, level-pegging at 1-1 in the tie after Fri- 
day's singles, were always trailing Gustavo Kuerten et 
Jaime Oncins in a tense encounter. Muster, clearly furious 
with the behaviour and attitude of the South American 
crowd, stalked off court with the visitors trailing 0-2 in the 
fifth-set. 

The match was immediately awarded to the Brazilians at 
7-6 (7/2), 4-6, 6-3. 3-6, 2-0. 

Muster, who had given Austria a winning start in the tie 
when he defeated Fernando Meligeni in straight-sets on 
Friday, will not be allowed to play his reverse singles on 
Sunday against Gustavo Kuerten. 

Match referee Antonio Marques of Portugal confirmed at 
a meeting attended by officials of both teams that the Aus- 
trian No. 1 had been disqualified from playing for the rest 
of the tie for ‘unsporting behaviour his place Sunday will 
be taken by either Clemens Trimmel or Plamberger, and his 
absence raises a big questionraark over Austria’s capabili- 
ty to survive in the world group next season. 

The final singles will be between meligeni and Marcus 


n ow fight it out for a fin al Higfl. _ 


place — GJaudpnzi won 
their only two previous 
encounters. 


Furnished Apartment in Abdoun 
( Deir Ghbar) For Rent 

Super deluxe newly built apartment near U.S. Embassy. 
315 sq.m., second floor, 4 bedrooms (2 master), 31/2 
bathrooms, sitting & dining room, living room, 2 
balconies, spacious fully-equipped kitchen, luxurious 
furniture and appliances and Independent central heating 
& air-conditioning. Please call 810114, 638948 


TO LET 


FLAT 


TO LET 


Two bedrooms dining room, sitting room, 
central heating, separate entrance. | 
Part of a villa in a doctors' housing suberb.l 
West of Amman Tel.: 665659-642404 V 


APARTMENTS TO LET 

1) Location: Tla 1 Al Ali area (end of Gardens ^ 
Street). Description: Area 218 sq.m., ground 
floor, 3 bedrooms (one master), large salon and 
living room, central heating, telephone, 400, 
sq.m, garden and garage for 2 cars. 

2) Location: Jabal Luweibdeh. Description: 
Area 380 sq.m., 3 bedrooms, maid's room, 2 big 
salons, garden, central heating and telephone. 

For more information call 885019 
between 9 a.m. - 12 noon 


An International Company with offices all 
over the Middle East is looking for a Female 
Beauty Consultant based in Jordan to 
promote their range of perfumes/cosmetics. 

Req ui rements : 

- Young, smart and dynamic 

- Ambitious and self motivated 

- Well spoken and presentable 

- Bilingual English & Arabic 

- Three years experience in a similar 
position in a reputed organisation 

Letters of application accompanied by a 
detailed CV and a photograph should be sent 
to the attention of : 

Perfumes Division, 

P.O. Box 60912, Dubai, UAE 

Fax No.: (9714) 626748 


Hipfl failed io press home Austria's early advantage on 
Friday when he was beaten in five sets by^Kuerton in the 
second singles — despite leading by two sets to love. 


INVITATION TO AN 
INTERNATIONAL TENDER 


1. Mu'tah University invite specialised and experienced 
international companies to submit their bids to the 
tender for the integrated project ”A Modem 
Computer Center at Mu'tah University" involving 
the supply, erection, start-up, technical assistance, 
maintenance and training to trainers to handel the 
equipment. 

2. Bidders should submit a financial offer to the best 
terms and conditions available in their countries. 
This financial offer should be a loan for fully 
financing the integrated project and available at 
present to the Government of Jordan including the 
detailed financing conditions, such as: 

- Low interest rate - grace period 

- semi, annual reimbursement. 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further 
information and collect the Bidding Documents at 
the Liaison Office of Mu’tah University located on 
Samir Rifai St. -Jabal Amman between 9:00 cum to 
1:00 p.m Saturday through Thursday beginning 
September 23, 1996 to October 7, 1996. 

4. Bidders may offer more updated version of the 
specific component and equipment called for. 

5. Prices are to be quoted on the basis CIF Mu’tah 
University excluding custom duties and other 
official taxes And charges, but including 12 month 
on site warranty and installation. 

6. Specifications should be according to specifications 
stated in the project document which will be handed 
to the bidders. 

7. The offer will be evaluated technically and financially 
according to our specification and requirement. 

Contract will be awarded to the best evaluated 
bidders who would prove capable to carry out the 
requirements of the contract to be signed. 

8. A complete set of the Bidding Document may be 
obtained from above reference office upon submis- 
sion of a written application and a payment of a 
nan-refundable fee. All payments will be made by a 
bank drift or certified bank check in the currency 
of the purchaser’s choice or in cash made out in 
favour of Mu'tah University. The price of 
purchasing the documents would be the equivalent 
in Jordanian Dinars or US$ currency of the 
following amounts: 

* For delivery to personal callers $ 400.000 per bid 
document. 

* For delivery by local mail to local Bidders by 
courier Service S 450.000 per bid document. 

. * For delivery to Overseas Bidders by courier 
Service S JJ0.000 for bid document. 

Closing date for the bid submission will be noon at 12 

o'clock, on Oct 30 1996. Bids shall have a validity of 

60 days . 

Ma*tah University 


s# r Vi4 
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Doubts cast on results 
of Bosnia elections as 
vote count goes awry 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnia's 
peace train has been held up 
by confusion over general 
election results marred by sys- 
tematic miscounting and a 
disturbing potential for fraud. 

The Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) was due to 
have announced the final out- 
come on Saturday but post- 
poned it for at least another 
week. 

Once that is done, a 72-hour 
period ensues for interested 
parties to appeal against the 
results or the methods used to 
reach them. OSCE then has 
72 hours to rule on the appeals 
and only then con it decide 
whether to certify the out- 
come. 

The elections must be vali- 
dated to reach the next and 
pivotal stage of the peace 
process — forming a union 
government of Muslims. 
Serbs and Croats to gradually 
reverse the wartime carveup 
of Bosnia. 

But the post-election disar- 
ray may cost peace coordina- 
tors momentum — a crucial 
issue in light of early signs of 
obstruction by Serb sepa- 
ratists — and erode the legit- 
imacy of new governing insti- 
tulions. 

“You are giving the nation- 
alist hardliners (who do not 
want Bosnia reunified! an 
excuse to challenge the 
authenticity of the entire 
process.” said Hrair Baiian of 
the International Crisis Group 
(ICG), a think tank monitor- 
ing post-war Bosnia. 

“The vote-count problem is 
really scandalous. The inter- 
national community had real- 
ly lost credibility here.” 

Critics say the United 
States. which brokered 
Bosnia's peace Treaty, was so 


keen to see pro-unity 
President Alija Izetbegovic. a 
Muslim, become head of a 
new inrer-ethnic presidency 
that OSCE's American-run 
Bosnia mission declared him 
the winner last week based on 
provisional, unchecked 

results. 

Assuming he would be 
Bosnia's head of state. North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) diplomats swiftly 
engineered on Oct. 3 meeting 
in Paris between Mr. 
Izetbegovic and President 
Slobodan Milosevic of Serbia. 

But Mr. Izetbegovic’s unof- 
ficial margin of "victory" 
over Serb nationalist Momcilo 
Krajisnik was just 26.000 
votes out of 2.4 million cast in 
the presidency race, current 
calculations show. 

By Saturday. OSCE confi- 
dence in the outcome was 
crumbling as a pervasive pat- 
tern of errors in the vote count 
emerged. 

OSCE election overseers 
had to say they would have 
“no idea" who really won 
pending a recount, audit and 
cross-checks of ballots against 
voter registration lists. 

“We found numerous errors 
of transcription and errors of 
addition (by local election 
workers) and also a series of 
problems with double entry of 
results coming at different 
times from the same counting 
house,” said OSCE adviser 
John Reid. 

He said the discrepancies 
could involve from a few hun- 
dred votes in one municipality 
to tens of thousands in others. 

“Our mistake was in trying 
to rush out the results before 
they were actually ready and 
our communications system 
to get them here (tabulation 
'centre in Sarajevo) Just ~coP 


lapsed.” 

The OSCE insisted prob- 
lems so far were solely techni- 
cal in nature. But independent 
monitors said OSCE’s knowl- 
edge of the potential maxi- 
mum electorate was so hazy 
that serious fraud might 
account for discrepancies in 
tabulation as well. 

Critics point to provisional 
indications of a voter turnout 
that was astronomical by all 
but the standards of rigged 
one- party elections in former 
communist bloc states. 

Anywhere from 82 per cent 
to 104 per cent of Bosnia's 
registered electorate appeared 
to have voted, according to 
preliminary calculations. 

In 1990 elections, only 74 
per cent turned out — and 
this was before tens of thou- 
sands of people died and two 
million were displaced in a 
43-month-long war that 
destroyed the country's com- 
munications infrastructure. 

Surprised by the huge 
turnout this time, the OSCE 
on Saturday concluded thar its 
previous estimate of 2.9 mil- 
lion total eligible voters was 
too low and raised it to 3.2 
million. 

But the OSCE conceded 
none of the figures could be 
precise because municipali- 
ties had failed to keep or 
refused to hand over lists of 
citizens who died or went 
missing in the war. 

The OSCE sent many thou- 
sands of extra ballots out to 
polling stations because it 
could not tell in advance 
where refugees — half of the 
electorate — would vote. 

The OSCE had only one 
supervisor for every three 
polling stations to watch for 
■possible abuses. 


Badia deputy submits resignation, 
criticises government, legislature 


By Samir Barhoura 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Northern 
Badia District Deputy Trad 
Saud Al Qadi on Sunday 
submitted his resignation 
from the Lower House of 
Parliament because of what 
he termed as the exacerbat- 
ing living conditions, rising 
unemployment and corrup- 
tion. 

Dr. Qadi. who was elected 
to the SO-member House 
only four months ago to fill 
a seat left vacant by the 
death of his brother Nawaf 
Al Qadi. is the second 
deputy to resign since the 
government decided in 
August to lift bread and fod- 
der subsidies. Karak Deputy 
Nozih Ammarin submitted 
his resignation Sept. 1. 

At a press conference he 
convened at the Parliament 
House to announce his res- 
ignation. Dr. Qadi said he 
was unable to serve his con- 
stituents through the legis- 
lature because of the gov- 
ernment's refusal to cooper- 
ate with him but vowed to 
continue serving the public 
in his best ability after 
resigning. 

Anticipating more resig- 
nations by 'disgruntled” 
colleagues. Dr. Qadi who 
belongs to a 23-member 
parliamentary bloc opposed 
to lifting subsidies, said the 
living conditions in Jordan 
had become intolerable and 
warned of “an imminent 


explosion.*’ 

“Our people will explode 
one day if things remain as 
they are. (The situation) is 
now like a time bomb,” Dr. 
Qadi declared, expressing 
hope that such an explosion 
would be averted 

The deputy called on both 
the government and the 
House to submit their resig- 
nations and contended the 
House had become a toy in 
the hands of the executive 
authority. 

In his letter of resignation 
addressed to House 
Speaker Sa'd Hayel Srour, 
Dr. Qadi. a former minister 
of health and ambassador, 
said that instead of tackling 
the major problem of unem- 
ployment, which he said 
was plaguing the country in 
genera] and the northern 
badia regions in particular, 
the government decided to 
lift bread and fodder subsi- 
dies, which led to raising 
the prices of hundreds of 
other commodities, includ- 
ing medicine. 

“This added to the psy- 
chological pain suffered by 
the poor, who constitute the 
absolute majority of our 
people, and this unjustified 
lifting of subsidies was like 
the straw that broke the 
camel's back." he said. 

In addition, he continued, 
the government was unable 
to help "hundreds of young 
university and community 
college graduates as well as 
orher individuals and wid- 


ows looking for an honest 
job... at a time when the 
Prime Ministry itself and 
even Parliament employ 
foreigners.” 

The deputy said he did his 
best to help these people, 
trying to mediate with the 
prime minister and other 
officials to be met only with 
"empty answers although 
job opportunities were 
granted to those who have 
links with the government.” 

Another reason for the 
resignation was what he 
termed as the clampdown 
on public freedoms and 
oppression “of all those 
who try to speak out against 
the tragedies of hunger, 
poverty, soaring prices and 
unemployment as was the 
case with the people of 
south (Jordan),” he said in 
reference to last August’s 
riots, which followed the 
government's decision to 
Lift bread and fodder subsi- 
dies. 

The executive authority, 
continued the deputy in his 
resignation letter, only lis- 
tens to those who support 
any government in office 
and ro those who tamper 
with the livelihood of the 
people. 

Dr. Qadi said his district 
was suffering the lack of 
infrastructure and his let- 
ters and memos to the 
authorities did not produce 
results. 

(Continued on page 7) 




A Jewish girl kneels on the ground reciting a prayer in a market area of the ultra-orthodox 
Jewish neighbourhood of Mea Shea rim as a friend twirls a white rooster over her head as she 
performs the "kaparot” prior to the start of Yom Kippur (Reuters photo) 

Israel shuts itself down for 
Jewish ‘day of antonement’ 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Shops 
closed, public transportation 
came to a halt, and most Israeli 
Jews stopped eating and drink- 
ing Sunday evening for 24 hours 
of soul-searching and prayer. 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu issued a call for 
national unity, making a rare ref- 
erence to the assassination of his 
rival Yitzhak Rabin a year ago. 

“On this day we remember 
that our strength is in the unity 
of the people and not in its divi- 
sion, in the love of Israel and not 
the hatred of brothers, io mutual 
understanding and not violent 
expressions like the ones that 
cut down the life of our prime 
minister, 11 he said in a message 
broadcast on Israel Radio. 

Yom Kippur. the Jewish day 
of atonement, culminates 10 
days of repentance that began 
with Rosh Hashana. the new 
year, on Sept. 14. 

A poll conducted for Israel's 
Yediot Ahronot newspaper 
found that 73 per cent of 552 
Israelis questioned said they 
would fast on Yom Kippur. 
Sixty-nine per cent said they go 
to synagogue on the holiday. 

Even among the 52 per cent of 


congratulates NetariyAu - 

PALESTINIAN PRESIDENT Yasser ' Ar£fa i caifcd 
•KradiiPrime Minister Benyamin Netanv'hhu on Sunday 
:to vtisii bitii "Skina Tova” ~ a happy Jewish ne w 
•'Mr. Netanyahu Yoffice said th&prwno minister thanked 

kit- -it.; t'l*. 


• good year for Israel and thei Palestinians.'* . ■■•.*! $ 

f ‘Before his dectiab.ifr May. the right-ywfig Netanyahu 


Under U.S. press irr^ he friet Mr, Arafat skt Sept ‘ 

Ah Israeli- Statement said Mr. Netanyahu voiced disagyl 
.poitumfcnt during; the- phone- calf at PafcamiaB ! chaiges. 
mere bad been no progress in peace negotiations. :;i - . '{■ 
“The reality a$ everyone knows ik different and tb&e is ' 
progress atitb'e time," said the statement. -it did notdab- ‘ 
orate, .• • . • ' . >•'•• .. -• 


Israeli Jews who define them- 
selves as secular, more than half 
said they fast on Yom Kippur. 
the holiest day of the Jewish cal- 
endar. 

Before the start of the holiday, 
some Jews went to marketplaces 
where the> waved live chickens 
in a circle above their heads in a 
symbolic ridding of sins. The 
chickens are traditionally 
slaughtered and given to ihe 
poor. 

Police wen: on hieh alert fol- 


lowing a declaration by ihe mit- 
iiant Islamic Jihad organisation 
that the group would resume 
suicide attacks against Israel. A 
wave of suicide bombings killed 
63 people last February and 
March. 

Israel intensified its seven- 
month closure of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, barring the entry 
of all Palestinians during the 
holiday. The closure was to be 
eased at 4 a.m. (0200 GMT) 
Tuesdav morning. 


Jordan limes, Monday, September 23, 1996 


House 
committee 
assails 
Israel’s 
settlement 
drive 

By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament's 
Palestine Committee on 
Sunday deplored Israel’s set- 
tlement activities in the 
occupied territories as a plot 
aimed at “Judaising and 
devouring most of the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip.” 

In a statement it issued fol- 
lowing an emergency meet- 
ing, the committee said 
Israel's continued expansion 
of settlements in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip was 
made possible by support 
from the U.S. and other 
countries and by the feeble 
position of the Arab coun- 
tries and the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 

The committee said Israeli 
settlement policies contra- 
vene LInited Nations 
Security Council resolutions 
which stipulate that 
Jerusalem, the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip are occu- 
pied territories, adding that 
expanding settlements were 
meant to a bon Palestinian 
sovereignty and the right of 
return of Palestinian 
refugees. 

•Therefore, the Palestine 
Committee of the Jordanian 
Lower House of Parliament 
voices its condemnation of 
this policy and appeals to the 
PNA and the Arab and 
Muslim countries to adopt a 
firm stand in the face of 
Jewish-Zionisl assault and to 
repeal all agreements signed 
with the Zionist entity,” read 
the committee's statement. 

It further urged Arab and 
Muslim countries to 
mobilise their peoples and 
enable them to shoulder their 
responsibilities towards 
Palestine and appealed to the 
world nations to work to 
stop settlement activities. 

Last week, the Israeli gov- 
ernment authorised the dis- 
patch of 13 mobile homes to 
West Bank settlements a day 
after police blocked their 
deployment. 

As part of its policy of 
expanding Jewish settle- 
ments in the territories, the 
government of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu decided last 
month to authorise the dis- 
patch of 300 mobile homes 
to existing settlements. 

Press reports on Friday 
said Jewish groups bought 
nearly 50 Palestinian build- 
ings in Arab East Jerusalem 
and have begun moves to 
take possession of them. 
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Corn circles crop up 
again — in Finland 

HELSINKI (R) — Com cir- 
cles. the large round inden- 
tations in fields of crop* 
which in the early 1990s 
sparked controversy and 
talk of alien visitors in 
Britain, have appeared in 
Finland, a newspaper 
reported. Two of the circles 

— initially claimed i n 
Britain to be the tracks of 
flying saucers but since 
widely dismissed as hoaxes 

— were found in the 
Helsinki suburb of Espoo 
and have set UFO watchers 
buzzing, daily Helsingin 
Sanomat said. “At first we 
thought of reporting vandal- 
ism. But when we went fora 
closer look at the patterns, 
we realised that they could 
not have been made by 
humans.” said Birger 
Nymalra. agronomist at 
Soderskog Manor where the 
rings were found. “The pat- 
terns were made from the 
air. The field around them 
was completely untouched," 

Mr. Nymalm was quoted as 
saying. The rings, the 
largest measuring about 30 
metres across, appeared on 
the night of Aug. 24 in two 
fields about three kilometres 
apart. Police have said they 
wih not investigate unless 
someone reports a crime. 

Munich mayor 
unleashes Bavarian 
beer binge 

MUNICH. Germany (R) — $ — 
Munich’s mayor opened the 
annual Oktoberfest ceiebra- - 
tion of beer and bratwurst. - " 
sampling the first of an esti- - 
mated six million litres of - - 
beer which will be con- - • 
sutned during the festival. ■ 
To traditional Bavarian cries 
of “o'zapft is” (the keg is 
tapped). Mayor Christian 
Ude opened the first keg of 
the 16-day festival, which 
takes place in a huge tented 
village erected on parkland 
in the centre of the city. The 
Lederhosen-Clad landlords 
who run the bars io tents 
began the day with a colour- 
ful procession through the 
city to the festival site, 
watched by tens of thou- 
sands of onlookers. 
Officials expect around j 
seven million visitors. Some 1 
come to dance on the tables 
of the tents late at night with 
oom-pah music ri ng ing in 
their ears while others will 
head for the beer halls of the 
big breweries. One of the 
main headaches for organis- 
ers has been providing suffi- 
cient toilets. There will be 
556 toilets for women and 
185 for men at this year's 
festival. The total length of 
the urinal “troughs” for the 
men adds up to 785 metres 
(2,575 ft). 
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Sudan slams Ethiopia in Mubarak case 


KHARTOUM (AP) — A 
Sudanese official says that 
if Ethiopia executes three 
men convicted for the 
attempted assassination of 
Egypt's president, it will kill 
Sudan's chances of proving 
it wasn't involved in the 
attack. 

Inayat Abdul Hameed. 
chairman of the Sudan par- 
liament's foreign relations 
committee, was quoted 
Sunday by the daily Al Rai 
Al Amm as saying that the 
execution would “bury the 
evidence surrounding the 


case. 

An Ethiopian court on 
Friday convicted three 
Egyptians of the attack 
against Egyptian President 
Hosnt Mubarak in 1995 and 
sentenced them to death. 

The incident occurred in 
the Ethiopian capital Addis 
Ababa as Mr. Mubarak 
arrived for an African sum- 
mit. He was unhurt. Both 
Ethiopia and Egypt have 
accused Sudan of involve- 
ment. 

The United Nations ha> 
imposed diplomatic sanc- 


tions to try to force Sudan to 
hand over three Egyptian 
suspects still at large. The 
U.N. Security Council is 
considering a resolution to 
expand the sanctions to 
include a ban on flights by 
Sudan's national carrier. 
Sudan Air. to and from the 
country.Sudan has denied 
involvement in the attack 
and says the wanted men 
are not in the country. 

Mr. Abdul Hameed called 
on the Security Council to 
look for the perpetrators 
outside Sudan. 


He also criticised Ethiopia 
for holding the trial in 
secret accusing the country 
of "hanging the three 
Egyptians without giving 
them an open, fair trial." 

In Cairo. Interior Minister 
Hassan Al Alfi was quoted 
by Egyptian newspapers on 
Sunday as endorsing the 
death sentences issued 
against the three Egyptians. 

Genera] Alfi repeated 
Egypt’s call to Sudan to 
hand over to Ethiopia the 
suspects still sought in the 
case. 


Hysteria or signs of alien invasion? UFO craze hits Israel 


TEL AVTV (AP) — It's not 
the invasion Israel feared 
most. 

But aliens alighting in the 
holy land are grabbing the 
headlines these days, with a 
fluny of media reports on 
unidentified flying object 
(UFO) sightings and abduc- 
tions by extraterrestrial in 
egg-shaped spaceships. 

‘'The great invasion.” 
read a headline in the 
Maariv daily above a list of 
16 examples of UFO sight- 
ings in the past three 
months. Last week. Maariv 
said, hundreds stopped on a 
major highway and stared at 


what looked like an alien 
spacecraft doing loops 
above Tel Aviv before 
dawn. 

A 62-year-old Israeli who 
said he was abducted by 
aliens on his way to the post 
office was interviewed on 
television and radio. The 
story made front-page news 
for a second day this week 
when a lab analysis of yel- 
low dust he says was show- 
ered on him by his captors 
was different from any soil 
found in the area. 

Sceptics say Israelis are 
simply being swept away by 
U.S. pop culture. The movie 


Independence Day — about 
an Alien invasion of earth - 
is a blockbuster here. The 
”X-Files” series — about 
two federal agents who 
investigate paranormal phe- 
nomena — is one of the 
most popular television 
shows. “I strongly believe 
that what we have now is 
hysterical behaviour.” said 
-Ariel Cohen, an atmospher- 
ic physicist at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem. 

Mr. Cohen said analysis of 
video footage of alleged 
UFO sightings suggested 
cameramen had adjusted the 
focus to make subjects seem 


unnatural. Others note 
Israel's airspace is known to 
host a secretive — but 
earthly — air force. Still. 
Mr. Cohen said the authori- 
ties should investigate sight- 
ings and publish the scien- 
tific explanations that could 
be found in most cases. 

Social scientists, however, 
are fascinated by the craze. 

Benjamin Beit-Hallahmi. 
a psychology professor at 
Haifa University, says peo- 
ple in modem societies are 
susceptible to quasi-reli- 
gious fantasies that send the 
message *'you are not 
alone." Israelis, who live 


under a perceived military 
threat from their Arab 
neighbours, are particularly 
vulnerable. 

"Israelis consider them- 
selves to be very cynical 
and hardened.” Mr. Beit- 
Hallahmi said. “The Israelis 
are actually the greatest 
suckers in the world." 

True believers are con- 
vinced dramatic events are 
at hand. One incident even 
made police look up and 
take notice. 

Before dawn Tuesday, Tel 
Aviv's police switchboard 
received dozens of calls 
from people who said they 


saw a glowing object doing 
loops over the suburb of 
Ramat Aviv. 

Police spokesman Gadi 
Doron said officers reported 
that they also saw a strange 
light in the night sky. along 
with hundreds gathered at 
tile scene. 

Questions also linger over 
the cose of Uri Sukhov, a 
retiree who said he was en 
route to the post office w hen 
he was grabbed by his hair 
and collar and pulled into an 
egg-shaped spacecraft. His 
captors were green, reached 
up to his chest and made 
unintelligible sounds. Mr. 


Sakhov said. 

Scientists who analysed 
the yellow dust on "Mr. 
Sakhov found it contained 
55 per cent aluminium and 
was different from area soil. 

Michael Kobi. marketing 
manager at the lab tha°t 
examined the dust, said 
samples were sent to 
NASA, the U.S. space 
agency. 

Mr. Kobi said its unusual 
composition suggested the 
UFO sightings could not be 
easily dismissed. “If you 
combine all the incidents 
together, there might be 
something there." he said. 


Winnie Mandela 
comforts mugged 
tourists with tea 

JOHANNESBURG (R) - 
Three foreign tourists 
robbed in Soweto were 
taken in for tea and sympa- 
thy by a local homeowner, 
but none of them recog- 
nised her as South Africa's 
former first lady, Wimt^ 
Mandela. The Saturday 
Star newspaper said a 
Briton and two Swiss 
tourists were being guided 
round the crime-ridden 
township Tuesday when 
they were robbed" at gun- 
point. In shock, they 
knocked at the nearest 
house in Soweto’s 
“Beverley Hills” suburb 
and said what had hap* 
pened to them, Winnie, 
recently divorced fro 01 
President Nelson Mandela 
in March, comforted them 
with tea and took them w 
the police station where she 
finally revealed who sfe 
was, "This is amazing. It* s 
like being mugged outside 
10 Downing Street and 
Norma Major invites you 
in for a cup of tea.” said 
Florida resident Sue 
Broomfield, refering 
British Prime Minister 
John Major’s wife. 
shouldn’t have got out d 
the car. No one warned us 
of this type of danger,” said 
Verena Arnold. 66, on holi- 
day from Switzerland with 
her friend Army Jenk, 76. 
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